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TURKEY: | March 25, 1942. 

CONFIDENTTAL. | SECTION 1. 

[R 2075 403/44) Copy No. 

Mr. Eden to Sir H. Knatchbull-Huagessen (Angora). 

(No. 60.) 

Sir, Foreian Office, March 25, 1942. 
THE Turkish Ambassador called to see me this morning. His Excellency 
| began by sayimg he had brought me the warmest personal messages of friendship 


from his President, who had asked him to assure me of his most sincere eoodwill 
and his heartfelt wishes for the success of the British Government and people. 
His Excellency said that the President had asked him to impress upon me that 
| the policy of Turkey was unchanged and that she remained unshakably loyal to 
| her friendship with us. The Ambassador added that had he not been absolutely 
convineed of this he would never have undertaken the mission with which he is 
| charged. Personally, no post in the world could have been more agreeable to him 
than that to which he had been appointed. He had been a life-long friend of 
Great Britain, and he was convinced that his country’s interests and those of 
the British Empire were indissolubly linked. If the British Empire suffered, 
Turkey suffered. Turkey's interests and our interests were fundamentally the 
same. If we were defeated there would be no future for Turkey. I thanked the 

Ambassador for his message, which I asked him cordially to reciprocate to the 

President. I continued that we had always understood the difficulties of the 

Turkish position, but that we had always felt convinced that if faced with 

German demands incompatible with her interests Turkey would resist and fight. 

The Ambassador said this was undoubtedly so. The mind of the President, the 

Government and the people was absolutely made up on this issue. We could count 

upon their loyalty. They fully understood the difficulties of our position and 

the many new commitments that we have to meet, but they hoped that we would 
assist them to obtain equipment from the United States which would help them 
in the resistance which they were determined to make. 

At a subsequent meeting his Excellency gave me the numbers of the anti- 
aircraft guns and the anti-tank guns which they hoped to get, with our assistance. 
from the United States, and with the help of which they were confident that they 
could hold the Chatalea Line against any challenge. 

The Ambassador impressed me as being direct and forthright, and 
personally sincere in the assurances which he gave; and I had the impression 
that we could count upon him to give all the help in his power for the betterment 
of Anglo-Turkish relations. 

I am, &e. 


ANTHONY EDEN. 





[27—87] 


Page 2 





i a Pe 


PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT. 


CABLEGRAM. - 





HB/IB , £4544 


} DECYPHER FROM: cr oC L/L7% 
DATED 25rd June, 1942, 
4 THE SECKETARY OF STATE 9.45 p.m: 
FOR DOMINION AFFAIRS, RECRIVED 24th June, 19425 
LONDON. 


lt 
Circular D. No.d1Q, SECRET. 
Following for it Prime Minister. 
E Rgypt. 
, "2 


] 1. Public which have hitherto shown comparatively 
bs little concern at events in Libys are reported to be 
seriously disquichd, The Prime Minister has assured His 
Majesty's Ambassador of full co-operation in dealing With 
such dangers as fifth columnists and scaremongers. 


Persias 


So, Persian Government have accevted invitation for 


i A x P ‘ ‘ ie - 
‘ 8 Persian military mission to visit Russia. 
a Turkey. ° 


Se My telegram 2nd Junc, D.NWo.505, the Turkish 
Government were informed of terms lo-Soviet Treaty 
immediately before signatire. at the sane time we Yre- 
affirmed assurances given to Turkish Government on LOth 
| August 1941. 


~, i? As 
tj i 
/ +. I 


we 
— 


(1) that we respect Montreux Convention and have 
nO agressive intentions or claims against the Straits 


| (2) that we and Soviet Government are prepared 
to observe territorial integrity of the Turkish Republic, 


(3) that we and Soviet Goverment are prepared 
to send to Turkey 211 help in the cveut of her being 


attacked by any European. Power. 


ee EE 


Soviet Government also reaffirmed orally assur- 
ances of 10th August, 1941, but we have no details of lan- 


fuagze used. 


Copy to War Cabinet. 
Defence. 
B.A. 
War Advisory Council 


24/6/42. 
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PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT 
CABLESRAM 


—— ip - 1.24385 
, ad ati — MK ars CE 73/159 


Dated 22.642 
Revd. 2326.42 
Decypher from | 
SECRETARY OF STATE 
FOR DOMINION AFFAIRS | 
LONDON 
; 


D.307 
Following for the Yrime Minister 


furkey. My telegram clst. June D.304 


H.M.anbassador saw President on 20th. June and in view of 
Turkish apprehension assured him thst our policy towards Turkey was 
not merely a war-time policy; we wished to strengthen our policy and 
economic relations with Turkey and to collaborate still more closely 
after the war. The P-esident agreed, reiterated his loyalty to Anglo- 
@urkish connection and expressed confidence in our pdlicy and x 
sympathy with it. 
As regards Germany, the President and Minister for Foreign 
Affairs said they were alive to the dangers of present ecomomic 
manoeuvres anécthetrepropaganda effect. So far as active counter- 
measures were concerned the Mingesber for Foreign Affairs referred to 
military roads, serodromes and supply bases which the Turks were 
constructing with our assistance. 


| As regards Russia the President reaffirmed satisfaction with 
Anglo-Soviet treaty and friendliest intentions towards Russia,but took 
the familiar line that there was ho initiative which Turkey could take 
to improve Turco-Russian relations. At our instance however,the Minéster 
or Foreign Affairs has agreed to communicate to Soviet Government 
assurances of Turkey's fréendly féelings. 


To War Cabinet 
War Advisory Council 
Defence 


2206042 
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PRIME MINISTER’S DEPARTMENT. 








@.  CABLEGRAM. - 


DECYFHER FROM 
SLCOREPARY OF STAT 
= = alate 

: 


DOMINION APPAIRS, 
LONDON. 


Circular D.No,293. 


Begins ;:- 


mprudent behaviour ef Nahas to NAS 
truculent mood of former /r NSerwpy lous most 
On the part of his wife / have civen 3 > to unfa ron rah 
rumours and doubts as F ute ey Wea vc : is | 
Of maintaining the admindistrettion, 


mH: sa 


Snuertare of Siurar and ‘s in 
i8 hoped thas impyevesiont Will result from recent 
€stablishment of/joint Ane) swotian only Committ 


- y 
te 
’ 
ry 
ie 
- 
an 
. ~ 
i 
er 
-_ 
~~ 
> 
vas 


ea! 


‘0 


Of Local Preé Prenckhimen, but are nkine 46 clear that 
this does not involve recomition of the Netional 
Committee as a Government. 


} = 





Os ALtno“~sn recent italian clamour has comewhet 
&ba ted, Wrgoypen in Tunisia are reported t 12 nrerarin: 
for) italish invasion by removine war material and othe? 
Stocks to”) reria and 6) Seri en oe ; z 


Py ric} 8: Gove 


A aic4 | ae it 
i Sotald Turkish output of chrome during i942 Pe the 3 


Ar OWGpEL, Utder Clodtus acreemant of 1 AW i nC 
» gn AB OO1iesd Lo supply to Gernany 90,00 ons of” ol rome 


a VoOGuMn for delivery of wer meterial ta Tanke re 
: .\\ such exc 1eMeSs materialise, : YP at gS: a "Oy , au 4 ‘ab € 
M for us will be | Hig Mate a AMbaREados Hast 
anstricted 26 anoroach. Turitiah Gaver cae sant ee ee 
to coneluding contracts dc D Ncncs eax) is His Hweceitcat 
Receive: in 1946 ag much hieh creade ore SR a a 
plus any ore which Turk entitied to withhe 
Germany in the event of the latter fai7i: SALTY 
her pert of Clodi Aarreenent Je 4 6 mee 
Unived States Gevern ent ¢ port ot oT nta ti 


_ = 
a) 
mw DY VG GOL 
Wa wn . = 
ttwa 2h . ; 
ic Poarnc 
Cl - 


12/6/42 
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P ! Lits he YU kK 
) EXTRACT FROM 
SEC. STATE 
Dard 
WAP. 42 
Minister fro Froeign Affairs hae reaeros oe 
that,if Germans ask for Turkish chrome in return 
Pere actertal cowed ee discussion at Berlin, (my telegrsm 
5th. June S.280 paragraph 1), he will refuse, 
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EXTERNAL AFFAIRS. 


4 


For Col. Hodgson from Mr ~Forsayth : 


. 


With reference to our telephone 
conversation - 


The Short Wave Section here 
today reports from Ankara radio are 
as follows : 


British Ambassador called on 
the Turkish Foreicn Office and Stated 
Should it be proved Milas bombed by 
mistake (and this cannot be excluded 
@ priori) the British Government will 
take all necessary steps to compensate. 
Meantime pending an investigation, the 
British Government expresses recrets in 
case the bombing is due to a British 
mistake, 


19.3.42. 
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PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT. 


CABLEGRAM. 
1.29886 
JW/HB } fw 4D 


Sent 28th December, 194]... . 


+4 


i oO} ‘ 
Received 29th Decembsre 194M 


a» 


BDECYPHER REO! 

SECRETARY OF STATE FOR | 
DOMINION AFFAIRS, Spy 

LONDON, Sf { ia 


Circular D775. SECRET. 


T) 
Is 
tc 
—_ 
a 
te 
, 
6a) 
cr 
rei 
iy 
° 


Foliscwing for the P 
Turke;) 


Discussions with the Turkish Go 
inaicseted thet there is jiittle liketi: 
eerecing to our use of the Turkish se¢ 
Aleppo-taghded railway on the basis 
Pranco=-Turkish conventions, His Majesty's Minister 
at Angora has therefore been inetructed, unless he 
sees objection to press the Turkish Government in the 
interests of Turkish as well as British defence to 
conciude new agreement, 
Copy te War Cabinet, 

Defence Co-ord., 

BeAs, 

War Advisory Councii. 


nw oon oe 


29/12/41 
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| TURKEY. 1" September 12, 1941, 
| ee 4 
| CONFIDENTIAL. SECTION 1, 
[R 8394/139/44) Copy No. (}'7() 
Mr. Eden to Sir H. Knatchbull-Hugessen (Angora). 
No. 140.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, September 12, 1941. 


THE Turkish Ambassador asked to see me this morning, when he said that 
he had been instructed by his Government to speak to me again about Turkey's 
financial position. Turkey’s need for help in this sphere had now become most 
urgent. As a result of previous conversations with me, he had been in touch 
with the Treasury and was grateful for the consideration with which he had been 
treated. Now, however, he had been instructed by his Government to ask His 
Majesty's Government to consider whether they could accept the principle set 
out in the attached aide-mémoire. 

2. In answer to questions that I put to him, his Excellency explained that 

| Turkish credit here was exhausted and Turkish supplies of dollars completely 
expended. They had no means of paying for anything more, either here or in 
the United States, unless either we could give them a credit or they reduced 
their defence preparations. This last step his Government were naturally most 
reluctant to take at the present moment. and the Ambassador expressed the 
| earnest hope that we should be able to help the Turkish Government financially 
in the manner which his Government suggested. I told his Excellency that his 
Government's proposal would be examined, but added that I could give no 
indication of what our answer might be. The Ambassador said that he under- 
stood this, but, on his pleading urgency, I undertook to give him a reply in the 
course of next week. . 
3. The Ambassador admitted that there were German concentrations in 
Bulgaria, but expressed the view that it was not yet possible to determine whether 
these were intended against Turkey or possibly for a naval expedition across the 
Black Sea against Russia. His Excellency said that he was not himself convinced 
that Turkey would not be involved in hostilities this year, though he greatly 
hoped that this decision could be postponed until the spring, when we should 
be much stronger in the Middle East. He thought that Russia would continue 
the ue Gunite the winter though he expected her to lose Kiev, the Ukraine and 
probably Leningrad. 
4 Ina reference to the weather conditions in Turkey, the Ambassador said 
it was already too late for the Germans to attempt an advance along the northern 
Turkish coast to the Caucasus. An advance through Anatolia against Syria 
| would be climatically possible for another two months, but it was in this region 
that the bulk of the Turkish army was concentrated. An advance to take the 
Straits would probably be possible until the end of the year. 
I am, &e. 
ANTHONY EDEN. 





Enclosure. 


Aide-mémoire. 

(Translation.) 
AT the time of his visit to Angora, his Excellency Mr. Eden was informed 
My the Government of the Turkish Republic about the financial situation in 
urkey and the urgent need of financial assistance in which the country stood. 
In the aide-mémoire communicated to his Excellency it was emphasised that 
by means of the various measures taken, such as economies in the budgets of 
Government departments, the imposition of. new taxes, a further incredse of 
direct and indirect taxation, and the floating of internal loans, short and long 
term, it had been possible to balance for only seven months the extraordinary 


(2128) 
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budget of the Ministry of National Defence, which is estimated for the current 
year at £T. 297 million. tine 

Furthermore, in the above-mentioned aide-mémoire it was also explained 
| that the bank-note circulation, which had originally stood at 158 million, had 
= been gradually increased, particularly in the course of the last year, and had 
P reached the figure of 422 million on the 15th March, 1941, and at the date of 
a the communication of the aide-mémoire 500 millian. In these circumstances, 
F in order to cover the expenses of the Ministry of National Defence during the 





five last months of the year, there appeared no remedy except inflation. 

_ The question has recently been considered afresh by the Government of the 
Republic, and the conclusion has been reached that the most useful form of 
financial assistance to Turkey would be the payment by Great Britain (by means 
of a credit, the principles and modalities of which to be the subject of negotiation) 
of the counter-value of any orders placed during the present war by the Govern- 
ment of the Turkish Republic either in Great Britain or the United States. 


— Aistinnal / hivioc at A Salis NAA: A98 
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TURKEY. Wik September 3, 1941, 
p> ae SS 
CONFIDENTIAL. SECTION 2, 
——————eeeeeeeeeeee 

[R 7600/112/44) Copy No. 


Documents regarding the Joint Anglo-Soviet Assuyanee to Turkey of 
August 10, 1941. 


(1) 
Sir S. Cripps to Mr. Eden.—(Received A ugust 12.) 
(No. ey chee 
__HIS Majesty's Ambassador at Moscow presents his compliments to His 
Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and has the honour 
to transmit a copy of an aide-mémoire handed to M. Molotov on the 5th August 
respecting Anglo-Soviet-Turkish relations. 


Moscow, August 6, 1941. 
2 ee 
Enclosure in (1). 
Aide-mémoire. 


AS has no doubt been reported to the People’s Commissar, Mr. Eden, in 
the course of a conversation with the Soviet Ambassador in London on the 
24th July, stated that His Majesty's Government were discussing an exchan 
of assurances with the Turkish Government which would demonstrate their 
mutual loyalty to the Anglo-Turkish egy and His Majesty’s Government's 
determination to respect, the territoria integrity of Turkey. 

_ 2. Mr. Eden suggested that it might be a vantageous to our common cause 
if the Soviet Government were to take similar parallel action on their own account. 
He added that it was important not to allow a free hand for propaganda in 
Turkey to the German Government, who were already making great play with 
the charge that His Majesty’s Government and the Soviet Government had 
designs on Turkish seulory. 

3. Since the 24th July His Majesty’s Government have given further 
consideration to this question and they have now instructed me to enquire whether 

€ Soviet Government would be wi ing to take action upon some such lines as 
the following, which are, given the difference in relationships, similar to those 
which His Majesty's Government are following. 

__,4. His Majesty’s Government suggest that the Soviet Ambassador at Angora 
might make a communication to the Turkish Government (preferably in writing) 
on the lines of paragraph 6 below, and that this should be preceded and followed 
by oral explanations on the lines of paragraphs 5 and 7. 

The prefatory oral explanation might be along the following lines :— 


“In view of the anti-Soviet propaganda which is being so sedulously 
conducted by the German Government, the Soviet Government have thought 
it night to reaffirm categorically their attitude towards pela sk in order 
that the Turkish Government may be under no illusions when ormulating 
their own policies towards the Soviet Union and Great Britain. To this end 
the Soviet Government have decided to make the following communication in 
writing to the Turkish Government.” 


6. The written communication might be in the following sense :— , 


“ The Soviet Government are ready to give an undertaking confirming 
their loyalty to the Montreux Convention, and adding that they have no 
selfish designs on the Straits, and a further undertaking that they, too, like 
His Majesty’s Government, are ready to undertake to respect scrupulously 
the territorial integrity of the Turkish Republic.’’ 


[21—36 ] B 
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7. His Majesty's Government finally suggest that, after having delivered 
this written communication, the Soviet Ambassador might add that the Soviet 
Government would ask that the Turkish reply to the assurances offered in the 
communication should contain a reference to the loyalty of Turkey to her 

ements towards the Soviet Union. 

8. This latter request is on precisely similar lines to that made by His 
Majesty's Government, i.¢.. that the Turkish reply to the proposed British 
assurances should contain a reference to the loyalty of Turkey to the Anglo- 
Turkish Agreement. 

9. I have been instructed to add the following observations upon these 
proposals :— 

10. The Soviet Government and His Majesty's Government may both feel 
that the Turkish Government have not treated them well in concluding the recent 
treaty with Germany, but His Majesty’s Government fee] that, in the present 
critical situation, neither Government should allow such feelings to come in 
conflict with the necessities of a sound long-term policy. His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment consider that it is important to ee the Turkish Government as much 
encouragement as they can to resist further German pressure, and to counteract 
German blandishments and, in particular, the suspicion of the Soviet Union and 
of Great Britain which the German Government are sedulously trying to instil 
into the minds of the Government and people of Turkey. With this end in view, 
His Majesty’s Government have, for instance, told Turkey that they propose to 
continue their present policy as regards the delivery of civilian and military 

supplies. They hope that the Soviet Government will hold a similar view and 
be ready for this purpose to make a communication on the lines already set forth 
in earlier paceare hs. 

11. It may be added that General Mason-MacFarlane, the head of the 
British Military Mission, has received from the Chief of the Imperial General 
Staff in London a most reassuring message as to the attitude of Turkey which he 
will be communicating to General Zhukov at the first opportunity that he has of 
meeting him. 

12. His Majesty’s Government do not overlook the fact that the Associated 
Press message (text attached) which was telegraphed from Angora on or about 
the 28th July, stating that His Majesty’s Government had alread persuaded the 
Soviet Government to send a personal message from M. Stalin to President Inénii 


giving assurances about the Straits, may not make it easier for the Soviet Govern- 


ment to act in the manner suggested. This story did not originate, as is 
alleged, from a British diplomatic source in Angora, but has been traced to a 
Beirut newspaper, Orient or the Soir, which, on or about the 22nd J uly, contained 
an item saying that such a letter had been, or was to be, sent. This story reached 
the newspaper correspondents in Angora and was magnified by them into messages 
like that of the Associated Press already referred to. 

13. His Majesty's Government, however, hope that this story, which was 
clearly, at the time it was put abroad, a piece of sheer imagination, or of German 
propaganda designed to stop the Soviet Government sending any reassuring 
message to the Turkish Government, will not deflect the Soviet Government from 
pursuing a policy towards Turkey pra to their own as best serving their 
common interests. This policy should, in their opinion, as has been above stated, 
aim at encouraging ait to withstand German advances and abide by her 
engagements both towards the Soviet Union and Great Britain. 

14. If the communication in paragraph 6 is made, the mutual assurances 
to be given between the Soviet Union and Turkey on the one hand and Great 
Britain and Turkey on the other would presumably be embodied in due course in 
exchanges of notes or other appropriate instruments. 


Moscow, Auqust 5, 1941. 





Sub-Enclosure. 
Text of Associated Press Message. 


A PERSONAL message from Stalin to President Inénii assuring Turkey 
that Russia hhas no intention of seizing control of the Dardanelles was drafted 
following British representations, according to a high authority in Angora, 


Page 13 














3 


oa was drafted late last week, but its delivery has not yet been confirmed 
in the Turkish capital. An Associated Press message from Angora adds that a 
British diplomatic source in Angora states that Cripps has been instrumental 
in perssadting the Soviet régime that only an outspoken disavowal of alleged 
Russian aspirations to occupy the Dardanelles and Bosphorus can effectively 
counter repeated Nazi charges that the Soviet have intrigued for military bases 
in the Straits. British envoy is said to have suggested to Stalin assurance to 
Turkey should take form of a direct written communication from Soviet Premier 
to the Turkish President, because Herr Hitler has already sent two letters to 
Turkish President this year assuring him of Germany’s peaceful intentions. 





(R 8154/112/44] (2) 
Sir H. Knatchbull-Hugessen to Mr. Eden.—(Received September 3.) 


0. 238. 
ars Majesty’s representative in Turkey presents his compliments to His 
Majesty's Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and has the honour to transmit 
herewith copy of his despatch No. 5 to His Majesty's Ambassador, Cairo, of the 
lith August, respecting simultaneous declarations made by His Majesty’s 


Government and the Soviet Government to the Turkish Government affirming 
their determination to respect Turkey's territorial integrity. 


Angora, August 11, 1941. 





Enclosure in (2). 
Sir H. Knatchbull-Hugessen to Sir M. Lampson. 


Creu: Confidential.) 
ir Angora, August 11, 1941. 


_ON the 19th July the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, in conversation 
with the Soviet Ambassador in London, pointed out that the difficulties of the 
Persian situation were enhanced by the desire of both His Majesty's Government 
in the United Kingdom and the Soviet Government to prevent any deterioration 
in their relations with Turkey. Inevitably Turkey would become nervous when 
she saw Great Britain and Soviet Russia putting pressure on Persia. Mr. Eden 
told M. Maisky that, in order to reassure the Turks, His Majesty’s Government 
were discussing with the Turkish Government an exchange of assurances which 
would show our loyalty to the Anglo-Turkish Agreement of the 19th October, 
1939, and our determination to respect Turkey’s integrity. It might be useful 
if the Soviet Government considered it aon to take similar action on their 
own account. If it would in any way facilitate action by the Soviet Government. 
His Majesty’s Government were ready to join in such action. It was important 
not to allow the German Goyernment a free field for propaganda in Turkey. 
ae: whom the Germans were alleging that Great Britain and the U.SS.R. 


had 

2. ucnliy speaking, His Majesty's Government considered it most 
desirable not to create the impression among the States of the Middle East that 
Great Britain was returning to the A acio Biswas partition policy of 1907, and 
an early assurance by Russia to Turkey on the lines described in paragraph 1 
above would do much to meet that danger. 

3. The Soviet Government received Mr, Eden’s proposal favourably, and 


_ early this month they proposed that they and His Majesty’s Government should 


make to the Turkish Government simultaneous declarations on this subject. 

accordance with the Secretary of State’s instructions, therefore, I 
handed to the Turkish Minister for Foreign Affairs on the 10th August, as 
described in my telegram No. 1942 to the Foreign Office (sub-enclosure 1) 
a note, the text of which is contained in sub-enclosure 2. In doing so I made 
to M. Saracoglu an oral statement, the text of which forms sub-enclosure 3. 
and I also handed to him a letter explaining the position of the new declaration 
with regard to the Anglo-Turkish Treaty (sub-enclosure 4). 


[2136] BQ 
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5. My Soviet colleague, who saw the Minister for Foreign Affairs some 
minutes earlier, handed to him a declaration, the text of which is contained 
in sub-enclosure 5. He prefaced this declaration with a statement similar to mine 
as contained in sub-enclosure 3, and with an oral preamble, the text of which 1s 
contained in my telegram No. 1943 to the Foreign Office (sub-enclosure 6). I 
should here explain that in March 1941 the Soviet Government had given to the 
Turkish Government an assurance that, should Turkey be attacked by a foret 
Power and be obliged to defend her territory, she could, relying on the 
Turco-Soviet Non-Aggression Pact, count on the full understanding and 
neutrality of the Soviet Government. In reply, the Turkish Government had 
given the Soviet Government reciprocal assurances to the same efiect. k 

6. I should be grateful if you would communicate to the Minister of Sta 
a copy of this despatch, of which copies are being sent to His Majesty's Prinet 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and to His Majesty’s Ambassador at 
Moscow. 
I am, &c. 

H. M. KNATCHBULL-HUGESSEN. 


Sub-Enclesure 1. 


Telegram from Sir H. Knatchbull-Hugessen, Angora, to Mr. Eden, No. 1942 of 
August 10, 1941. 

MY telegram No. 1938. 

It has been possible to take action to-day, and notes were handed to Minister 
for Foreign Affairs this afternoon by my Soviet colleague and myself. Text is 
in paragraph 1 of my above-mentioned telegram. 

2. My immediately following telegram contains text of preamble read to 
Minister for Foreign Affairs by my Soviet colleague. My own preamble was, 
as in Moscow telegram No. 849, minus addendum. At Minister for Foreign 
Affairs’ request, we both of us left him text of what we had read. 

3. 1 also handed to Minister for Foreign Affairs letter on the lines of your 
telegram No. 1755 (copy by bag); and I spoke in sense of paragraph 5 of your 
telegram No. 1745. 

- 4. Minister for Foreign Affairs expressed greatest satisfaction and agreed 
with me that this was a most important development. He had spoken similarly, 
though at greater length, to my Soviet colleague. Beyond general expressions of 
gratification he said nothing specific except that, when I called his attention to 
the reference in Soviet Ambassador's preamble to ‘‘ exchanges of views,” Minister 
for Foreign Affairs said that he had mentioned to Soviet Ambassador possibility 
of Turkey receiving some supplies of oil from Russia. Soviet Ambassador tells 
me that he has telegraphed to Moscow about this, though he sees difficulties, 

5. Minister for Foreign Affairs mentioned publication to my Soviet 
colleague, who replied that he had no instructions. He undertook to telegraph 
about it to Moscow. I informed Minister for Foreign Affairs that publication 
was not contemplated, and he did not pursue the matter with me. It was clear, 
however, that publication would be gratifying to him and, in view of the fact 
that communication has been based largely upon the necessity of counteracting 
German propaganda, there is some justification for his view. Possibly you might 
consider desirability of publication later in the month, if at all (see paragraph 4 
of my telegram No. 1768). 

I saw my Soviet colleague immediately afterwards. He seemed definitely 
oe his interview. In conversation with me, he laid great stress upon 
desirability of further development from our communications and, in particular, 
of some reaction on the part of the Turkish Government. He was clearly hoping 
that something on the lines of closer co-operation might develop. =" 





———— 


tli ee __ NAA: A981 


Page 15 





| 





Se oe ee 





ia 


5 
Sub-Enclosure 2. 


Sir H. Knatchbull-Hugessen to Turkish Minister for Foreign Affairs. 
(No, 243.) 
M. le Ministre, Angora, August 10, 1941. 
BY direction of His Majesty’s Principal Seoretayy of State for Forei 


Affairs, i am instructed to communicate to your Excellency, on behalf of His 
Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom, the following declaration :— 


“ His Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom confirm their fidelity 
to the Montreux Convention and assure the Turkish Government that they 
have no aggressive intentions or claims with regard to the Straits. His 
Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom, as also the Soviet Govern- 
ment, are prepared scrupulously to observe the territorial integrity of the 
Turkish Republic. 

_ “While fully appreciating the desire of the Turkish Government not to 
be involved in war, His Majesty's Government, as also the Soviet Govern- 
ment, would nevertheless be prepared to send Turkey every help and assistance 
in the event of her being attacked by any European Power,” 


Be so good as to accept, &c. 
H. M. KNATCHBULL-HUGESSEN. 





Sub-Enclosure 3. 


Oral Statement made to Turkish Minister for Foreign A ffairs. 


VU la campagne allemande de propagande anti-soviétique, le Gouvernement 
de Sa Majesté dans le Royaume-Uni a trouvé juste de réaffirmer de facon 
catégorique son attitude envers la Turquie afin que le Gouvernement ture soit 
pleinement éclairé en formulant sa propre politique envers I'U.R.SS. et la 
Grande-Bretagne. 





Sub-Enclosure 4. 
Sir H. Knatchbull-Hugessen to Turkish Minister for Foreign Affairs. 


M. le Ministre, Ankara, le 10 aowt 1941. 

EN remettant 4 votre Excellence la note d’aujourd’hui avec le texte de la 
déclaration du Gouvernement de Sa Majesté dans le Royaume-Uni et du 
Gouvernement de l'Union des Républiques soviétiques socialistes, j’ai l‘honneur 
dexpliquer avec l’autorisation de mon Gouvernement qu’en ce qui concerne le 
Gouvernement de Sa Majesté cette déclaration est désignée comme simple répé- 
tition de son pe mauent envers la Turquie contenu dans l'article 1" du Traité 
tureo-britannique du 19 octobre 1939. La déclaration n’apporte aucune modifica- 
tion a ce traité et ne saurait ni élargir ni limiter les obligations qui en découlent. 

Veniller &e. 
H. M. KNATCHBULL-HUGESSEN, 





Sub-Enclosure 5. 


Projet de la Déclaration simultanée a faire par le Gouvernement de VU.R.SS. 
et le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté dans le Royaume-Uni. 


LE Gouvernement de l'Union des Républiques soviétiques socialistes con- 
firme sa fidélité 4 la Convention de Montreux, et assure le Gouvernement ture 
wil n’a aucune intention agressive, ni reyendication au sujet des Détroits. Le 
PD aisement de 'U.R.S.S. ainsi que le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté dans le 
Royaume-Uni sont préts 4 observer scrupuleusement |’intégrité territoriale de la 
République turque. 
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Tout en appréciant pleinement le désir du Gouvernement ture de ne pas étre 
entrainé 4 la guerre, le Gouvernement de 1’U.R.S.S. ainsi que le Gouvernement 
de Sa Majesté dans le Royaume-Uni seraient néanmoins préts & accorder toute 
aide et assistance 4 la Turquie au cas ot celle-ci serait attaquée par une 
Puissance européenne. 


Sub-Enclosure 6. 


Telegram from Sir H. Knatchbull-Hugessen, Angora, to Mr. Eden, No. 1943, 
of Auqust 10, 1941. 





FOLLOWING is text referred to in paragraph 2 of my immediately 
preceding telegram :— 


F ‘As late as March 1941, that is to say during the period of the well- 
known treaty relations between the Soviet Union and Germany, the Soviet 
Government exchanged assurances with the Government of the Turkish 
Republic in connexion with reports that were then being spread to the effect 
that if Turkey were compelled to enter the war the Soviet Union would 
take advantage of Turkey's difficulties to attack her. It will be recalled that 
the Soviet Government for their part considered it necessary at that time to 
declare that such reports in no way corresponded to the attitude of the Soviet 
Union, and that if Turkey were, in fact, attacked and compelled to enter 
the war for the defence of her territory she could count on the full under- 
standing and neutrality of the Soviet Union on the basis of the non-ageression 
pact between the two countries. 

‘It is known that after the treacherous attack of Nazi Germany on the 
Soviet Union the Germans conducted and are still conducting a malicious 
propaganda against the Soviet Union intended inter alia to bring about 
discord between the Soviet Union and Turkey. 

~ In view of the fact that this propaganda which is being intensively 
conducted by the German Government has become even stronger at present, 
and considering that in the present international situation it is opportune 
that an exchange of views should take place between the Soviet and Turkish 
Governments on the subject of the relations between the Soviet Union, Turkey 
and Great Britain, the Soviet Government have instructed me, M. le Ministre, 
to make to your Excellency the following declaration :— ”’ 
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> DOCUMENT IS THE PROPERTY OF HIS BRITANNIC MAJESTY’S GOVERNMENT 











TURKEY.-(\4 August 27, 1941. 
CONFIDENTIAL, Section 4. 
[R 7995/1044 /44) Copy No. 070 


Mr. Eden to Sir H. Knatchbull-Hugessen (Angora). 


o. 128. 

Sir, Foreign Office, August 27, 1941. 
THE Turkish Ambassador asked to see me this morning, when he said that 
he had been instructed by his Foreign Minister to tell me with what pleasure he 
recalled our meetings and discussions when I was in Turkey, and with what 
special gratitude he had listened to my message to Turkey on the occasion of 
the Smyrna Fair last week. The Ambassador said that he had received a special 
telegram asking him to convey the Turkish Goyernment’s thanks for my action 
in broadcasting to the Turkish people. M. Saragoglu had been specially touched, 
‘since he was himself a Smyrniot, and had charged the Ambassador to express his 
warmest thanks. His Excellency added that it was clear that the message had 
had a very good effect in Turkey at this time, and said that he would like to add 
his own thanks as a former deputy for Smyrna. 

I am, &e. 

ANTHONY EDEN. 





[20—75] 
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My telegram No. 666 September Ing , 


















Howard, tics o- the Southern Department, this svening 
described relsticns with Turkey es in the circumstances 
Sstiafectory elthough the Turks were being difficult in various 
weye, He said thet the continuence of vatett talks” - on level 
or service attaches at -ngore « was the most satisfactory feature 
or the Anglo-Turkish relstions; although only ¢ the stege of 
propossis they were very comprehensive and the Turks sppesred to 


Welcome them wermiy. 


i- a2tpw ’ - . * a ~ war ——— Yen a) . 
Howard said that the negotiations for Purkish chrome 
yy + a Asa, " ee - te . _ y 
4 ‘ 


up to 1943, as to which De 2s Of f=) { vou savised, 

had been troublesome the Americans hed co-onerstea-—) 4f¢ eny thane 
almost Soo virourous Ly - in making it clear to the Turkish 
Government that the chrome ocuestion was the test coos in the 
attituge of United § tates sovernment towargs the ply of war | | 
materisls to Turkey. See Depertment had sent Pop thse Turkish | 
Ambassador and the Americen Ambesssador at Angors had telked severe- 


~ 


ly to Turkish Mynister ee Foreien Affairs, The Minister for | 
Foreign Affeirs had described the nti attitude as "fanatical", 
but the Turkish Genersl Steff had been much svatified recantly by 


ch 
the arrival of American howitzers i aieeaae 


® 

Latest United Kingdom propoessls regarding the chrome 
position after 1943, summariz 6a in Deminions Office telegram 
DiNo.598, have made no hesdwey; latest report from Hugeesson ~ 
Suggests that the Turks will refuse. | : 


Clo@iue has del: yea his départur m Angsora partly: to 


3 re FLO 5 
Baye feces over his fsilure to cet ali he expected snd probebly 
elso Deceuse he is still irying to get a sunplementary treaty 


desling with Supplies of chrome after 1943, 





Se SN Se 
‘ 


Despite reports as to his supersession by Kellinger, 
Fepen has now returned to Turkey. ° The Turks proress confidence 
i that they Will Keep out of the war during the winter, 





; , Huggesson reports that Hitler's apeech apvarently fisil 
, Pather flet in Turkey: Turkish officiel circles regarde ad it ss 
=e Gefensive snd attached some significance to the veference te 

oh oe us ted so ardently desired with Englend, 


@go there were reports of decrease in im 
a British Lege BBA mamues particularly in the Smyrns district 
Owing to British S4ction in Persis and efforts of Germen 
. pPopsresnda British #émbessaador was s reet veins over his 
| visit to the smyrna Feir which seems to have been a success, end 
- is 18 believed tendency hes been checked, 
United Kingdom Commercial Corsorstion is working hard 
to stimulate Anglo-Turkish trade; a London firm has obteined a 
herge contrect for the reconstruction of the herbours of 


Alexsndreets end Mersine, 
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SECRETARY OF STATE CE 36 
- FOR DOMINION AFFAIRS, DATED 3rd October,1341 
LONDON 8, 52a.m, 
RECEIVE 2tUW"Gc tober, 1941 


Circular D.598. SECRET. 
Following for the Prime Minister, 
TURKEY. 


a 


My telegram Septemter 29th D. 587, 









sy _ 9n September 30th the Turkish Minister for Foreign 

Affairs after interviewing the German Ambassador informed 
| £is Majesty*s Ambassador that there had been no further Germanin 
reaction to the Turkish attitude over chrome. The German 

Ambassador was still awaiting instructions from Berlin, 


sur. fhe Turkish Government however appears unwilling to r 
Rieatenséthe chrome agreement for more than a year, evidentiy wishine 
to leave their hands free to let Germany have chrome after “Mi? 
F 1945, We have therefore offered to conclude a new agreement 
? for the purchase of the total Turkish chrome output for . 
5 years or the duration of the war and one year beyond whichevesz 
Rd dis less, if the Turkish Government refuses to make fresh 
_ a&greement with us on the above lines, His Majesty's Ambaseadoy 
/ has been authorised in the last resort to urge them at least 
to keep their hands entirely free for the time being as 
R _ regards the disposal of the 1945 output. 


rt = : peste 


Copy sent to ~ Defence 
Me. EA, 





5,10, 41 
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_ Kingdom has suggested to the U.S.S.R. immediate occupation 


| and Support of Germany. 
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8S, 24 D mM. 


september, 19 


Sent - idSth Sep 
n 


Received - 16t 


HIGH COMMISSIONER. 


LONDON. 
39. For the Prime Minister. MOST SECRET. 


PERSIA. 

Owing to delays and evasions with regard to closing 
Legatione and rounding up Germans and Italians, the United 
of Tehran. Desired to keep the Government in office if 
possible and enter into treaty with Persia. Opinion has 
hardened in favour of getting rid of the Shah and this is 
being facilitated by inereasing evidence of his sympathy with 
‘TURKEY. | 

During the last few days there have been reports from 
‘Beveral posts abroad to a similar effect, namely, that the 
Germans hope to atabilize thelr line in Russia before winte 
and then to make a move through Turkey ageinst our positions 
The reports all add that Turkey expects 
to resist. Difficult to say whether these reports due to 


leskage of actual intentions or inspired by the Germans....BR 


War Cabinet 
Defence 
B.A, 


16/9/41. 
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I.i6527,. 
Ci 35, 
DEGYIHS PROM - DATED = ist September, 1944, 
+5 13,40 a.m, 
ce THE SECRYTARY OF RECSIVED = 1et Soptenber, 1944, 
. STATE POR Donon PEPATIUS, 


Circular D, 628. 


SECRET, Following for the rine i'‘inister, 
SEAIN, 


do His Majesty's ambassador at ‘adrid reyortsa that our 
Action in kersia has impresscd riost Spaniards, who are 
6aid to be abandoning the TYataliistic vicw, that Spain 
will, under Gernan dictation, be dragged into war and 


are expecting the Ruseian war to contimie during the 
wintor, 


TURKEY, 


Ze V& are arranging to Ship from Sew York to Turkey 
100 lorries per month Starting in October, 


‘ (Be (m 50th August Anplo-sov4e% rroirnnals were presented 
to the lersian irine ilinister and the Minister for Foreign 
: ‘{foirs who offercd no opinion about them but showed relict - 
that Tehran was not to be occupied and hoped that our troops 
le would not pass beyond epecified places, 


| : 4.  Wartial lav wes Geclared in Tehran on 30th A 


st 
and the Shah is reported to have left for Isfahan with the 
Grown Prince, 


} aoe 194i, Gopy to wn 112.1, Cabinet, 
Dofrence, 


B.A, 


a 
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1.16591 B, 


DECYFHER FROM - 

Date Sent ord June, 1941. 
Tis SUCREPTARY OF STATE — 
FOR DCMINICN APPAIRS, 
LONDON, 


M102, MOST SECRE?. Pollowing for the Frrime Minister, 
Try 
TURKEY. 


1. (My Circular M,101 of Slst May.) His Majesty's Ambassador 
Bt Angora has been instructed to convey a personal message from 
the Secretary of State to the Minister of Foreign APTairs; 


(a) Urging that Turkey stands to gain nothing from the 
political agreement with Germans and that any such agreement 
muss make it increasingly difficult for the Turkish Government to 
maintain incesendent foreign policy. 

(b) Pointing ouf the aomaze inflicted on Germans in Grete, 
our improved position in Ir rag and the eae of the Atlantic 
and the real offect of United States’ determination to ensure ds- 
feat of axis powers. 


* (c) Expressing the hope that the Minister for Foreign 
Affeirs will reflect corefully on the position outlined under 
(b) before committing himself to a course of which the outcome 
is so dubious, 


(ad) In view of the denger of Germany playing off Turkey 
i against the Soviet Union enquiring whether we might sound the 
Soviet Government as to how they view the manifestation of the 
German intention to exert intensive pressure on Turkey. 


— FA om Re 


Copy to Defence Co-Ordination. 


ote, This message has been repeated by the Dominions Office 
the instance of the Prime Minister's Department. It was not 
received here on the 4th June, 


&5 


1/9/41, The Secretar 7 
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i fa PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT, 
oP SS yes > 
ss CABLEGRAM. 
; ; 1.16393. 
CE 31/68, 
'YPHER FROM = DATED = 50th August,1941, 
Ss ; 2.45 p.m. 
THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR RECEIVED = Sist August, 1941, 


DOMINION AFFATRS, 


— —> ———— 


Circular M,. 280, 
Most Secret. Following for Prime Minister. 


TURKEY. 


On 27th August, His Majesty's Anbassador gave to the 
President of Turkey, detailed appreciation of the war 
Situation. The President, who appeared incompletely informed 
about our efforts to supply Turkey, complained of the paucity 
of war material which Turkey was receiving from us and the 5 
adttficulties she was experiencing in the United States (we 
have iomressed on the United States Government the importance 
of treating Turkey generously). The President disliked our 
action in Persia, especially the participation of Russieng, 
whose assurance the Purkish Government evidently mistruste, 
and expressed emphatic hope that we would come to terms with 
Persia. He appeared anxious to justify the position of 
Turkey as the bloc between two main belligerente. He 
emphasised that we should do more to strengthen Turkey and 
that mutual confidence between Turkey an@ Great Britain 
Bhould be maintained; he complained that our assurances and 
Communication regarding Persia had come to the Turkish 
Government as surprises. 


= 


$1,.8,1941, Copy to - Full Cabinet. 
Defence, 
E.A. 


The Secretary, 
Department of External Affairs. 
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__-——sDEGYPHER FROM! 2 
ae SECRETARY OF STATE FOR 
a: DOMINION AFFATRS , 


Circular M.242. MOST SECRET Following 
i the Prime Minister, 


TURKEY <: My Circuler M.239. 


The Soviet Government wanted to await some Turkiah 
response to the declaration of August 1Oth, before publication 
His Majesty's Ambassador, having been told by the Minister | 
for Foreign Affairs that the President of the Republic. the 
Prime Minister, and all were extrenely pleased and thatthe 
communications had created the best possible impression 
asked him whether the Turkish Government contemplated sending 
any reply or acknowledgement. The Minister for Foreign 
Affairs said thet the matter would be considered, 


a 
o 





uF 


TT 2) 
Pag 


wom 


See O28 pe, pabsad or learns that German 
officials, recen ly arrived at Istanboul to negotiate for 
a& Turkish-German Trade Agreement, have been recalled since 


the present moment is considered: unfavourable for pressing 


i 


— SO a 
- 
a 


i Turkey. 
Copy to Full Cabinet, 
Defence Co-ord. , 
14/8/41  WETEPRINT, 
Secretary, | 
Department of External Affairs. . 
Referred. 
\ 
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PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT. | 2, | | 
) CABLEGRAM. ap 
RECD 
T, 14866 ; , 4) ’ 
x FROM - GE64/142 [— 14 AUGI3ah iG 
BCRETARY OF STATE DATED 12th ae 194d. n SAU 1a) 
FOR DOMINION AFFAIRS, 9226p. AFFATRS ASS | 
LONDON RECEIVED 13th A Nee LOGINS ZA 
LN, as ee . 
Circular M, 209. MOST SECRET. 
Foliowing for the Prims Minister, 
TURKEY, 
Ctroeular M.2355 of 11th Sugust. The Angzlo-Soviet demarche 
G@ppsars to have had excellent sfifect. Vogether with the 
declaration, H.M. Ambassador handed to the Minister for 
: Poreign Affairs on 10th August letter stating that the if 
r declaration in no way affected the Anglo-furkish treaty, 3 
lg * 
. the Minister for Foreign Affairs expresaed preatert eatiefactlon. 
La f 
IS ee 
BE 
ie Gopy sent to — Full Cabinet 
ee. Defence Hi 
sis B.A. TELEPRINT =| 
15,8.41 
he a b 
Fi ; ! 
¢ 7 a 
fy ih * a i 
PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT. 7") Z, (8 
O4\1> 





EYPHER FROM - CE 2 ie. 

SECRETARY OF STATE DATED 10th August, Ng nanem 

BOR DOMINION AFFAIRS, Beet. a 
* LONDON, RECEIVED 11th August, 19S 


Following for the 
TURKEY, 


My Circular M. 225. 


Ambassador have agreed to de 


only verbally from that in my 








Copy - Full Cabinet 
° Defence 
11,6,41 Bxternal Affairs 
The Secretary, 
Department of Externoa 
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CIRCULAR M. 234. MOST SEGRET, 


Prime Minister;- 


His Majesty‘s Ambassador at 
Liver 
Government on the morning of 11th August, 
Circular M,. 


ee Be eh 


Referred. 





Angora and the Soviet 
declarations to the Turkish 
The texts differ 


tae i 
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PRIME MINISTER’S DEPARTMENT. 


Eo  CABLEGRAM. ee 


‘’ —.. 
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(*} . 4 
AS <<) 
ai 


|DECYPHER FROU — 


THE SSOCRETARY OF S°OATE wut i aeeay 
POR DOMINT.O' APRATRE, 6 
LONDON BC | 12th Aurust Llpai1. 


— oem ee 





) oe 


were after all able to present the declarations on 10th 

| August, The Minister for Persien Affairs «& pressed greag 
satisfaction to both, Sinee he would apparently welcome 

ee: Publication, we are agreeing, subject to Soviet concurrefies. 


le R The Minister for Foreign Affairs raised with the Soviet fh 


- 
; 


- - 5 “4 - - bey 
Ambassador the questionof Turkey receiving new oil supphiss 


from Russie, 


The Soviet Ambasssdor is consulting Moscow but 
foresees difficulties, He is hoping for some Turkish B. 
reaction now towarde closer co-nperation , 





ae , 
’ 
COPY TO FULL CABINET 
a PT 4 CG 
iy 
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4 : ; 





Page 36 


~~, i JF = 


PRIME MINISTER’S DEPARTMENT. 








o- ” La 4390, EY 
‘on CABLEGRAM.: ge | 
pitowenin mo 2 1944; 
HE SEURETARY OF STATE FOR ust, 1941, 
DOMINION AlsATRS, LONDON. 
fg 

GIRCULAR ME. 225. V tm 

? 
SECRET. ~~ / 


Pollowing for the Prime lis - } 
7 TU f x5 My G ire wis r iM : ae Tt i S t 
a Peragraph 2, ¥ 


Phe Soviet Ambassador on instructions from his rovernment 
> NaS Now proposed that the Soviet Government and ourselves 

: BHOoUula forthwith make to the Turkish Government LmulLtaneous 
Pe mae@ciarations on the lines of the text given in my imme diately 





pe tc 
o 
J 
4% 
is 
9 
3 X 
“3 ¢ 
“ t~ 
= 
r 
oS 
i 
“e 
— 
a 
1 
yy 
“ 
—, 


| i 

a Seotlowang telewranm, Separate declarations emild be made aan. 
a wey us and the Soviet Government but they would be linked | 
tuonmeuner in the texts by ‘erences to tne other Covernment. ; 
' 

é =f ni IR ee van Ae 
ms we Mis Majesty's Ambassador at Ancora has bech instructed 


. - 
; Untess he sees any sirons object ton, to concert i 

movacy colleague with a view to making the declarations to the * 
. Durie Government as the earliest possible 5 riay Se : 
| Proposed ‘that these } 


me] 


° 


fe 
Liye 
5 


SEcliaracions should be published, 


aT ae 
tone .e Declarations are to be unilater 


G And it iS not * i 
‘ atc arc a pe ee RES GE Le i it is not proposed 
ee HSK FOr any corresponding Turkish declaration. They will 
|. -@herefore to that exteht prejudice exchange of assurances with 
» the Turkish Government which His Mejesty's Ambassador its 
aaa process of negotiating. (My Circular M.180 of 25th July). - — 
Doweee is being left to His Majesty's Ambassador's discretion to 

“Widecide whether SEE ESE EIDE TI Ra Sm 

aN eu ey in ViiCse CLreunss MIGES TG rs worsen while soing : 


te tt 


) ren with these negotiations. 
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The Secretary, 
Department of External Affairs. 
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1.14432 
DECYPHER FROM - SE 55/24 
SECRETARY OF STATE ; DATED 7th August, 1941. 
FOR DOMINION AFFAIRS, 3.20 p.m. . 
LONDON. RECETVED 8th August, 1941. 


Following for the Prime Minister, 


TURKEY, 
+ The Minister for Foreign Affairs has complained 


of an attack on a Turkish ship by aircraft alleged to be 
British and drava attention to the effect on Turkish opinion 
of frequent reports of violations of Turkish territorial 
Waters or air. Woe ave investigating the circumstances. 


FRANCE. 


x 
os Zt is reported that Petain recently renewed 
German demands regarding cession of Frenoh Nth. African | 
basss and is assenting himself more strongly against Darlan. 


—_— or ee oer 


% aS received (?refused) | 
f a8 received (asserting) 


Gopy = Full Cabinet 
Defence 
&.6,41 External Affairs 
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DECYPHER FROM 
SPORETARY OF STATE FOR 
DOMINION AFFAIRS, 


LONDON, 


: My circular M,164 MOST SECRET AND PERSONAT, 


The following is for the Most Sec ret and Personal 
4nformation Oo: Prime Minieter, 


1. His Matesty's ‘Ambassador in Angora reporte that 
on 22nd July the Chief of the Turkish Airsteff aent for our 
air Altacne and opened “the conversation by atating that 
although for a short period before and after conclusion of 
the Turkieh-German Treaty, there had been some uncertainty 
regarding Turkey’ 8 future polic ‘i thet period was now over, 
The Turks placed no trust whatever in Germans and were 
absolutsiy convinced that after Russia, Turkey wonld be the 
next victim, in these ciccumstancee the Turks were most 
anxious that we shenld realise that the Treaty with Great 

“Britain was regeardec as the corner stone of Turkish volicy. 
the Turkish General Stsff wished this to be as widely known 
BS Possible sm that dovbts and suspicions srising from 
Conclusion of the German -pact should be removed both in the 
United Kingdom and in the United States, 


&, After stressing that in the event of a German 
attack, Turkey would fight, the chief of the sir steff cantinued 
that the general situation had changed completely since the 
Yast Anglo-Turkish staff conversationr and th..t the furkteh net 
General Staff thought it essential that further staff conversations 
 pbould be held in secrecy immediately. In view of the absolute | 
necessity or preventing leakage, the discussions now proposed | hee 
Should not be hele in Turkey or Syria, Palestine, Cyprus, or 
even Egypt were suggested. f 
Ss, The Turkish genersl etaff considered that the 
attack Would eoeme from the West carne than on Turkey's Eastern ‘ 
frontier Via the NeucaRua, It was essential that the German i 
attack shovid be brought to a heait as far away from the i 
Angilo-Turkish main bases as possible, The chief? of the air f 
, Startle hoped that we would make the fullest use of Syria, and 
Pree Station there tr OPS with equipment and supplies whic ould 
_ be mOved rapidly to meet any German attack whether it came 
from the West or Nerth East. He went ons to urge that tnere 
should he no hold up in supplies for Turkey anc hoped that 
We WOuld 6 aur beat to persnade the United Stetes to follow 
\¥ this policy, 


2 re 


ry &. The Chief of the Air Staff suggested early 
; PRPEXAGION Of points e. &. : 


% , 48) In the event of a German 
Sey Wath Turkey and were ‘ 
preparations to do s07 


bs re (0) What forces should we be prepared to send, cspeciall} 
Aor Forces, and pa ticularly fighter formatic ns? 


(c) What Gia we recommend regaraing disposal or rorces 
available ané lineation of aerodromes? 


— (@) Wheat material sida could we give to Turkey? 


~ tal @ > 
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53 . 16588 
o 
- g¢ = 
od A + be Pra wnth aw = ~— i 2 ee 4. le ln 4 On a ta : > Cy de P 
7% 40 & Purther meet ins tne uLe¢e Or tne ir Staff 
Stated that Marshal Chalmak inetructed him to emphasise 
the particular importence of Meintsininge security of 
; t- J i ad a, : —— wet *& a Way wu 
communications between urkey and Iraa ane Lurkey and Syria 
by land and between Tar nderon and Sueg by ea, 
5 li42 ajestyv's mbsaessaor at nerorea ; F: 
: 18 Majesty's S2SERGOr at Angora hes been 
instructed to inform the Chief of the waescorluice 447 tarry 
that we welcome the proposs)] for staff conve tions and that 


the air attache will proceed at onc Sere Tis make necessary 
arrangements, We welcome the Langu used by the Chief of the 
Ase Statf in regard to Turkish policy and will inform the 
United States Government accordiy NglLy, Ve were on the point of 
Urging them to reconsider their attitude towards the avestion 
of supplies for Turkey end to cont inue to give Turkey the same 
consideration as she has hitherto Rigis oyed notwithstanding the 
conclusion of the German-Turkish ' reaty, As regards Great 
Britain, His Majesty's ABA ERE GS hae been authorised to 

assure the Chief of the Air Staff that there will be no hold 
Up in supplies for Turkey, 


We are endeaevouring to ascertain the reasons behind this 
sudden recuest for starr conve rsations and Pe extent to which i¢ 
is supported by the Turkish overnment, Meanwhile our Military 
aovisers are consid ing in eousueat ion With our Commanders in 
Chiet the technical aspects of the Turkish proposals, 


me@peAted to Cairo for Minister of State, 
Copy to War Cabinet, 

Defence Co-ord, 

BOA 


oA @ Dae 


ee ee ee ee 


Secretary, 
Department of External Affairs, 


Referred, 





pecretary. 





NAA: AQ§ 





National Archives of Australia 


Page 42 





—_ 


/ PRIME MINISTER’S DEPARTMENT. 


Se CABLEGRAM' OC Ls 


1.185336 
DECYPHER FROM - Via Imp W.282 cos 
THE SECRETARY OF STATO DATED 25th July, 1941. 
POR DOMINION AF rates, 6-15 a.m. 
LONDON. RECETVED 25th July, 19441, 
Circ, M.2180, Most Secret. 


Following for the Prime Minieter:- 


TURKEY. 


On 20th July the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs pointed out to the Snoviet Ambassador that adifficul- 
ties of our action vie a vie Iran were enhanced by the desire 
Of both our Governments to pr@Wént deterioration of our 
relations with Turkey. Inevitably the Turks would become 
neryous when they saw us put pressure on Iran. 


&. The Secretary of State told the Ambassador 
that in order to reassure the Turke, we were discussing an 
exchange of assurances with the Turkish Government which R 
Would show our loyalty to the Anglo Turkish Agreement and ; 
our determination te respect Turkey's integrity. He suggest- | 
ed the adventage of the Soviet Gcevernment taking similar 
action on their own acconnt though we were ready if desired 
te join in any such action. 


oS. H.M.Ambeseadcr at Moscow hee been inetructed, 
if he thinks it possible, to follow up the idea mentioned r 
to M.Vateky. end to cugeeat that the Seviet Government might 
consider:- 


(2) Giving an undertaking confirming 
thetr loyalty to the Montreux Convention and edding that 
they have no selfish designs on the Straits themselves and, 

(2) declaring that they, like ourselves 
Are needy to underteke te respect ecrupulously territerial 
integrity of the Turkish Republic, 








COPY TO =~ WAR CABINET. THE SECRETARY, 

DEFENCE DEPT. OF EXTERVAL AFFAIRS 

EA. 

x EVER Sp 
PELEPRINT TO MELBOURNE. eS 
LZ a ; ‘ “gar i - P. 
26/7/41. #PSECRETARY. — 
National Archives of Australia NAA: A981, 
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a <p Nf. ‘— 23956. at 
Date sant 22th duly, eae, 
7 +47 pee aN 
Received 25th duly;i94i-- 

#02580. 


AD - 
Li 


DECYPHEA FROM 


~ 17 
d SP eo 









FOR THE PRIUE MLUISTSX. MOST S ARET. «PERSONAL HIMSELF. 


~% TURKEY. Reports from Angora during the last two days 
Show tee very forthe oming attitude 


Sy the Turks and there will 
Gevelopmenis in the direction of 
eration in the event of attack uy Germueny. 


“J r = 
SAUCs & 


probably be Satisfactory 
consultation as to como: 


ees 


Copy to P.E. = 25.7.41. 
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CABLEGRAMA 


DECYPHER FROM 
EXTERNAL AFFAIRS OFFIC! Y; 1 
LONDON. > r 
; . : : : i/ 
Ho. 573. MOST SECRI 


Mawel ot \ ‘A le 
sUrxey. - 
i 
TOLLOWAINY base La Ltn , or. A 28c of tne 


Southern nape trent this evening 


(1). Relations with Unite: Lngdom. o Marked reactions 
by the Turks to Allied occ tion of YE their reques 
to deat in future on Syrian cuestions wit > British. and not 
Pree French (Tel. No.526). ited Kinedom Govarnkent 1) 

l probably reply that the | should for the present deal with 
miiitary authorities (i.<c, General Wilson). basine thi; attitude 
on the existence of martial law in Syria. 2 vee 


-_ 





me mee km ° mal wry r ~— sh % Y= . 
} MOBVLLS TIGL sent treaty wlth the Germans the LOrkKsS 
| tS ~K ra a i . ; : - : ; 7] _ oo > na Boe 
have periormed a anY ser wl Loe SODVtre Oa hizhiv wne 


néutra 1 character, such 4 Llowing British troops from Greece arid 


wrete tO pass through Turkish territory; their attitude cova: 
thes ; (Tl ~~ em (ae DyF ' : - ul VAL J = 
St. Didier (Te1.515); the handing over to the British. unopened 
— - s . Le ¢ 


' OF papers found in German and Italien eircraft which hea made 
forced landings in Turkey and allowing the British to see the 
Sirerart equipment; the holding up of telesraems sent +6 German 
énd italian Consuls. 


: (You will appreciate the extra secrecy of the 
s preceding paragraph). 


Wx 
> 
Q 
© 
G 
~ 
- 


ie question of chrome is of great importance as United 
States are making their nara in re upp. | 
he “<e > 
A 


| 
a 
cr. © 
© o 
a 
c 
al 
— 


A under Lease Lend Act depe ent on 


¢ Ww = t 
| furnish chrome to Senians:,. (Chrome at present supplied by the 
Turks to the United Kinedom is all passed on to the United States) 
: Turks have twice aesured the Unitsea Kingdom that. they 


will not send chrome to Carmany Pre 
re chrome expires in January 1942 and 
siven notice of tae desire to renew 


a 
{D 
2s 

} 
~ 
<< 

: 


' Chief difficulty for United Kinedom at present is getting 
\ , chrome out of Turk ASY 26 chrome ports in the 1Onth-west or Turkey 
Cannot be used because of their p nit hod ete | 


(2) Germany. There does not appear to be intensive German 
~_ pressure at the Moment. Phere 3% S& report f +nnor roncentrations 
in Bulgaria but the Turks = ® not dist | r these or affecting 
nOt toibe, attributing them to "war of nerves." 7 ~ 


Press reports state that Clodiv "the German Leith Ross’ 
is undertaking a mission tc ee 
(3) U.S.S.R, United Kingdom ere still.tr; to improve Turkish- 
Russian relations. Secretary of State fo Le irs has 
Sugsesved to Maisky. also to Cripps. that Bussia should give lurkey 
Ww essurances, that they will respect Turkic =A tae 


(4) Italy. So far as is k @ ¢ Italian 
overtures to Turkey, STII 


Copy to - We r Cabinet 


Pamnse On—anAto- 2 
zt it os ; 
= ~ — _ Seas mr ~~ ee wT - 


i a 


» National 
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a= Dated - 17th July, 1941 
- 4.23 D.pe\ =m 
keéceived - 18th JQly, 198i? 


/ > ae 
DECYPHER FROM: [Sto See 
SECRETARY OF STATE | sy See 
FOR DOMINION AFFAIRS, x 
LONDON, ees 
(Received through United ¥ingdom High Comnissisyer,),| = 
%. 249. CONFIDENTIAL, ng gs 


NewFoundland Wo, 658. Southern Rhodesia No. 390 
Vollowing may be useful for the Guidance of the Pregser, 
Ministry of Information. 
Soy RT A. y 
Successful conclusion of operstions in Syria has 
brought to a close an exceptionally difficult period in Anglo- 
Prench relations and has effectually removed for the present 
Cerman influence in whole ares between the Mediterranean and 
the Euphrates, which last April appeared menacing. These con- 
siderations may be empharized. Our occupation of Syris will 
\no doubt be welcome to the Turks who will now have direct land 
contact with us. It ig hardly likely, however, to have an 
immediate effect on Turkish policy which igs largely controlled 
by extent of Turkish armament. The opening up of Syria will 
not enable us to transport supplies to Turkey et once by Syrian 
route. fhe main route for supplies will continue to be through 
Besre and this is still considerably congested as a result of 
recent troubles in Iraq. it is considered undesirable to dwell 


upon efiect of occtipation Syria upon Turkish policy. 


To OR OU oe et ope Oe 





FULL CaBINEr CTELEPRINTED TO SYDNEY 
DEFENCE Ss. 861 
R.A. '' MELBOURNE 
INFORMATION. 2054. 
18/7/41. 
, ; ; - AQS | 
National Archives, of Australia_ | << 
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 & Vin-IMP X 80 151/198 
DECYPHER FROM 
7 DATED 12th July, 1947 
THE SECRSTARY OF STATE ~ ae 
FOR DOMINICH AFFAIRS, / 
LONDON. ean X sBIVED 13th July, 1947 


GIRCULAR D, 414 SECRET. 


- 4.5 * == ° . . ‘ 
Following for ‘the /Primewinister 


(215) The State Depertment continue to display displeasure 
at furkey’s present policy. They have indicated that they 


2 ~ Re fen 4 a = ¥ ~% «<r 1 «=> nw ~~ ~ eet 
Feel pound £0 modify Turkey's srivileces and ars making export 


THE SECRETARY 


NET DEPARTMENT EXTERNAL AFFATRS 
of 


Hy / 
EA. REFERRE 









D, 2 


ECRETARY,— 
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CABLEGRAM reer 
. = ~ ; m) ors 
lp i 7 5 - 
DECYFPHER FROM — CE 21 
SECRETARY 0}? STATE DATED 10th ly, 1941. 
BOR DOMINION APFATRS, 3.35 p.m. 
‘s LOND CI. REORIVED 1ith F llv. 19474 
ie ' _ 
* 
: OFRCULAR D.405. SHORE 
> OE, te qumnamitentieatemmens 
= jt ‘oll ow tor the. .Prime Minister, 
| 


TURKEY. 
we + ee ee 


Ln reply tc a rkish o 28% 4 

AmbsasSeador at Anzora has en Seetrocied ae : t 
to tne Turkish Government stati NS that we regret and wid | 

pay Compenbation for accidental damage Tarkish propert 

pesuiting from action ac zh nt Didier" eau 

flying Turkish colours a ish territorial 

a 


m © ' 


a 

nG using the Tur 
+ 

uv 





waters on 4%h July; th meanwhile we presume that the 
Turkish Governine nt will make strongest pepres sentations 
veda yacey ae came nt (8) rscardi ng the use of Turkish rhe 
crritorial waters as sovere 
| as @ covered way for transport of mi.itmy 


Boers NG i Aitmark oase); (b) against the use of Turkish 
Lag by soa Nae ships, especially in territorial waters anda 


Tor = 


Ports. Meanwhile the Cocn ander-in=-Chisf Mediterranean has 
. been informed that while every endeavour has been made to 
eo avoid damage to Turkish jives and property, Vichy ships 
oe be attacked in Turkish hepbours if they would otherwise 
caps. 


ae oh Ie oe Pe ~~ Ee ee 


—_—— 
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\ ee zopy - Full Cabinet pine 
Defence Pe rant 

| External Affaires ie OG 

| 1h. 942 Ce. ed: ae 
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i PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT. ,, 
| 4 
< ; CB63/162 
oe. CABLEGRAM. 
THE SECRETARY OF STATE DATED 2nd July, 1941, 
ROR DOMINION AMMAIRS, 211 
LONDON, RECETVED Sra July, 1941, 
Gircular )p.$992. SsCRET. 
Following for the Prine Minister, 
My Circular D,S71i of 24th June, - 
a His Majesty's Ambassador st Angora has been instructed 


to inform the Turkish Government that we will do our utmost 
to meet their request for technical personnel, 


NORTH AFRICA. 

an Germans are reported to bs distributed as follows = 
(1) Algeria ~ 36 members of the Armistico Conmiseion 
plus 60 business men jall territorial reserve 

officers !s 

(2) Tunisia =< 2 members cof the Armistice Commissions 

/ 

‘ 


Morocco =— 204 members of the Armistice Commission; 


(4) Sixteen adaitional officials responsible for delivery 
or equipment to Libys. 


THAN, 


Be Germans in iran are reported to be showing fear of 
isolation anc transport to Turkey has been regussted for many, 


wu 


a APAS . 





& Mt - 


Mo Japanese Ambassador at Mcoucow has stated privately 
that he expects his Government to remain neutral but in the 
event of Wustia collapsing Japan would expleit the position in 
the Far Bast, 


SOVIET UNTON, 
My Circular D,286 sf Sthdune, 


5, The Soviet Ambassador has expressed the desire cf his 
Government te secure definition of our propose’ collaboration 
end enquired whether we would be willing to at scuss our 
Peepective policice where ws have common intervusts ¢.Be, 
Miadle Bast end Far Bast. 


6. Following sup ture of relations with Franse, the 
frenen gt Moecow, Anecluding Sscaced peisoners of war. 


Te We have sugeested the establishment 0:3 British 
Consulates at Pladivostock and Baku and His Majesty*s 
Ambassador hes been informed by the Soviet Deputy Commissary 
that this sugerestion will be favourably received, 
THE SECRETARY, Copy to Wer Cabinet, Defence Co-ord,, B.A. 
DEPT. OF EX'TERNAL AFFAIRS, —-—— Af /4i 






REFERRED, 


> 
ADVUNADY 
4 . 





Page 50 


National Archives of Australia NAA: AGB 


ye PRIME MINISTER’S DEPARTMENT. 





CABLEGRAM. 


Cz42 


DECYPHER FROM - 


THE SECRETARY OF STATE DATED SOth Juns, 1943, 
FOR DOMINION AFFAIRS, Shine 
LONDON, RECEIVED ist July, 1941, 


Gircular D, 586, 
SECRS?. For the P 5 ‘Bey oS ii4 ni =) te ig C 


TURKEY, 

3 My Circular D.366 of 23rd June. We have decided that 
our present policy as regards military and civil supplies for 
Torkey shall continue viz that while no increase in yolume is 
possible, thsre-should be stsady flow of military and civil 
materials subject to the proviso that caution ehould bs exerted 
in regard to long term projects and no undue call mags on 
shipping specially for articles of little use to ourselves in 
the Middle East, His Majesty’s Ambassador at: Washington 

has been instructed to sxpress to the United States Government 
the hops that they will continue to apply Lease Lend 

facilities to Turkey in conformity with our policy. 


A My Circular D.t735 of 26th dune. The Tumtich Government 
have refused the French request for the loan of tanke and other 
equipment originally supplied to the Turkish Goverment by the 
French Government, 


JYISSTA, 


oy After consultation with Stalin Molctoyv enouired of 
His Majesty's Ambassador on 27th June <- 


(i) degrees of our proposed co-operation; 

(2) whether it included political ci-operation; 

(3) whether we were prepared conelude political 
agreement derining co-operation, 


His Majesty’s Ambassador made it clear that = 


(3) envisaged maximum possible economic cO= 
Operation, military advicsa and technical help but that we had 
mM) men or Materials to spare; 


(2) was highly desirable in Middl# East and Far 
Bast and cur common aim shovld be to keap tha German and Axte 
partners out: 


(S) thet while comion onmity against Hitisr 
Was sound basis for military and economic co-operation, it was 
not satisfactory for political agreement, We did not, therefore, 
contemplate political agreement now but His Majasty’s Ambassager 


hoped that after mutual trust had been eatablishe 
Agreenent would 


miiitary and economic co-operation, political 
foliscw probabiy at the peace conference 


4 fhe Soviet Government has appointed representatives 

£5 conduct economic and military discussicns with cur miseion, 
Conversations haye started between military staffs, 

Be. Molotov has explained to liis Majesty’s Ambassador that 


the Sovist mititary authorities, hering never anticipated 
German attack without discussion or ultimatum, were taken by 
Surprise, Though anxious, Molotov did not enpear unduly depressea. 


F 
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2. 
INLAND, 





“66 The Finnish Goverment hare Withdraws recc 
from the Yugo Slay rapresgentative at Heleingfors and 
about to C2085 Belgian Legation. 
COPY TO WAR CABINET 
VEPL, DEFENCE CO, 
” Le A. 


THE SECRETARY, oe 
DEPT. EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, 
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CABLEGRAM. citizio | 


a FRO - 24 
- SBCRETARY OF STA TE DETED 1st Jul io a4 i) ie) 
FOR DOMINION AFFACKS, 2. HOD. Ie 
LONDON RECEIVED 2nd July,19h1 


Circuler D. AS 7s 


SPORST. EFcllowins for the Prime Minister. 


SWEDEN 


ww itm 


My Circular D789 of 27th dune. 
1. ‘ne Swedish Government are reported to 
have agreed to the German requerts (1) thet one German 
non-military airerart should be ellowed to fly as 
courier once per Gay oy ec epecitica route from Trondjhem so 
Reovktemi Janding in Swecen; .2) that Sweden should mine 
their territoriel waters South cf Oland Islands and 
oie yenuen mine fields in the entrance to the Guif of Bothnifg 
(3) thet Sweden should patrol their territorisl waters, 


7 


"4 ~ on ty em ~~ om > “i — hey 44 = ms 
phey are reported to have refused (1) requaps 
a A =~ a x 


that they should close the passage through their minefields vee 
Puesian warships and forbid passage of Russien eurfare 
warenips throuch their territorial waters; (2) to sive 
undertaking to release German military aircraft which might 
Deke forcea lanGcings in Sweden. ne Swedes will continue 

te deliver war material to Finland and appear to be contei- 
plating, despatch of fcodstuffs alsc. 


TURKEY. 


4 £ she Turkish Gevernment’s public 
comments on the German-Turkish pact have besn gushing, their 
references to the sarsrguarding of Eng lo- Turkish treaty nave, 
gdesapite ‘continues representations from | Me Amp assador heen 
meagre end given grudcingly. Phe Minister for Foreign Atfalrs 


2s Wh 


: oa 


has been in @ifficult mood; he has been seeking to justify 
the Germean-Turkish pact by cisiwing thet 1t releases Germany 
fo attack Russis,sand has even shown cffence at our failure te 
Sppleud Turkish ciplomecy for this streke. 


Hs has also ex>nressed resentm 
the Prime Minister’s apeech which he interpret 
WSO ere vrepsred ts reward Russia at Turkey's e 
H.-weAmbassader hes been inetructed to 
snterpretaticn is wholly unjustified and to sasur 
2 2 


25n tliat 


for Foreign Aliairs thet we intend crupuicusiy to nema 
whe tepritcriel integrity of Turkey. [he Minister for 
Bersign Affsirs continues to exprese contern at cur activity 
in Syria; Bomen PSO Rado x attributes this partly to Turkish 
Spprehension lest Germsen presstre is added to the French 
request for PAS asgs of men and material to Syria, which 

the Turkish Government heave so far refused. 


The Secretary, 
Department of External Affairs. 


Referred. 
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PRIME MINISTER’S DEPARTMENT. 
a SSS I, 10863 


~ CABLEGRAM. * 


DECYPHER FROM « 





THe SHEGRETARY OF Sv. TE DATED 24th June, 1941, 
3 FOR DOMINION AFFAIHS, 10 p.s 
LONDON , RECEIVED 25th sune, 1941, 


Circular telegram D,37i, 


SECRET, 
“oliowing for the Frime Minister ~- ey 
SWITZERLAND, 


rin whe Swiee have agreed .o extend German control of 
export treaiiic including pxailway pessengera to cover 
uncceupied France tn return for « 

(2} dimeresced German coel deliveries fran 
150,0C0 tone monthly to 200,000 montidy wmtil the 
Gnd of icdc? 


(2) -mimor conceseions in regari to transit 
permite for Swise exporta, 


ee the Turkish General Staff have requested 45 British 
ltechnics? experte (rmiliterr, Pactory sxypsrte, shipbuilding 
jexperts, ectablishment advisers) in addition to eight already 
eee for, 


IRAQ, 


Se Phe Shiek of Mahmoud Murdiesh leader confined to 
Baghdac for the last ten years, escaped during recent 
fighting and threatens to disturb order in Tragi Hurdistan 
where he is aiming at establishing some kind of independent 
State, ‘the Iragi Government are trying to arrange peaceful 
settlement tut are concentrating troops as a precaution. 


U.S5.5.P. 


“5 fhe United States Secretary of State hae indicated 
6 tiis Majeety"s Ambassador that in view of the possibility 
of Japen going to war with Russia we and the United States 
should play cautiously with Ruseias; we might help Russia 


Sconomicaily to resist Germany but should not move into 
Alliance with Russia, 


5. “ne Soviet Government accept our offer to send 
militvery snd economic missions te Russia but on condition 
that they are allowed to reciprocate by helping us, 


FINLAND, 
6, My Circular D,352 of 16th June, His Majesty's 


Minister at Helsingfors is protesting te the Finnish Govern- 
ment against the withdrewal of recognition from the Polish 
Legation and is informing them that three members of the 
Polish Lezation are being appointed to his staff, 


17. 
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I, 10863 
CABLEGRAM. 
Ze 
Te His Majesty's Minister at Helsingfors reports 
<< indications that Finnish masses are not keen for any new 


adventure at the side of Germany that food is short, and 
the response to mobilisation orders has not been good, He 
considers, however, that the present Finnish attitude of 
resignation would change at once if Russia attacked 
Finland, 


t 8, The Soviet Minister states that Soviet transit 
traffic to Hango also through train traffic to Leningrad 
from Heleingfors still continues, 


S, The Finnish Minister has informed us on instructions 
that the Finnish Government are doing their best to keep 
out of the German-Russian War, that the Finns have taken 
| no offensive action and would not do so despite incidents 
Ss on 22nd dune including Soviet bombing of a small Finnish 
port and Yinnish warships and flight of Russian aircraft 
acrose the Finnish frontier, The Finnish Minister for . 
Poreign Affsirs had expressed to the Soviet Minister desire 
to avoid renewal of the war with Kuseia, is 
7 


10, the Finnish Government have sent between 1,000 and 
2,000 troops to garrison the demilitarised zone of Aland 
Tealand ostensibiy to maintain Finnish neutrality there, 

The Soviet Minister while admitting that this would compel 
evacuation of Aland Island by the Soviet Government 

has merely reserved the right to protest if instructed 

by his Government, 





COPY TO FULL CABINET : 

DEPT, DEFENCE CO, 3 

a B.A. ae? 
. 26/6/1941 ~~ 
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PRIVE MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT ti‘ ~~ ot 
CABLEGRAM. 
Sent 17th June, 194]. 
be LL.10 p.m. 
Ser a Received 18th June, 194%, 
’ at , il i CYPHER FROM 
a SECHETARY OF STATE FOR 
i DOMINION AFFAIRS. 
Fas FS) iON. 


Be IMPORTANT. (Received through U.K. High Commissioner) 
| Circular Z.221. SECRET. 


__, Newfoundland No.545. Southern Rhodesia No. 320. 
Following may be used for the guidance of the press. 
Ministry of information. 


For some months considerable pressure has been 
put by Germary on pureey to induce her to sign an 
agreement adventageous to Germany's schemes for eastward 
expagsion anc it is now probable that an acreement of 
limited scope specifically safeguarding contractual 
Obligations vith other countries (among which Anglo- 


Turkish Treaty is included by implication) will be signed 
; shortly. 


No mention of this fact should on any secount be 

allowad to leak out until the agreement is announced, but 

een ae Occurs the press might bear the following points 
in mind :- 





e 1. Germany undoubtedly hoped for an agreement of 

&@ more extensive character, involving economic concessions 
and including right to despatch troops Hea n Turkey, ° 
Such an agreement has nov been concluded. Although 

ere i3 no reason to suppose that the attitude of Turkey 
pegarding maintenance of her own independence and 
integrity is aifected by the present agreement, the 
pe sonas ney well try to use it as the thin edge of the 
nedee, 


| _&. We have every reason for Ge levee that 
Turkey intence to remain loyal to Anglo-Turkish Treaty. 
She has kept us informed of negotietions and has 
insisted on maintenance of her existing contractual 
obligations. 





3. It is not improbable that one of the main | 
Objects of the agreement from the German point of view is 
$0 neutralise Turkey in the event of a German attack on 

the U.S.S.R. This point however should not be stressed, 
Since to do <o would only serve to embitter Turkish- 
soviet relations. 


€. Any criticism of or recriminations against 
turkey shoulc be avoided as being unjustified as well as 
ampolitic., ‘Turkey's ability to resist German pressure 
i‘ _ hes been gravely weakened ever since the collapse. of 
| France, not only because this collapse earried with it 


the possibility of a Germen inveasicn of Syria but also 
because the Turks were expecting delivery of substantial e 


‘a quantities ,,/ 
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es 


of war material fron the Prencoh. While we ha 
and shall do all we can to remedy this defi 


it is clear tiet our 


Material has been greatly reduced as a result cf 
Situation in the Micdle Kast following French , 

Transport proolems moreover have been aoute dur 
Unrest in Iraq and Syria. 
States help these conditions should improve, 


J. Just as the British Empire in the pr 
Stage of the yar is on the defensive in milit 
gO “urkey is fighting an exceptional defensive act 
Ai the hope tiat localised retreat on diplomatic 
Will gain tine and so enable her to preserve the essentials 
Or her indepeadence until Li Lei 
eid from her friends to neake 


Defence (“o- 


Bel. 4 


>» 


. 
a 
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own abi 


Information, 


Vr. Dewson 
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| THE SECRETARY OF <7ATE DATED 18th June, 1941, 

. FOR DOMINION \FFAIRS, 1.18 p.m, 
E LONDON. RECZTVAD 19th June, 1944. 
| Circular M,112, MOST SECRET, 

FPollowinz for the Prime Minister. 


TURKEY. 


My Circular M,111 of i7th June, 1941, 


———_—_— 


u 


a 
rx} Gu 53 


; On i7th June in res; 

| from His Majeety’s Ambassador r 
} Turkish-German Agreement, the 1 
E. Affeire repeated that Turkish 
| would be maintained and also 
' | | that the safeguarding clause 
Be Agreement vould egually be ap 
ba, which might arise out of the or 
4 Ambassador pointed out that Germany ni 

a. reversal o- the present pro~British attitude of the Turkish 

r °<, press, intercept supply of chrome, secure removal of many 

: Of our experts and advisers in Turkey » etc, In short she 

a Might try jo turn the whcle of Tirkey's position to her 
adventage, The Minister for Foreign Affairs said that this 
would not be admitted; these were domestic questions and he 
a intended to retain contrel of them. 
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ty’'s Ambassador 
rkish-German 


Roaes on 
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ty 


Mposo 
7 c 


rt i 
he 
i 


€ +o any Future understending 
1 treaty, His Majesty's 
might try to secure 


Le 
<j oO 


’ | . Later on, 17th June, the Minis teyfor Foreign Arfairs 
. inforned His Majesty's Ambassador that the text of the 
Ff Turkish-Germany Agreement having been approved by the 

ue German Government, had been initis}bd oy himself and the German 
: Ambessador. The Ambassador wanted immediste signature. but 
fy the Minister for Foreign Afrairs insisted that the Turkish 
Government and party must first be consulted, He would not 
readily sign before 10 p.m, on Wednesday i8th June, He 

ne had insisted with the German Ambassador that there should be 
no newspaper or broadcast announcement until after midnight on 
Wednesday 18th June, He asked us to observe the same 
conditions 


| We are urging United States Government to support our 
; representaiions at Angora to obtain simultaneous declaration 
by Turkich Government safeguarding Anglo-Turkish Treaty. 


OPY TO FULL CABINGT 
DEPT. DEFENCE CO, 


' fh 


Batt. 
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b> C30 
fs Sent L?tk June, 1942, 
F 2 p.m. 
) neseived Leth Tune, 1941. 
| DeerPHer Faox 
Md aeceitasy 3P STATS 
Po* DOMINION AFFAIRS, 
L LoNbon. 
grist ye Circuler M.111. 
r + 
Rae Suchet. Following for the Prime Minister: - 
|  WORKEY : (ly telegram M.109 of 16th June Paragraph 2). 
ce "3 . His Majesty's Ambassedor st Angora hes been 
bot 
; - iostructed to press hard for public declaration that 
. _ Anglo Turkish treaty is safeguerded under the terms of 
| the proposed German-Turkish Agreenént. 
ia Copy to Full Cabinet, 

“4 Defence Co-0rd. 

ty eA. Dion 

mt 18/6/42 
| 

Secretary 

’ Department of External Affairs. 

——— 

j Referred. £ 

Joe | 
secretary. 
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i CABLEGRAM. © 
c 
| 
CYPHER FROM - 
i . * rf > ~ - » ; 
| HE SECRETARY OF 2 0AT 3 16th June, 194 
| FOR DOMINI VU! BAAR y ar! 
LONDON. ecw D L7th wan 7 if 
—_—-.—— 
Circular M.109, 
; SCR: ts +: Low? as Prime Minister 
Ir My C : revyvlar i my 10 's i 12 tn June. 
TURKET. 
Ls His Majesty s Ambassador was instructed to 1 
strong representations to the Turkish Government ag 
ponciuding asresment rarticularly at this n ut an 
h Ambassador at Washington was instructed unless he s: 
to intorm the United States Government of the AES ©) 
a Waten & View to enlisting their support to d he 
F y Government from Tinally committing themselve 
9 oe i2an vhs Le n iViii i e ~ 6! E'OY -) i at nh 
_— proposals * vy, Ate . r=] iT . Y er ing + " 2h “ ’ so Vv 
been in?vo: that the duration of thr = re 
would be f: to 10 year: lic Majesty's bas C 
am eaterorics sSurances — 
4 . - > 2 4 + ‘. 4 wee] 
Ss a) that the safeguarding of the Ang 
Treaty should be absolutely watertight; 
, (b that there should be ni lestion ‘0: 
rf - aniy » * eu Ti T. hed mien = ~ ry 47 » ¢ alr 
[Ont Ya ’ Ar e LAl iti J ; oS oe . u ° 
Ao os _" ou vi 7 => { = 7? nl 
tes ~~ wad de - t : ->* -- J 
The Vinister for Foreign Affairs an He Se 
~ . — pe _ 2 ary a 7 b fy 
. gave most definite verbal assurances in regard to \ 
Perard to (2). which mest be interpreteca in tus lig 
» \ a = * es 
barses “wider reservation of exists DOr LE 
| WNich prefaces the draf roposed 
i R ~s. = age . Yee rioe fr . ” awa 4 -h cl = iv: Tye yirs 
Se ya Bh A ve 4)<7- DV & #mpasbSaaa ; mMmSA2ac = e} Ouse 
tO coneluce Tresty with the Germans pramarily resus’ 
| G6termination to avoid war which will continue to & 
4 he oo 
POLLGY BD long as it does not reouire sacrifices of 
Sncerests and which is Founded upon wuch tactore as 
Svace of Turkish defences, our inabilit: Oo supply 
ene uncertainty of the military situaticn and above 
SUPKGeHn deelre to concentrate on Turkish affairs ine 
Turkish be r. He believes thst we will continue 
mach goodwill and benefit from Turkish collaboration 
SUCKGy Will be responsive to German pressure provide 
28 Not directed against her integrity and that by th 
| &ione can restore our influence in Turkey, 
| 
| (o as received), 
| “~~ J —_ + 
‘SECRETARY, COPY TO FULL CABINET 
PT, OF BATSRNAL AFFAIRS, DEPT. DERENCE CO, 
‘ " mA 
i. *® 
17/6/ L 1 
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, PRIME NINISTZE'S DEPARTMENT. 
CABLEGH AN. 
’ 
4% [. 10054 
VECYPHER PROM = CB 61/154 
i. SECKZTARY OF STATE — VATED 15th June, 1941. 
neg YOR DOMINION APPAIRs, 12.45 a.m 
F - LONDON. RECEIVED 15th June, 1941. 
- . 
: QIRCULAR MN. 108. SECRET 
| Poi2zowing for the Prime Minister 
le 
‘ Turkey. 
; My Giroular telegram N.107, Under urpent German 
preseure, the Turkish Government have agreed to draft 
/ la propoeais for agreement engaging Germany and farkey 


(1) Mutually to respect territory and abstain from 
eny action aimed at the other eontracticg partys 


{2) To make contact with sacn other on all gues tions 
touching their common interests, 


The Minister for Foreign Affairs nas informed His. 
Majesty’s Ambassador that he insisted on the inclusion of 
“Clauses safeguarding existing agreements and that the Germans 
agreed. When H.M. Ambassador urfed delay in view of thea 
present Soviet-Genmman relations, the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs said that despite Germanys threat to the W.8.S.R. 
he Had seen no sign of Soviet approach to the Turkish Goverrn- 
ent; he indicated however that hts negotiations ~Lth the 
German Ambassador might yet be drawi cut. 


Copy - Full cUsbiret 
iwfence 
External Affairs 








25.56.41 


The Secretary, 
Department of External Affairs. 


a 


Referred. 





oo Rae — 





Page 63 





PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT 


DECYPHER FROL 
SECRETARY OF STATE FOR 


DOMINION AFFATRS, 
LONDON 





ee 





Fly es F 


wate 


ie ’ 
. TURKEY . 
4 . 
* ad 
| 


M.107. 


My telegram 10> of Sth June. 


for Foreign Affairs has indicated to His Majesty's Ambassador 


SECRE 


CABLEGRAM 


-——_—o - = 


Copy to Full Cabinet, Defence, H.A. 


= me 
Ou 25 / a 


sent 13th June, 


1937 


194] 


Received LAth June ‘ 


B 


The Turkish Minister 


made further progress owing to his refusal to compro 


Turkish loyalty to the Angio-Turkish Treaty. 
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‘this connection their need for further equipment) sre reluctant 


Turkish President but in view of Turkey's reluctence to come into 


‘NAT: AFFAIRS. 








DECYPHER FROM =XTERNAL APPATRS ONVICEN. LONDON, 
No. 172. Dete Sent: 7.45 pem = 5/3/41. 
Date Recd: 6th March, 1941, 
MOST SECRE 
FOR HODGSON, 

























. Your telerram No. 217. 


There have been frevuent delays in tronsmission of 
telegrams from the Belkans snd Turkey, and Foreimm Office have 
had difficulty in compiling informotion, . 


As regerds Turkey beckground remsins much the same 
es that set out in Dominions Office telerram M33 Februsry 28th, 


r your own most secr:t informtion I understend 
é€ position ss shown by recent discussions is thet the 
rks while remaining loyal to the slliance ond envisaging the 
entry into the wor on our side st some stage (and stressing in 






to come in at the present time, They would come in if Germany 
attackedthem but are not likely to do so if Germany attacked 
Greece only. 


They are apprehensive of an attock by Russia through 
the Caucasus end the Secretory of State for Toreicn “ffeirs hes 
urged on the Soviet Ambessador:-at Angors the importence of 
closer Soviet Turkish understending, No evidence however of 
any move in this direction, Northern Department of the ‘Foreign 
Office considers that Russia's note to Bulgaria re accession to 
the Axis is rather less “pro-German" than might heave been 
expected. 


German pressure on Turkey has lately increased and 
veiled threats hove no doubt been mingled with recent blandishmen 
Nothing yet known here of Hitler's persons] message to the 


the wer it is probable that the messege will contain reassuring ~ 
statements, possibly the bribe of Syria, torcether with references 
to Germany's grest strength end the rough possibility of Russian 
attack on Turkey. 


Papen recently questioned the Turkish Minister for 
Foreign Affairs about S@en's conversations with the President and 
the Chief of the Staff. ~The Minister for Foreign Affairs stotes 
thst he replied that sll possible threats to Turkey hed been 
Giscussed ond masures to meet them but that he personslly knew 
no details, Papen raised the oestion of “peace” and the 
Minister for Poreign Affairs replicd thot when word wes mentioned 
to Eden “he did no more than make a fsce of disspproval.” 


The Greeks have sent a messoge to the Turks through — 
Eden esking if the Turks will agree to (a) G@recks withdrawing 
troops from Turkey-Greece frontier for “efence of »elonica end 

(b) stating that the Greeks would be prepsred to sllow the Turks 


to send Turkish troops ecross the fronticr to » place them. 
(Thought here that this mst be in sccordence {th some nooress 
jse- military convention between the two scour ar Leee orebably entere ‘ 
; 4nto st the time of Turkish-Greece [ree ty). + 
| we | heh re 
gi fas 
Yo 
| National Archives of Australia NAA: AQ8 
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Greek withdrawal, 


ve agreed to (a) i.e. 
t seid they would teke 


Turks hea 
They did not turn (b) down altogether bu 
| | two or three days to consider it, 


| Turks say they have recently approsched. the 
Yugoslavs but can get no response, Unlikely thet anything 


will come from this querter, 


| 
I hed a talk on March 5rd with the Turkish 

Militery Attache here recardine recent Turkish requests 
for Australian horses, He spoke of “the possibility of 
Turkey being at war any day and any hour” and stressed 
Turkey's defensive role; Turkey in Asia, he said, coulda 
be defended ond the Germans would never break through it, 
but as for Turkey in Surope he is not so sure, and shook 
his head. No doubt with his eyes mainly on the horses 
he seid Turkey wented to buila up her supplies on 4 long 
distance bsesis and spoke of a later stage perhaps next 
year when Turkey would no longer be playing a defensive 


role, but taking the offensive, 
STIRLING, 








ce hae 
_ National Archives of Australia " NAA: AQ 
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s DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS. 


CABLEGRAM. GECRE! 
as TO EXTERNAL APFAIRS OFFICER, LONDON, 
Dated: 5/5/41. 


@ No. 217. 
MEDIATE, SECRET. 


Since intimetion last week of War Cabinet proposals 
regerding Greece we have been waiting anxiously for indication 
of Turkish attitude. No informetion of a gp ot ec discussion 
has been received beyond public announcement of complete 
agreement. Glad if you would telegraph available facts. 
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zi, 8740 
158/53 
_ DECYPHER FR 
_-——“(i«sé« PE «SECRETARY OF STATE DATED 28th May, 1941 
oe FOR DOMINION AFFAIRS, 21h) 
et % LONDON. RECEIVED 29th May, 1941. 
’ ~ 
To Circular D,313, 
ra ae SECRET, Pollowing for the Prime eae Lie 
<a rr] Warn O Qhot - 
TURKEY. oe ape 
My telegram 19th May D,289,".  _s ~ _s 


His Majesty's Ambassador at Angors reports thet the 





| Turkish General Staff continue to emphasis the necessity of lone 
oa control of Syria in order to preserve communicetions 
with Turkey, Whilst Turkey is happier about Iraq, they wil. 
eontinue to feel isolated until some action can be teken in 
Syria, Such action would have beneficial &fect on Turkey's 
attitude to the present German pressure, I+ will be eppreciated 
that the issue in Crete Will have very considerable influence 
on Turkey’ sS ettitude, 

It appears that the French are not withdrawing to 
Lebannon although certain preparations may have been made. 
There is no general movement of Opinion favourable to us but 
though Colonel Collet, was not able to bring over all of his 
Squadrons, the fact that he came with some is significant and 
‘here are signs of others following, ‘There is no doubt that 
senior officers would resist entry by allied troops but 


whether junior officers and other ranks would obey,only events 
would show, 








a . COPY TO FULL CABINET 
) ; DEPT. DEFENCE CO, 
? i Af - E.A. 
ie? : 29/5/1941 
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t 
CABLES 159/78 X 23 B- 
ceoveuez FRM- CABLEGRAM. 
ad 29th Avril of 
Secretary of State lated 2‘ h April, 1942. 
for Dominioa Affairs, Ree etn ees OO ene ie Yai 
LONDON, RECEIVED SOtThHh April » beetle 
—a 
Circulars M, 76 
MOST SECRET, 
My Circular ¥.75 following for Prime Minister. 
rn 

1, Tn -onversation with His Majesty’s Ambassador at Angora o1 
23th Aprii, the Moricish Secretary Genersl stated that various 
possibis German moves head been carefully Considered by the Turkish 
Goverment who woule categorically refuse German requests = 


(a) to eign the Tri-Party pact; 


(1b) to break off alliance with us; 
(oe) to Align non-aggression pact while maintaining 
Angio~-Turkish alliance, 


Re The Secretary General wa 
that Germeny mignat make some su Ss 
bounds of Turkey’s present enga e 
gathered the impression that the Se 
might sive scope at least for furth 


finite as regards the possibility 
on of neutrality within the 
a but His Majesty’s Ambassador 


= 
mer 
& 
ary GeneralAhought that this 
r consideration. 


Ss In reply to His Majesty*’s Ambassador's snoulry as to a 
possibile demend for passage of troops tne Secretary General said 
that thie woulda certainly be refused but that he thought thet the 
diiea of trying to reach Suez via Anatolia was extravagant. 


4, As regards the possibility that Germany now able to threaten 
Bosphorous from Varna and the Dardenelies from Sofia and Lemnos would 
Sxtend Her control to Dodecanese at the same time threatening 
Turkich communications through Syria, the Secretary General said 
that rie attention would be paid to this. Turkey realised now that 
4% woula be more difficulty for us to supply her end would have to 

do her bess with her own resources. This would not affeet her | Tae, 
decision to resist in eventualities contemplated. 77 


Be The Secretary General made it quite clear that the Turkish Izy: 
Goverrmgnt Hoped to keep out of war this year and that by next year 


ouy SUperiority would be established, His Majesty's Ambassador thinke 
that they will follow this line as far as they can, 


— ee Oe ee re mm ee cet ee OF ee ee oe 


20/4/41. 
Copy sent to Full Cabinet, 
Defences Co-ordination, 


External Affairs, 
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; COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. ~ Downing Street, 
Circular despatch D. No. o6_ . # April, 1940. 
| 
Sir, 


With reference to my most secret telegram 
circular D. No. 30 of the 17th January, I have the 
honour to transmit the accompanying prints of the 
. — agreements (regarding chrome and dried fruits) concluded 
B*. (4 at Paris on the Sth January between His Majesty's 
SNORT bie Government in the United Kingdom, France and Turkey. 

4 Ze The remaining agreements between the United 


Kingdom Government, France and Turkey, to which reference 


a 


~ 


was made in my most secret telegram circular D. No. 17 
: of the izth January, have been published as Treaty Series 
| No. 4 (1940) (Cmd.6165), copies of which were forwarded 
bss under cover of circular note dated the i4th February. 
I have the honour to be, 
; Sir, 
Your most obedient, 


humble servant, 


betting SZ 


Copy & copymane2aT DEF, CO-ORD. 
+ CE 


COMMER 
Inf. 3/5/40. 


Copy encl. to TREASURY 
THE PRIME MINISTER MM 
OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 
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7 
TV¥.—ACCORD FRANCO-ANGLO-TURC SUR LES FRUITS SECS. 


Le Gouvernement dn Royaume-Umi de Grande-Bretagne et 
dTrlande du Nord, le Gouvernement francais et le Gouvernement 
ture sont convenns des dispositions snivantes : 


Anviche 1. 


Le Gouvernement francais et le Gouvernement du Royaume-Uni 
Sengagent & acheter en Turquie des raisins secs, figues séches et 
noisettes décortiquées pour le montant annuel de 124,550,000. fr. 
pour la France et de £1,300,000 pour le Royaume-Uni. 

Il est entendn que les raisins, les figues et lea noisettes seront 
disponibles sur le marché ture & des prix raisonnables ‘et qu'ils seront 
de qualité satisfaisante et bien emballés. 

Les raisins secs, les figues et les noisettes seront destinés A la 
consommation intérieure de Ja France et du Royaume-Uni. 
Toutefois, si ces produits sont achetés au moyen de livres turques 
versées en réglement des emprunts auxquels se réfere le préambule du 
Protocole signé en date de ce jour, ils bénéficieront des dispositions 
de l'Article premier dudit Protocole. 


ARTICLE 2. 


L’engagement d’achat des fruits secs, prévn a Varticle 1 cl-dessus. 
commencera a courir 4 compter dn 1™ septembre 1989 et cessera ses 
effets lorsque se terminera la saison d’exportation des fruits secs en 
cours au moment oii la fin des hostilités actuellement engagées entre 
la France, le Royaume-Uni et l’Allemagne aura 6té officiellement con- 
statée par une communication écrite entre les trois Gouvernements. 

Dans le cas oii les hostilités prendraient. fin officiellement & un 
moment ot la saison d’exportation des fruits secs tures ne serait pas 
en cours, l’engagement dn Gouvernement frangais et du Gouverne- 
ment du Royaume-Uni cesserait ses effets lorsque se terminera la 
saison d’exportation qui suivra la constatation officielle de la fin des 
hostilités. 

Toutefois, le Gouvernement francais et le Gouvernement du 
Royaume-Uni comme le Gouvernement ture. pourront demander qu’il 
soit mis fin au présent accord. aprés l’achévement de la saison 
d’exportation des fruits secs tures de année 1942-1948, cette 
demande devant étre formulée avant le 1" janvier 1948. 

Aux termes du présent accord, la saison d’exportation des fruits 
sees turcs correspond la période qui s’étend du 17 aoft d’une année 
au 1™ mars de l'année suivante. 


En foi de quoi, les Plénipotentiaires, dfiment autorisés & cet effet. 
ont signé le présent accord, 


Fait, en triple exemplaire, a Paris, le 8 Janvier 1940. 


R. H. CAMPBELL. 
EDOUARD DALADIER, 
G. PERNOT. 

N. MENEMENCIOGLU. 
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V¥.—PROTOCOLE. 


Le Gouvernement du Royaume-Uni de Grande-Bretagne et 
d'Irlande du Nord, le Gouvernement de la République francaise et 
le Gonvernement de Ja République turque, 

Se référant aux arrangements conclus en date de ce jour au sujet 
de l"emprunt 4 pour cent de £25 millions, de l’emprunt 8 pour cent 
de £15 millions, de l'emprunt 3 pour cent de £2 millions et de 
Vemprant 8 pour cent de 264,750,000 fr., 

Sont conyenus de ce qui suit : 


AntricLe 1. 


1. Les produits tures qui seront achetés par le Gouvernement du 
Royanume-Uni et par le Gouvernement frangais au moyen des Livres 
furqnes versées en réglement du service de chacun des quatre 
emprunts visés ci-essus sont destinés & la consommation intérieure 
du Reyaume-Uni et de la France. Tl est entendu toutefois que ces 
produits pourront étre aussi utilisés pour les besoins des réfugiés 
seoours par ces Gouvernements en quelque territoire qu’'ils se 
frouvent ainsi que pour les besoings des troupes francaises et 
britanniques en quelque territoire qu'elles se trouvent,. 

2. Les produits achetés conformément a I’alinéa précédent et 
importés en France pourront étre réexportés vers le Royaume-Uni. 
De méme, les produits achetés conformément A l’alinéa précédent et 
importés dans le Royaume-Uni pourront &tre réexportés vers la 
France. 

3. Le Gouvernement de la République turque examinera avec Ja 
plus grande bienveillante les demandes qni pourront Ini étre 
présentées par le Gouvernement francais et le Gouvernement dy 
Royaume-Uni tendant a l’exportation ou A Ja réexportation a destina- 
tion des colonies britanniques ou de l'empire francais des produits 
achetés dans les conditions indiquées ci-dessus. 


Arricie 2. 


Sans préjndice des dispositions spéciales relatives a l’emprunt 
3 pour cent de £15 millions, & l'emprunt 3 pour cent de £2 millions, 
et a l’emprant 3 pour cent de 264,750,000 fr., les Livres turques a 
recevoir par le Gouvernement francais et par le Gouvernement du 
Royaume-Uni en réglement du service des quatre emprunts visés 
ei-dessus, seront utilisables en vue de l’achat et de l'exportation des 
mémes produits tures que ceux qui pourront étre achetés et exportés 
dans le cadre des dispositions générales des accords de commerce ¢t 
de paiement entre la Turquie d'une part, la France on le 
Royaume-Uni, d’autre part. 


ArtTicLe 8. 


Afin de faciliter les achats de produits turcs visés ci-dessus et en 
particonher afin de donner an Gouvernement francais et su Gouverne- 
ment du Royaume-Uni la possibilité de faire des achats avant Je 
30 juin 1940 et avant le 31 décembre 1940 sans attendre le versement 

es Livres turgues dues pour le service des emprunts, les trois 
Gouveriiements sont d’accord pour demander i leurs banques 
d’émission respectives d’étudier un arrangement d cette fin. 

Les trois Gouvernements pourront envisager d'un commun accord 
de prolonger l'application de l’alinéa qui précéde en yue de faciliter 
des achats & effectuer apras le $1 décembre 1940. 


En foi de quoi, les plénipotentiaires, diment autorisés & cet effet, 
ent signs le présent Protocole. 


Fait 4 Paris, en triple exemplaire, le 8 Janvier 1940. 


R. H, CAMPBELL, 
EDOUARD. DALADTER. 
N. MENEMENCIOGLU. 
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The Government of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland, the French Government and the 


Turkish Government are agreed as follows:- 


ARTICLE 1. During the continuance of the present agreement 
and with the exception of quantities which may be exported by 
Turkey to the United States of America, the French Government 
ana the Government of the United Kingdom will purchase all 
Supplies of the mineral chrome and derivative products available 
on the Turkish market, including the stock of chrome existing 
at the moment of the signature of the present agreement valued 
arbitrarily at 50,000 tons, and it being understood that the 
Turkish production of chrome will be fixed at a maximum of 
e00,000 tons per annum. 

ARTICLE <. Of the chrome and exportable derivative products 
mentioned in Article 1 above the portion of France will be 

4/15 and that of the United Kingdom 11/15. 

ARTICLE 3. The value in sterling of the purchases of chrome 
made by the Government of the United Kingdom in accordance with 


the conditions provided in Articles 1 and 2 herewith will be 


paid to the account of the company "Anglo-Turkish Commodities Lta.n 


and will be employed exclusively for the objects defined in 
Paragraph 4 (2) (iV) of the Anglo-Turkish commerce and clearing 
eeteement of 27th May, 1958, in addition to that of 2nd September, 
1956, 45 well as in Articles 6 and 7 of Part 2 of the Anglo- 
Turkish Guarantee Agreement of «7th May, 1938. 

The purchase price of the chrome will be calculated 
in accordance with the price ruling in the London metal exchange 
for-metal of the same grade and Characteristics. 

ARTICLE 4. fhe portion accruing to France will be bought in 
Conformity with the provisions of the Franco-furkish commerce and 


payment agreements. 
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ARTICLE 5. The chrome bought by France or by the United 
Kingdom by virtue of the present egreement will not be re- 
exported to third countries. It is agreed notwithstanding that 
Without affecting the division provided for in Article 2&, 
re—exportation between France and the United Kingdom remains free. 
ERTICLE 6. The Turkish Government reserves the right 
to sell chrome on its own account to other countries and to 
export chrome to these countries provided always that the 
purchasers shall have obtained in each case for the corresponding 
Guantity of chrome the renunciation of the French Government 
ana the Government of the United Kingdom of the right which 
accrues to each of them from the provisions of Articles i and 
& above over the supplies of chrome and derivative products 
available in Turkey. 
ARTICLE 7. The present agreement will commence operation 
on the day of signature and will remain in force for a period 
of two years. 
Its validity will be capable of extension for 
a further period of one year at the request either of the 
French Government and the Government of the United Kingdom 
Or of the Turkish Government, this request to be made in writing 
at a date not later than 8th October, 1941. 
in witness whereof the plenipotentiaries 
being duly authorised for this purpose have signed the present 
Gereement. Done in triplicate at Paris, &th January, 1940. 
R. H. CAMPBELL 
EDOUARD DALADIER 
G. PERNOT 


N. MENEMENCIOGLU 
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Tit.—ACCORD ANGLO-FRANCO-TURC SUR LE CHROME. 


Le Gonvernement du Royaume-Um de Grande-Bretagne ef 
d'Irlande du Nord, le Gouvernement francais et le Gouvernement 
turé sont convenius des dispositions suivantes : 


Anricie 1*. 


Pendant la durée du présent accord et a l'exception des quantités 
qui seront éventuellement exportées par la Turquie aux Etats-Unis 
d'Amérique, le Gouvernement francais _et le Gouvernement du 
Royaume-Uni achéteront toutes les quantités de minerai de chrome 
et de produits dérivés disponibles sur le marché turc, en y comprenant 
le atock existant de minerai de chrome an moment de la signature du 
présent accord, évalué forfaitairement & 50,000 tonnes, et étant 
entendu que la production turque de minerai de chrome sera fixée A 
nn maximum de 250,000 tonnes par an. 


ARTICLE 2. 


Sur je minerai de chrome et les produits dérivés exportables 
mentionnés & l'article 1 ci-dessus, la part de la France sera de-4/15 
et celle du Royanme-Uni de 11/15. 


Arricue -8. 


La contrevaleur en sterling des achats de chrome effectués par le 
Gouvernement du Royaume-Uni dans les conditions prévues aux 
articles 1 et 2 ci-dessus sera portée au ecrédit de la Société ** Anglo- 
Turkish Commodities, Ltd.’’ et sera employée exclusivement aux fins 
définies au paragraphe 4 (2) (TV) de l'accord anglo-ture de commerce 
et de clearing du 27 mai 1938, additionnel & celui du 2 septembre 
1936 ainsi qu’aux articles 6 et 7 de la partie 2 de l’aceord de garantie 
anglo-ture du 27 mai 1938. 

Le prix d’achat du chrome sera calculé d’aprés la cotation de !a 
Bourse des Métaux de Londres pour le minerai de méme teneur et 
caractéristiques. 


ARTICLE 4. 


La part revenant a ja France sera achetée conformément aux 
dispositions des accords de commerce et de paiement franco-turcs. 


ARTICLE 5. 


Le chrome acheté par la France ou par le Royaume-Uni en vertu 
du présent accord ne sera pas réexporté vers des pays tiers. Il est 
toutefois convenu que, sans préjudice de la répartition prévue A 


l'article 2, la réexportation entre la France et le Royaume-Uni reste 
libre. 


ARTICLE 6. 


Le Gouvernement ture se réserve le droit de vendre pour son 
propre compte du chrome a d'autres pays, et d’exporter ce chrome A 
destination de ces pays A condition, toutefois, que les acheteurs aient 
obtenu, dans chaque cas, pour la quantité de chrome correspondante, 
la renonciation “du Gonyernement francais ef du Gouvernement du 
Royaume-Oni au droit qui résulte pour chacun deux des dispositions 
des articles 1 et 2 ci-dessus sur les quantités de minerai de chrome 
et des prodnits dérivés disponibles en Turquie. 


ARTICLE 7. 


Le présent accord entrera en vigueur le jour de sa signature et | 
demevrera pour une période de deux ans. 
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Sa validité pourra étre étendue pour une nouvelle période d'un 
an, & la demande, soit du Gonvernement francais et du Gouverne- 
ment du Royaume-Uni soit du Gouvernement turc, cette demande 


4 devant étre formulée par écrit & une date qui ne devra pas étre 
postérieure au 8 octobre 1941, 





En foi de quoi les plénipotentiaires, diment autorisés A cet effet, 
ont signé le présent accord. 


Fait, en triple exemplaire, 4 Paris, le 8 Janvier 1940. 


R. H. CAMPBELL. 
EDOUARD DALADIER. 
G, PERNOT. 

N. MENEMENCIOGLU. 
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sent 26th April, 1941, 
. 9.40 p.m. 

: keceived £9th | c 
DECYPHER FROM a 1 April, 1941, 
SECRETARY OF STATE FOR 

DOMINION AFFAIRS, 

LONDON. 
ee Circular D, 242 MOST SECRET. Following for the P.M. 


‘ TURKEY, 













1. According to the Yugo Slav Ambassador the T 
t - ~) a u 
Minister for Foreign Affairs recently told the Soviet she, 
Ambassador that Turkey intended to abide by the Anglo~Turkish 


ee = Alliance but would interpret it as her own interests requized 
i1.¢., Turkey would only act if threatened, | 
SYRTA, 


; @e On 26th April, the French High Commissioner info; 
ee H.M. Consul General at Beirut that Acvmarcecounnie and Sie 
_ Pépresentatives had arrived in Angora. The French feared 
_ imminent arrival of economic Mission in Syria. While desirin 
British victcry,the French in Syria are reported resolved to 
_ obey Vichy over the question of German infiltration and appes? 
' dikely to resist any British effort to forestall Germans by 
— occupation of Syria. 
ees Ge Copy te Full Cabinet 
= At ae, , Defence Co-ord, 
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Poitowing for the Prime Minis 


TURKEY, 


: 1) OTh Ot NS er il ; 2 
discussea with toe Winister fo S : 


a | - da H_"v« ~ + T's s - i» Les , + ° 
Of & GOrmmean &ctsen ON Urbece througn LEO Vie, = 
for Foreign Affairs sdmittec that Lis ould be & Girect thre 
Turkish interests but agreed thet ever n the unitkely even 


Guchia threat deveioping Tuckey covit do no gosd py 


i 
( 
— 


on Germany since she could not 


exposing her flank to Bulgari: 


“ee | 
J 
‘ 


His Majesty‘s Ambassader stvesce 2 peridi 


— > 


declaration of war, and the winiste 





agreed tO put toe matter before Cabinet if we desip 


Copy sent to «= . 
: 
} 


War Cabinet r 
Nefence Co rd. + 
Pet : i 
Pm | 


~ 49.42.40 f 


National Archives of Australia NAA: A981 


Page 82 





Wie Lot : = 


PRIME MINISTER’S DEPARTMENT. { 


~ r, 9989 ; 
CABLEGRAM. : 


DECYPHER FROW WEG ab mo ce 








| 
SRORETARY OF STAT aes Ona a hs Earned 
FOR DOMINION AF re - 
’ 


4reular telegram D,. 0! 


- ae 
ie 





ics 
by 
GC 
P<) 
tj 
rj 





"hf TD 4 —J—- int abe ; - 1 ~ 45> ‘. 3 J 
(4) there 1s reasot leve 1 etain has so Par 


= ia Sel) Le ee eee 


Operavion With Germany while the Germ 
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NOROCCO, 
oto ~ 18 ee 
Majesty’ s Consul General that seml“officiel negsotistions took placé 
> z _ tr Dhl od ; " : ~ . . ; 
a LOW Weeks ago between the French and Spanish Severnmnents on 


the following lines 


: ST cme Se a ss na oe * - . 
\3, 40RS2O6rP to roimain international: - 
=. = 2. te me, " 
Lo; Minor rectification Cc 1e¢ 4 (Lk OP. 1h 
ee La ra. _ = ‘ - = j a : 
Spain’: rour but @ r enau lin 
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} The German tercei 10) ; thens nave informed tne Gremn 
Goverment that they hare 
German Government to the war bet mn Greece ans 
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DECYPHER PROM Say oe Mad? bh | { 
High Comsat sefoner Sent ist Novester) [As4h , iy I f 
Lonéone 4 8.58 Delile BAR, e: 


heceived 2nd November, 1940, 
Moe 871s 

Pollowing for Prime Minister. MOST SECRET, 

SucEEte 86 Sritish Ambesesdor at Angors regerds the 
epeegh to be made by President of the Neoudlie today oa very 
“firm and outright". his is also the view of the Greek 
Winister to Turkey. 

The Turka beve egreed to send ot once to the Greeks @ 
Supply of semunition for enti-tank rifles which ia urgently 
reoutred, 

British Ambessedor expressed the view thet "mex imu 
adventege will be obteined by keeping Turkey out of the wer 
(subject of course to the situation rendering this cossible) til 
the Spring end meenvhile giving continued supplies end inereased 
Yechnies] asaistence aleo prepsring 211 sossible support for her 
for Spring”. te adiss "Generel Smith and I beth feel ideal 
to be thet when Turkey comes in she should do ego et full etrength 


and ge something of a trump card,” 
BRUCE. 


8 eee ee en ee 


Copies to P.M.'s Dept. for War Cabinet & Def. Co-ord. 
2.11.40. 


Mr. Sedgwick 
Capt. Bracegirdile. 
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Following for the prime minister, 






Following is a fuller account of the 
importance in the interview between IM, Molotov and the 


Turkish Ambassador at Moscow on i7th October, at which the 


\) 


_* 
* 
, 


ordial and apparentiy quite 


latter found the former most 


id 


sincere:- 






t* 


" \ Sr =e * fa Oe a Sa = T hrealannt eran te y EN of, ‘he Be cat) ae eee 
(2. Molotov expressed sreat pleasure at the thorowgssE 


preparations made py Greece in Thrace: 


Greecc in vie? of these 
r 5 - ey a . - ae . ‘ ~ : - “ te 
(¢) He resifirmed the Soviet Government's friendshw 
and loyalty to Turkey; 


he TF a ae ste I 1s ioe natal lam Pa ae b>) oe «te = = age = NC 
(da) HE Said wnat it was as yet too early to say wal 


j 


4 ~ -- mee Peay. ey 4 EW ee 77 ‘a — 2:3 a 
the Germans were goings tO dO in Koumenis, He contirmed that 


i‘ 


the Germans hac given the Soviet Government no indications 
whatever that they were sending troops to Roumania "for 


instructural purposes" and stated that at the appropriate 


moment they would demand an explanation from the Germans, 





* - e < . a * . . _ be Dee Am a) we vo. 

@: (e) He steted that the Axis-Janpanese Pact only made 

‘ : 4 + ~ ; —~ 7 - a * “yer = a a sea 
5? , ‘elear to the world the line-up of Great Britain and the Uni 6g¢ 


» ‘States on the one side, against the Aris and Japan on the othe; 
Forinc: (f) He said that if this Pact had been made three 


months ago it might have been more sisnificant in its statemerx 


om 
25 to the partition of the world into Spheres o£ interest, 


af : y= ae > AY . . - . ~ . 7 * vy ~ - . 
b but that since the check Germany had received. it was of vers 
e 
« 





4ittie importance since it was only a still strong victorious 
: LS 


— : wiv fs 


— Group who could dictate su 
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(g) He took particular note of Turkey's 


choices of friends and that they were now confident 
would be in the winning group: &8 also of her declars 
that if their vital interests were touched they would 
and that they considered thet Thrace was the 
interest of theirs: he agrsed that while it was 
time to lead the animal out operniy with any fresh 
Turkey, it would be good to make their economic a¢ 


Closer, The Ambassador will sce Mikoyan on this question.) 


(i) No alinsion whatever was made ¢ 


c 


Of military intelligence. 
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THE SECRETARY OF STATE DATED 19th August, 1940, 
POR DOMINION AP APFAIRS, 6.22 PeM-. 
LONDON, _ RECEIVED 20th August, 1940, 


Teiegram Circuler D, 229 
SECRET, 


<= > Poliowing for the Prime Minister, 
— : o € 

se ss BALKANS. 

to io “hy . ph thes 
aes: 3. History suggests that in the event of ¢ P 

‘ Gecsts that in the event of Greece ; inding 
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- — is f= ) og i oS ric i i 4 CH 7 So. nec ¢ res o phe . 
rae hers 3 Se us ¢ iculties: as a esult of an italtan atte 


a z ha * ot) «=< ane? : = “ . " + 
_ Beigarita might be tempted to stake out her ec 


claim to an outlet © 


r F 


‘ ~~ ReSenn Yer f4e6e Matesty’a AnhnecadAns a 
- Om thessssan yea, His Majesty*s Anbe ssador at Sofia haa therefore 


— \ 


ae 
y y j : {- ten a) -- ee o 7. . = . ~ 

= Ween suthorised, if oe considers Pulgaria likely to take sue 
“—_ a. : 


_ pe 7} ‘ 7 7 j Ae 7 
, eetion, tc make clear to the buigarian Govern Fe 
oe 77 . name CAR dh ith FO erny nent ths 2% any mOy 


. i x - ~ * = yal | : . 2 
== ‘ > ao Ar tae (oe Tar {. 34 ure pos" - - > 
> 4m ths direction wOoulu be most unwelcome to us, Moreover after 


si a ne OD ee En SRLS eae : 
the war, We Ssmhovuid certainly not be prepared to condone any 4 st ‘lon 


te a of thia kind or tO permit any Wrong agone to Greece in such cire 


~ 
are ewistunces CO remain vunrsdresssca, 


- : —= web Ss ~ ie 
> 5 a + B- ; ° a js - 
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DECYPHER OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED PROM EXTERNAL AFFAIRS OFFICER, LONDON 


Dated 19th July, 1940. Lodged 8.30 
No, 578 Recd. 10.4 a.m - 20/7/40 


TURKEY. Telegram 541 of iith July. Recent German 
campaign against the “inister for Foreign Affairs seems to have 
failed at least for the present; Ssrajoglu received ovation in 
Turkish Parliament July 12th. 

On the other hand German attempts to embitter relations 
between Russia and Turkey m@y have had rather more success. A 
secret report has come in of a visit by Turkish Ambassador at 
Moscow to Molotoff. Though the Ambassador adopted very conciliat- 
ory attitude over White Paper Molotoff epparently replied with hints 
regarding possible "frontier adjustments" between Russis and 

Turkey in the Caucasus area. 

Shortly afterwards, however, came Tass denial of 

rumoured Soviet ultimatum to Turkey and strong speech by Turkish 
Prime Minister in Parliament re-affirming Turkey's intention to 

fulfil all her obligations and at the same time stressing that 

Turkey had never meditated unfriendly action against Russia. 

AS @ result the tension somewhat relaxed. 

No reply yet from the Turks to the British Ambassador's 
question regarding approval to Stalin. The Ambassador has told 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs that in his opinion it will be 
difficult to secure any result without touching the Straits 
question and Conndi, Minister for Foreign Affairs mist be perfectly 
Slive to that fact. The Ambassador comments that "Montreux 
convention represents their view of Magna Carta." 

Finalization of new Turkish-German trede agreement for 
22 million Turkish pounds (my telegram No. 418) seems imminent. It 
appears to be down the lines communicated by the Turks to the 
United Kingdom (e.g. no supply of chrome) 

BULGARTA. You will have noted changed British 
attitude towards the Dobrudja question (Dominions Office telegram 
D. 357) consequent on Rumania's entry into the orbit of Germany. 
There are many press reports of frontier incidents in the Dobrudja. 


STIRLING. nA 
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Dated lith July 1940 Lodeed 9.5. p.m. 


Wo. 541 B ecd. 10.30 delle 


. ~*~ . Tr lam ee ~uT et’ | Sry ae OL em NPIS rey 
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There have been an exceptional number of reports, mostly 


A 


conflicting; from various sources during the last few days, which 





leave the position extremely confused. The chief factor which 
emerges is German activity, mainly in two directions: (1) publication 
Of White’ Paper with document showing Allied plan for attack on 
Caucasus e€tc. This is aimed at creating tension between United 
Kingdom and the U.S.5.R. and setting rid of the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, Sarajoglu, as being a leading supporter of Allies, 

Endeavour to change relations between Russia and Turkey 
with a view to frightening the latter into dependance on Germany 
for “protection”. Under this head come putting out of rumours that 
as soon as Russian Ambassador returns from Turkey to Moscow Soviet 
will make far-reaching demands on Turkey. 

The British Ambassador reports that the Turkish 
Government do not appear apprehensive of any such demands by Russia 
(though other sources report they are in great anxiety), and that 
earajozlu's position seems to be un-weakened by German campaign 
against him. 

Cabinet has considered the question United Kingdom 
epproaching Turks with regard to Stalin's recent expressed wish for 
better relations with Turkey (my telegram No. 509). The British 
ambassador has expressed the view that any approach on the part of 

the Soviet, either direct or through 5ritish, would be received 
sympathetically by the Turks, though he admits “if general 


question of the Straiis régime came up it would of course be more 


complicated." 
The British Ambassador hes now been instructed to inform 
the Turkish Government of Stalin's remarks to Sripps and to ask 


stalin for particulars of what he meant by an improvement in 
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in Russian=Turkish relations. 
| 
, Great care will be taken in approach to Turkey to 
| reassure the Turks that we would not be a party to Russia's 


advancement at the expense of Turkey. 


it cannot of course be excluded that Germany and Russia 


may be in collusion over Turkey (e.g. the reported meeting in 


Istanbul between German and Russian Ambassadors to Turkey). 


Though it cannot be to Germany's interest to have Russia on the 





Straits; they may possibly have a plan for dividing up Balkans and/or 


the Near East (e.g. Germany taking Turkey and Russia Iran.) 
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hes LONDON. eceived 6th July, 


Circular D. “15. 


HOST SECRET. 
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FOLLOWING YOR PRI Ae h i] } s 


“fo Mhe following commentary on the Lurkish attitude and the 
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weet, in the long run, Turkey's forsign policy is governed by 
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» that of Russia - the whose agelong ambition 
to wrest the Straite fr Turkey. natever country is oppose 


ito Russia is inso facto favoured by Turkey. Thus, in the les 


War, Turkey Gided with Germany largely because Germany wes Rug 
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enemy and Great Tay. 4 > year, when. 

started our nerotiations wito Tur) which Je n autumn to 

. ‘Tripartite Treaty, the issue was somewhat confused by 

ge Xe)” the belief; which laste yen after the Soviet Union"s 

ae 

& rt invasion of Folend, ‘hat the Goviet Fovernment had no expansi 
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ee 45) , ot = ; salen! a sore ee at 
ia ms ib) the fect that at that time Italy had in Turkey 6 eyss 


iS ae Beeuleupaeace Of Rassia as imemy iow 1, owing to he occups sion 

| . Dodecanese; 

| he) “Turkey's suspicion that Germany wished egein to revive 

Drang nach Osten policy and her xr ive not cad ve: LE 
again to th olicy se she 4 14 
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detach Turkey from her present ¢ ection with us en 











not merely Soviet b =T : 
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(2) To reéseure Turkey + ths alliance with us 


~ b Mocs I c 4 4 boy sne 
ate - | + o : L 
5 ted. Lb wl tael U VAG Yes lieay ZO.’ J ut 
4 . 





ee oe ee — ee ee 





| Archives of Australia 


Page 99 






ae 
f 


t i; 
‘ 


(ELEGRAM RECKIVED FROM Exim } 
i eo —r 24th May, 1940, Lodged 9. 37 Pes 


Recd. 11.00 a.m, 
25/5/40, 
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Middle Best. Wy telegram No. 335, 


(1) Egypt. Great nervousness regarding attitude of 
Italy prevails and has been intensified by German progress in 
‘ - _‘Beigium and France. The Prime Minister haa continued to com 
% operate with British suthorities in precautionary measures, 
Aetivities of Nahss and Wafa opposition are being cerefully 


watched as though danger from this 


Nae: quarter is not constierea 
4 : 





* 7 acute at the moment it is recognised that causes of possible 
trouble exist particulerly alleged grieances about the 
__—«-s« @otton and Allied policy in Syria end Palestine, 


price of 


(2) Ireq. For some time past anti-British feeling 
= hes been increasing and present Prime Minister has not checked 
he The Ambsssador has now given him serious warning and he hes 
_ Promised to try end check Mufti and other Pelestinien refugees and 
to keep the Press in order, but his determination is doubtful, 
(3) Iren. Pro-German element is now said to be in 
Wajority. Persian Minister for Foreign Affeirs has given 
@8surance to the British Minister that there is no truth in report 


h _ Pegerding aerodromes for U.S.5.R, (my telegram 308), but latter 


is endeavouring to get further confirmation,  Persien Government 
hee reeeiveda badly the United Kingdom Government decision thet 
five million pounds credit cannot be used for purchase of 
locomotives. ‘They are, however, finding it hard to get supplies 
either from U.5.3.R, or Germany. 


(4) Palestine, The situation remains quiet. The 





Administration is proposing to restore trial by Civil Courts of 
old offences, oné also to encourage the discreet return of 
political refugees from Iraq. 

(5) @ransjorden,. mir has cancelled his visit to 
Turkey. e 
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(6) Saudi Arabia. The situation here satisfactory, 

(7) Yemen, The Imem has suddenly advanced more drastic 
elaims than hitherto and negotiations at Sena are at the moment 
| _—s @ea@locked. ‘There is @ls0 more tension on Aden Protectorate 
ss frontier. 
"3 : _ (8), Zurkey. The Turkish Government and Presghave been 
less sheken by recent events than their Balkan neighbours and there 
is nothing to indicate that they are other than pro-Ally. Wo 
report yet on staff conversations at Beyrout last week between 
Marshal Chekmek, Generel Wavell and French suthorities. Greeks 
declined invitation to be represented, but will srrange for 











subsequent liaison with their Militery Attache at Ankara, ‘Turkish 
Foreign Office has submitted to the British Ambassador proposals 
fe r for linking Turkish currency with sterling, Successful visit by 
Turkish editors end members of Parliament to London has just ended, 
| 
| 


F STIRLING. 
b 
' 





| 
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1940 . Lodged 6. 38 Pele 
necd, 8.30 QM. 
Sth May, 1940. 


Ite Turkey. The United Kingdom Government are anxious to heve 
eterr conversstions with the Turks as soon as possible, in 
connexion with the Itelisen danger. General Wavell recently 
Sugeestec that Mershal Chakmsk should visit Cairo. hskmek was 
willing Dut the Turkish Prime Minister has been away and the matter 
hes not been finalised, The United Kingdom Government consider 
that Chakmak's visit to Cairo would offer the best opportunity 
for staff conversations and the British and Prench Ambassedors 
&t Ankara have been instructed to press this. 
“umaniens recently expressed a wish for steff 

cohversations with the turks and the British Ambessédor has been 
| instructed to try to encoursre this move. Not much may com of 
| 4G, Dut if it materializes it may lesd the Turks to state what 

they would do if Rumenis were Sttacked, as to which they have 


( hitherto kept silent. 


softie (private return visit to British Minister) is part of 
United Kingdom's plan to keep elive Turkish-Bulcarian 
rapprochement (my telecram No. 254) and he has had telks with 


; Seris, the Prime Minister and the Minister for Foreign 


isn official newsagency issued a very 
Setisfactory statement on 6th Mey denying alarm at or knowledce op 
*urkish troop concentrations 
Meanwhile the furks have been pushing on with 
their fortifications in thrace, im which they have help of French 
engineers. The United Kingdom are piping them to build a road 


from Gallipoli to Adrienople. 


= ats 

Copies to 
~ 
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED FROM EXTERNAL AFFAIRS OFFICER, LONDON. 


Dated 26/4/1940. 
No. B 65 
\e Transocean states Turkish Ministerial Council has 
now decided to suspend ban on "Turkische Post imposed on 
29th March. 
Dr. Clodius arrived Budapest 25th for two days to 
visit Prime Minister, Minister for Foreign Affairs and Minister 


for Economics. 
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—- ; TBLEGRAM FROW Ex TERWA 
 Pated 15th April, 1940. 
No. B 54 

oe Domei report first Paraguay Commercial Mission will 
| eee arrive Japan early May. 

Transocean report from Angora that to accelerate com- 
pletion of Turkish railway lines towards Iragi and Iranian 
frontiers Turkish Government granted credit £10,000,000 towards 








construction these lines started three years ago. 

Dowei state that Nongkeng British and Chinese business 
communities jubilant at newspaper report of opening Pearl River 
lst June. 

x Rdéter report Tokyo that Arita, snewering press enquiry 
concerning Japan's position if Holland involved in Burepean war, 
stated Japanese Government could not but be deeply concemned over 
any development which might affect status quo of Netherlands Bast 
Indies. 

Italien Foreign Office deny Gafencu expected in Rome 
but stele propaganda minister Giurescu expected. 
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1919, 
DECYFHER FROM 
DATED 2isat March, 1940. 
RXTERNAL APFA ,ERS OFFICER, 6,54 PpeM. . 
LONDON, RECEIVED 22nd Kaveh, 134s 
No. 1°29, 


SPECK Fr Tf, 
MIDDLE East, 

1. tgypt. My telegrem 151, Ali Maher’s visit to the. 
Sudan passed off without insizent ena cutwardly at any rate he Bs a 
behaved wll. He raised no questions of iszortance in we 
with the Governor-General, Understand that General Wavell's | bd 
to General Smts is to discuss the possibility of Sovth Africa | 
sending some troops to the Sudan. Foreign uffice state this aro 
out cf King Farcuk's talk with Mr. Eden about defence of Sudan. : — 

Interne]. situation is quict. Egyptian Government has x S d 
up four huncre:. thousend pounds for war material (See Dominions ae 


— a 


CfPice telegram B. #1). 
No new developments in Italian Zgyptian relations. Italy 


has recently been conding more troops te Libya but this is not Fe 


cause of apprehension. 
Poreign Office lmow nothing of any treaty negotiations betwee cn | 


ai 


, Only develornent is appointment of a new Jé&panese Minister, — 


Egypt end Japan (my telegram 194 of 20th March). 


He is said to be pi~German and Foreign Office considered whether thoy 
should ask Feyptzel. Government not to receive him, but deé?ded to say | 
nothing, | i > 

Z. Lurkey. My telegram No, 177. Staff conversations are Ki 
proceeding et Ale:po. Turks would like to have conversatione on ane 1B 
of a hosti de Italy end Unitea Kingdom are seeking to discover thelr | 


motive, : 
\ 


STIRLING. ces: 
Copy War Cabinet, Z| 
Po & 


/ 


c Dept. Def, Co-Ordn. 
' Dept. JO 


f Less e 
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hear Dated 16th March, 1940. Lodged 3.10 pem. 
Received 8.55 BeMe 


i Noe 187. 


MOST SECKRET. 
BALKANS AND MIDDLE BAST. 


(1) Turkey-U.5+S.R. Turkish Minister for Foreign 
Affaire on Thursday night told the British Ambessador that 
relations were "normal but cold", and no attempt on the 
Russian side to improve them 
(2) Turkey-Italy. There have been rumours of 
Italian approach to Turkey for some form of co-operation in 
ar the event of Sugsian move in the Balkans. Turkish Minister 
? for Foreign Affaire stated that not true. 
Turkish Ambassador in London has put forward as 
& personal sugwestion the possibility of seeking solution of 
the Italian coal problem by means of triangular deal between 
the United Kingdom, Italy and Turkey. Under this Italy wuld 
supply Turkey with arms and war material Con’ sated appanage 
has no objection in principle). Proposal has been referred to 
the British Ambassador at Rome. 
(3) Turkey~Germany. Turkish Minister for Foreign 
Affaire states that von Papen has been cross-examining him 
Closely regarding Anglo-French treaty and as to whether there 
ere any additional secret engagements with the Allies. Von Papen 
seid that Germany accepted the fact of the alliance but put 
forward as a personal eugeestion that Turkey should make an 
Sereement with Germany under which she would not take on any 
commitment with the Aliiee outside the treaty. 
The British Ambassador considers this tentative 
Sppreech shows German anxiety that the Allies might use Thrace, 
the Straite or Caucusus for an attack even though Turkey 
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* remained non-belligerent. 
(4) Rumania. “Telegraph” and evening preas here 


giving great publicity to King Carol's sudden reversal of 
policy regarding the iron Guard. Germans will undoubtedly 
add this to their clains of great diplomatic triumphs along 
with Finnish peace and coal agreement with italy. Wo advice 
yet from Legation at Bucharest but thought here that move may 
be part of Carol’s technique of maintaining balance. 


STIRLING. 


COPIES TO; 


War Cabinet 

vader bana oneeeee 8 Dept. 
etary, Dept. of Defence Co-Ord, 

Mr. Sedgwick 

Capt. Bracegirdle. 
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Mr. Strahan 
Mr, Shedaen 
Mr. Sedgwick 
Capt. Bracegirdle 
_ National Archives of Australia ~ NAA: A98 


Dated lith March, 1940, Lodged 6045 Poms 
Received 8.30 aem. 
12/3/40 





1776 
| MOST SECKET. 

TURKEY. My telegram 144. 

(1) United Kingdom. You will have seen Turkish 
reply te questions regarding Straits (D73). Further 
clarification will be sought later in staff conversations, 
& series of which due to commence on 15th Maren. Press | 
report that Wavell and Weygand are at Ankara ie incorrect 
but Allied air chiefs are there. 

(ii) Germany. "Telegraph" recently featured report 
that Germans were sending troops to Crimea with Baku as 
ujtimate destination. This may well be true. Turkish-e 
German trade talks have not reached finality. 

(441) U.S.S.R. Important broadcast by Turkish — 
Prime Minister on 28th February was partly prompted by recent 
rumours of tension and stated that Turkey had no intention of | 
attecking the U.5.S.R. Prime Minister seemed disappointed 
that this had not evoked some response, (See however paragraph 
(2) of my telegram No. 167.) 

(iv) Bulgaria has complained to the United Kingdom of 
recent Turkish troop movements but hee been told to 
address complaint direct to Turks. 


Distribution - War Cabinet 
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1574, 
DECYPHER FROM W. 3 GE 74. 
THE SECREPARY OF STATE DATED 6th March, 1940, 
FOR DOMINION AFFAIRS, 11,13 p.m, 
LONDON. RECEIVED 7th March, 1940. 





Circuler D. 735. 

Following for Frime Minister, 
TURKEY. 

ie The Turkish Government have given the Following 
reply to the enquiry regarding their attitude towards the 


opening of the Straits :- 





(1) If Turkey, United Kingdom and France were belligsrents 
together, articles 20 of the Montreux Convention {which 
provides that, Turkey being belligerent, passage of warships 
Bhall bo left entirely to the discretion of the Turkiah 
Government) would give Turkey full liberty to open the 
Straits and the Turkish Government wonda take ail the 
necessary steps to avoid delay. 
(2) In the event of alGerman attack on Rumania, Turkey 
wOuld not necessarily be bound to open the Straite in 
view of the reservations soncerning Turkish action vis-aevie 
the Soviet Union contained in the Ang®-Yranco-Turkish Treaty. 
%. ‘he Turkish Government point out that Article ZO of “the 
montreux Convention can only be inyokel if Turkey is belligerent, 
and that it would be contrary to the spirit and letter of the 
Treaty to define in advance the circumstances in which Turkey 
would decide her attitude with regard to reservations governing: 
her action vis-a-vis 3oviet Union. Ags regards Artiole 21 of 
the Montreux Convention (entitling Turkey if she considers nensetae 


1 


threatened with the imninent danger of war, to apply the provisipne 


contained in Article 20), which woula only be invoked as a preddn 
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Sk ae 
inary to Turkey becoming 6 belligerent, Turkey woula equally 
maintain bor liberty of decision from the point of view of her 
security which would obviously require the exercise of every 
Vigilence to avoid excessive delay. 

5. His Majesty's Ambassador and the French Ambassador 
at Angora have obtained the assurance that in practice (as 
distinct from legally theoretical) the Turkigh Government fully 
undsratand the position and will give us due warning in advanee 
if circwnstances seam likely to render it neceasary for the 


+ 


British and French fleets to paas through the Straits, 


Fer re SS ee eee 


Copy War Csbinet, 
Dept, Det, Go-Ordn,. 
Dep De Ki, A, 
1.0.40, 
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ks her territoriol clvims ageinat Rumania into sola storege until 


| ‘indicates thet backgroud difficulty regerding Bulgeria is still 
there, (See also Dominions Office telegram of 4th March). 


‘by Our side they were anxious to secure as long a period of time as 
‘Possible before thic heppened in order to complete their re~ 


 Sempeny, with Lord Swinton se chairman, in fact financed by the 
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Lodged 6.40 pelts 
Received 8.50 o.m 
















MOST SKCRNT, 
BALKANS, 
Though the steff conversations agreed on at recent 
Belkan Mtente meeting will not now take place, talks between 


Militery Attaches ere to be held, 


It seens clear thet Bulgerie hos decided to put 


efter the wor, Rumenion Finance Minister's recent Visit to Sofia, 
while it achieved nothing concrete, is sn outward Sign of improved 


| According to the Freneh, Bulgeriens sre now pere 
turbed by recent increase in Turkish forces in Thraee, which 


In a recent interview with Lora Helifex, the 
Turkish Ambessador in London said "Although his Government antice 
ipated thet they would sooner ov later find themselves in the war 


ermament anil generol defensive prepoerations", 


There will shortly be set up here « non-Governmen 


Treasury end ecting under the Ministry of Heonomic Yerfere, whose 


funetion will be the Supplementing of Government purchases in 
South-sastorn urope. 


COPIES -To: ) 
WAR. CABINET | 
SECRETARY, PRIME MINISTER'S DEPT J 
SECRETARY, DEPT. OF DEFENGE. 

CO-ORDINATION 
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DECYFHER PROM Via ips W. 352. 
THE SECRETARY OF STATE DATED Vth Pebruary, 1940, 


FOR DOMINION APRATRS i659 Dame 
LONDON. RCE IVED 8th February, 1940. 


Circular D. 5i>. 
MOS? SECRET. ‘Ollowing for Prime Minister = 


“4 


onvereationa betwesn Ais Majesty's Minister at 
Belgrade and the Greek and Turkieh Minicters Yor Foreign 
Affairs ahow 


1; Enternte powers incluting Roumeania have apparently 


decided to resist en attack on any cue cP them, According to the 


Me Generel belie? that in view of decreasing Soviet 
ang bne 

infliwence/virtunl suspension f/Dobxudja claim Bulgaria may be 
now expected to follow a policy parallo: with taet of the Balkan 
Entente. 
Serman or Soviet attack. 

4, No estrangement tseowsavds Turkey as a result of her 
pro-ally policy. 

Oe Feeling tnsat the allteca should not exert pressures 
On Yugoslavia and Poumanin to s veoint where Germany might decide 


to obtain supplies by force, 


~ ee Or eee. Ges 
mah v ’ a 
< 138 tg C OLAS. 
Dept. ry »Ae 
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British Minister at Belgrede, who had telke with Generel Metaxas, 


/ave nowever/iao 


As yet information only partial but such as hes 
eome to hand is good. Press here have rather over-enphenised the 
mecting. Three evident features which are all to the goed ere: 
(e) renewsl of mtente for seven yoors; (b) fect that this mre 
then previous meetings registered « feeling of Balken solidarity of 
“the Balkans for the Balkens"; (¢) the frien@ly reference in 
Stetements of the Rumnisn and Yugoslav Foreign Kinisters to their 
neighbours, Hungery, Sulgeria end I tely. 





The only reports I heve seen are those from the 


of both the Greek and Turkish Foreign Offices. Agcording to 
General Metaxas o11 four stetes had decided to resist in the case of 
ettack, The Turkish Minister for Foreign Affaire hovever pointed 
Sut thet the pact was not one of mutuel assistance, we thought 
‘that the four states must work ovt in concert what they would do if 


hoped that 
ettecked and he / steff convernetiona between the four Generel 








% uncommen feature of Ralken intercourse and in sny 
ease it would be @ mistake to exaggerate what they can do.) 





General Metaxas seid that only attack could come 
from Russia or Germany. He did not think Germany would sttack, es 
it would be ageinst her interests. He thought too that Germeny 
would try to restrein tussie from attacking - though he hed some 
doubt sbout her ability to do se. 





Turkish Minister for Foreign Affairs urged thet 
the Allies should not press Yugoslevs and Rumaniene re supplies to 
Germany te such © degree that Germany would try to get supplies from 
them by force, / Varkioh 


/\ hivoc nf A j Ni A A - 
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_ Greece or Yugoslavis). Greek Prime Minister however expressed 


would be © rising among the people in Bulgaria ond thet King Boris 
Bulgerien Government presumably working om lines parsllel to the 


Belkan ‘mtente. 


‘the Balkan position es follows: “The mein thing ie thet efter five” 


fie for them te realize thet the “Ilics sre going to win,” 












Turkish Minister for foreign Affeirs satisfootary 
talks with Rumonian Prime Minister on his wey to Belgrade ond ia 

resuming them on return. It seem clear thet Bulgeria's territere 
isl Gewends are now precticelly confined to Dobrudje (1.6. none on 











Some fear thet if Svesin leuched en atteck from outside there 


} Me 
end e&ittionci Kiosseivonoff would be evept ousy. 


Ail however seemed setisfied that the present 


lieed of the Southern Department todey sucmed up 





months of wer it is clear thet Mmgory and Bulgerie, the two "heve | 
nots* of the Belkens, are convinced thet Germany will not wim. 
Otherwise they would heve throw in their lot with her. ext step 


/ 
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DEPARTMENT OF EX 5 
ee " ‘DECYPHER OF TRLEGRAM RECEIVED FROM EXTSRNAL AFFAIRS OFFICER, 
Re LONDON . 
Pe 
| DATED: 30th January, 1940. Lodged 6.51 p.m. 
; 
; Noe 79-6 Recd.s 9-00 acsie 


| IMMEDIATE. MOST SECRET. 
| Near and Middle Hast. Your telegram No. 19. 

(1) Turkey. 

(a) Relations with United Kingdom. My telegram 
3 NOe 43 Gold was delivered at Ankara last week end, “suspense! 
elause will accordingly be cancelled, and agreements regarding 
credits of gold and clearings will now formally be published 
(but not agreements regarding chrome and dried fruits). 

(b) Relations with Germany. Negotiations for a new 
German-Turkish trade agreement are proceeding but nothing 
definite known of them. United Kingdom have reminded the 
Turks of promise to consider the possibility of further Anglo- 
Turkish war trade agreement. The Turks will probably agree, 
for a high consideration, to sell United Kingdom their valonea 
Crop, one of their large exports, which it is desirable should 
not reach Germany. 

(c) Relations with France. Reference visit to Ankara 
by British General Butler for contacts with Turkish General 
Staff, General Weygand is now on a similar mission. The 
decision of the Allied Military representatives at Paris 
in December in favour of a purely defensive policy in the Near 
East (i.e. in case of attack by Germany or U.S.S.R.) as opposed 
to an offensive policy, still holds good. French and in 
particular General Weygand were inclined to offensive policy 
but British stressed view that any action e.g. at Salonika or 
in Turkey would have to be backed with very considerable 
numbers of troops and subject to the most through preparations. 

(d) Relations with U.S.S.R. Owing to resistance by 
Finns to Soviet, Turkish General Staff are slightly less | ; 


ha . apprehensive of attack by the U.S.S.R. whether on the Caucasus | 
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 -€rontier or through Iran.. They have, however, made the earthquake 
ene 

iS 


au 
. 


+s a pretext for declaring martial law in Eastern Turkey and for 


unobtrusively moving troops there, ostensibly to restore order. 


« 
a 


They have also asked the United Kingdom for guns for this region. 
The only indication of any improvement in the Russian attitude 
is that Stalin seems to have gone out of his way to send a 
‘courteous reply to the Turkish Minister for Foreign Affairs! 
congratulations on his sixtieth birthday. 
(e) Relations with Italy. No chanze. Commercial 
contacts still continuing. Not thought here that there is 
"2 anything sinister in the visit of de Bono and Balbo to Rhodes. 
| (f) Relations with the Balkans. Since the recent 
 détente between Turkey and Bulgaria, the British aim has been 
to improve, if possible, Bulgaria's relations with her neighbours. 
Greece and also, to some extent, Yugoslavia remain suspicious 
of Bulgaria. On the other hand the Bulgarian Prime Minister 
recently told Lord Lloyd that Bulgaria would not attack Roumania 
and would agree to shelve the question of the Dobrudja till after 
‘the war. A declaration of this kind would be of much greater 
Valine if made to Roumania direct, and it has been decided here 
- that an attempt to bring this about should be left to Turkey. 
Consideration has also been given here as to whether the 
‘United Kingdom can take any helpful steps in connection with 
meeting of Balkan Entente at Belgrade later this week. Decided 
better not, lest suspicions of individual states be aroused. 
However, the United Kingdom Government have asked the Turks 
whether they have any suggestions to make in this connection. 
The Turkish Minister for Foreign affairs will again visit the 
Bulgarian Prime Minister on his way to Belgrade. 


End of Part one. Part two follows in telegram No. 80. 


STIRLING. 
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® CABLEGRAM..._ ...... 
DECYPHER FROM Secretary of State DATED ith January, 194) 
for Dominion Affaire, eee __ 10, 8p.m, 

LONDON. RECEIVED 20th January, T9405 


ee => 


Circular telegram 1.15. SECRET. Following 
for Prime Minister. 
ITALY. 
: ie Exchange of notes has taken place confirming@gmse 
commercial arrangements between Italy and Brazil designed 


to maintain trace bslance about 100,000,000 lire each 


way, ; 
ROUMANIA 

a 4 

ae The Roumanian Minister for Foreign Affairs hes ‘ 

announcei thet the permanent Council of the Balkens Entente 
Will meet et Helgrade oh Februsry 2nd under his Presidency 

' i 
TURK Bey ~ 

ng 7” 


= My circular telegram B.7. In view of the a 


Turkish-Jemman negotiations His Majesty's Ambassador | . 


} 
\' 


hae beer instructed to remind the Secretary~General of Ris 
a 
promise to consider the poesibility of further Anglo~Tupkien 9 @ 
a 
. : 


war trade agreements coverings products for which Turkey 


might wish to secure market in Germany, 


, 
¢ 
HUNGARY 
be v 
- 6 
A, The French Covernnent have granted facilities 


a “~A re 5 An > tt dea z Z. ~ ~ - . _ - » | 
tO the Hungarian authorities for the pacsage through Frameeus, 
. i 
of volunteers for Finland, [In return the French saree =i, | 
i , ’ 
= > « 7 > } , a 
requesting from the Hungarian Government improved facTiaeseanas 
ye 
for the transfer > France of Polish military personnes : 
7 re 


Copy War Cabine’ 
oO A re} 


Defence 29/1/40, 


National Archives of Australia 
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407, 


DEOYPHER FROM CABLEGR A Miete sent i7th January, 1940 


3. 20 pem, 


Received 18th Januarg, 1940, 


ee TES me 


Givenjer DSO. MOUS Saker. 


My Circular D.27 12th January 1940, 


Folliewing for the Prine minixter: 
ensit s—Prenco lurk} ah Agreenents, 


Agreement as to chrome nrovides that Surkey will reserve 
for Uniced Kingdom aud Fremce the baiance of her chrome production 
not expertse «wp Usited Ststes of America and the United Kingdom 


and Fremce wicerteke So niurennase thistalarce« uy to a spect Tisg 


Bide to renew for one v¥orr. 

ih iivriacd Sraits ete. ssclarves that 
the United Kingdom snd Mrench Governmucnte undertake JuIntIy to 
purchass suliunen, raisins and hesel nute from tuzkey toy. site 


7 oe Ne S| ree a Bt oe aig | 200 Wy pert . + 3 “ 
vah LS Loh ey Mis. .t. bf 2. SAL bin r SUE; _ pathy ot : iP B= . - cre War wry ith the 


ena wie asrecnent ac the clese of the 


r { 
uw 
Cu 
“ 


tption on <i vhe 


6easch 194o-42, 


Rate Pres <i inibias), -denties 5 te Vtg Sy lien + 
RRSSe Hevesnents have cholic ovpinin im the ¢imortance 


AStashsd ty securing tas aiverston Senn Germing of Turkish 
production of chrom: ope, a Koy material of which Ge:rimr is very 
Sariougly short and of which “ieicey ta much the most iMo.ortant 
promiceér di ubin the contretand ring. The position was that the 
Sureish subhorities intimated Shab if chrome supolies were 
Withheld from Germany, flermeny would anni purchase Turkish dried 


fruits for whieh there ree “o other marss4, and we 


“4 
u 
= 
C. 
i > 
ce 
= 
G 
® 


faced with the necessity of accepting the dries fsutie cic. 
transaction as part of the bargain. 

You will appreciate that the diversion of chrome from 
Germimy thus secured is of the hi sient imsovtanss and is 
saleculated seriously to hamper Germeny’s war effort. 


nS ee 


Copy to = War Cabinet 
BA. 
Defence Co-ordinsetion. 
(Teleprinted No. ) 


13.1.40. 
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méeerings heave row been received “ram virioue goumes [nd sont 
. 4Lveaeo & DOeED ONO Lr 








ampression set out in my telegram No. &6 horgh the Yugosiatien 
Minister of Foreign APreive wis less optitlatia, ©.2., over 
Prospective starf conversations, than othe 
Of Porsign ATfet7s on his return to Anxara ipa the Authoni ¢iige 
tneat ne found the Bulgaria: Prime Minieier + ‘Deslthy frame 
Of mind.” Whiié there is ecoue Cridencs that Balgartens ape 


suiting their SOries to their company ) 
se, at 2 Uieik? Ca AVPOLILY 1 tne Who. 2 thez Now 


S8em to be playing a Pole névra 2. Ay 
2 ve°*S Eee es J ul Orns? Rep lire I 

-. ‘ Les, 
Riret Lpecre Cary OF thd Yrenc im haan yw Nare «5 igd ak *. : 

ee MEG (Gidd Yesterday 


suse “ne French impressice wap that the fant that Shna Tow 
haa Orn, ne L£a0¢ that the Turks 28 

Ot war materiel ew a regu OY their noliay toeearda +1 eT 
fas Cy COMAPCS TOC ALIA 


had atrengthened juxice Ti 0 44 - ert on ae MY, Act st nA 
ey tion vie uvis the ots» Bal kane , 


0G ee oo 
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DORTNLON As taAtets 5.35 ».m. 
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Circular telegran ©. No.2. 
Following is text of Prime Minister’s speech in the Howse 


' 


of Commons todayse- 





ee | | 
sekend brought reneWed. ameLeu 


about German designs against Belgium and the Netherlands. Repomtelun 


show that both the Belgian and Netherlands Governments have Seaken 
@ number of precautionary measures. From the Netherlands 1 fe 


reported that ell Army leave oas been stopped for the tinea f 1 eg et 
PT. > tine Bei hata 

ie Rod 17 aint pene ~ ani : aa oe Tk = 

and that in Belpium all soldiers now+on leave have been ordered Fo | 
¥ 


_* “; . . : < = ; sb 4 
return to their units and a certain number of fresh troops ange 


~ 


im 


— - oa i et ome 7 =~ e: + ab i. a, 

technical experts have been called to the colours rhese arene 
— 

« 


FS 

od 

Dp 

t 5 

iu 

‘t 
~ 


a “» , iv 
panic measures but the natu orecautions of two @Overi , 


ments both of whom have rep 


Ww 


. yo 
atediy affirmed their determinatieneitoms 
21 


news 


defend their territory against any act of aggression and whouin a) a 


eit) 
i 
- "A 


Spite of their obvious interest in the maintenance of peace siangs 


- 
+ 


themselves confronted on their own borders by a formidable Gone bal 


centration of overwhe imine military power. We cannot but a@rine fa, 

— : ole otal - ~-= 

y oS  - 

the calm and courageous attitude both of the two Governments and” ft 
. a ~~ 


: ra 
Tk) ] r ‘ 2 - ; = 
of the Belgian and Dutch peoples Owing to their exposed a 
a - — he ; J 


Feorraphicsal aituation the 


pn the 
} 
j 


| P 

Sag) tg SS 

pesition is not always an envishievone 
a 


_ 
; 
- > 7 ’ : . - . . " 7 
: - are rigy) ale sc 4- - ~~ = + 4 . - vf . 34 “ 4 
and they are whndoubtediy wise to naglect no measure which mae . 


3 = ; 
Ss ee 
C3 sf] 

contribute to their security. : if 


Lf} NOrunern ALOREe WE AVS peen Wa ching ime Wi brofelnd 
o ee ° wa 
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£aCe Of overwhelming odis ere reaisting wi such herolan eld lean. 
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every member of the League to provid 


he ae 


and Khimnanitarien assistance as may be in ita power, Arrangements, 
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have been made by which export licences are being granted for the 
at Pi release consistent with the needs cf His Majesty’s Government of 
a” certain war material of which the Finnish Gévernment are in nex4, 
It would not be in the public interest for me to give particulars 
of the war material concerned but I can assure the House that 
the amounts involved are substantial, The Mediterranean area has 
| [Pgs ged oer we far ae Sie seas and horror inseparable from 
wars Certain dislocations of Titman Wate nave been and will remain 
inevitabie ie it is our aim while pursuing the war with all det- 
| ermination to avoid as far as is consistent with that object 
inflicting injury upon the interests of neutral powers. ‘The 
situation in the Par Eest continues to be dominated by the 
i hostilities between China and Japan. While there sare as yet no 
‘definite indications that might warrant any optimistic forecast of 
7 @ peaceful settlement in the near future we have welcomed recent 
action by the Japanese Government in the diregtion of relaxing 


some of the restrictions which have from time to time caused 





difficulty and tension in relations with third powers. 
F In the near Bast the disastrous earthquake in Turkey 
followed by unprecedented filoods in the neighbourhood of Smyrna have 
taken heavy toll of life and property. We sought at en early stage 
to give conerste proof of the deep sympathy which the people of 
this country feel for the Turkish people in their misfortunes by 
contributing a sum of money to the relief of the victims. The 
¥rench Government have done the same. Since then both Governments 
have informed the Turkish Government of their desire to give more 
heip and His Majesty’s Government have sent supplies of food medical 
stores and blenkets. Further assistance of this nature hac been 
orfered. 

i am glad to be able to turn now to a happier theme and 
to exprece the great satisfaction of His Majesty's Government 
that the negotiations which have been proceeding successively in 
London and Paris with the Secretary General of the Turkish Ministry 
for Foreign Affairs have been satisfactorily concluded and that 


Various agreements of an economic and financial character were sigue 





Page 123 





° 
' 
, 


= = 


a jn Peric on the Sth Janusry., Under theses agreements Bis Mejesty's 


Goyerrment and the French Gevernment underteke to lend tc the Turkish 








Government b,25 million for the purchase of armementa in this 
country and in France. 4.15 million in sold end L.2 million which wild 
Nivtaate the arrears in the A&nzlo-tuckish cearing end L.it million 
Which wiii iigquidate the srrears in ths Sranso~Turkiah clearing. 

The &.25 miliion losn for the purshase of armaments will bear 
anterest at the rate of 1 per cent . Ana the remainder of tne lvans 
will bear interest at 3 per gent, They are ropayabla in 20 years. 
The Interest and sinkins fund #411 be pala in Turkish pounds to be used 
for the purchase of Turkish goods n3Luding in particular Turkish 
tobacco. His Maissty's Government ond the French Gavernnent have 
undertaken aleo to purchase annually Turkish driad fruits to a value 
of ii,2 million for the duration of the wap with option on either side 
to terminate this arrangerent in Merch 1945 if the war is sti22 contin— 
uing at that dahe. The Turkish pounds received for the servine of 
the L,25 million losn will be aveileble for this purpose. Ths agree~ 
ments sre evidence of the close colisboration ang aspociation in every 
Sphere which after the Signeture oF the Treaty of mutual sssistance 
in Angora in October leet His Meajecty's Government and the Freneh 
Government heve been able to eetabdlish with the Turkish Government. 

The relations between Greet Britein and France thenraeclves are 
as the House knowe more close and cordisl than ever before. In the 

exists between the “CB BACERAGE 

field cf aupply the clorest co-cperaticn/in this country and those in 
Hranes. The machinery of the Anclo=French Co-ordinaving Connittes 
and the various Executive Comnittese provides smong other things for 
the preparation in common of thsir programmes of imports and thus 
Enables the meterial resocuress of ths two countries to be usec. 
to the best aivantage in the prosecution of the War. Parallel to this 
AngiO-Frengh Organiseiion in Burcpe te Joint purchasing ofganisation 
has i en gies te say beer eeteblished in America. Thia clsce collab: R= 
ation between the British end French Departments is well illustrated 
by the welecme visit cf M. Dautry the French Minister of Armament who 
ts st present over hers for Glecussions with the Minister of Supply. 


AS @ result of the finencisl egrecmeat concluded in December last the 
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unity of action of our two countries in the prosecution of the war 


S.J has been mede complete, Indeed it is our hope as I have stated else-~ 







\- 
P where that the system of collaboration which has been thus evolved 


ed 


may in time lead to closer relations in the economic and financial spher 
between the nations of Europe and ef the world and so facilitate the 
; work of peaceful reconstruction to which we look forward after the 

| successful termination of the war. 

In the several theatres o° war there have been no major 
engagements. Patrolling and artillery fire have continued on the 
weatern front and the British troops in the Maginot Line Sector have 
taken their full share in those activities. During the last month 
Air activity has been hampered by short deylight, high winds Jana oben 
wovered landing grounds. Yet our Air Forces have none the less been 
continuously in action in particular over the whole battle area of 
the North Sea. Every week considerable bomber forces have swept the 


Heligoland Bight and the approaches to the Baltic in search of such 


Dnits of the German Fleet as might venture to put to sea. Reconnaissanc 


has been regularly maintained deep into German Territory in part by 


aircraft based on this country in part by those of the British Air 


a. a 2 ws 


Forces in France. This long distance reconnaissance has now been 


3 ae had 


extended to Eastern Germany to A.uteta and to Bohemia. 


SE ae 


4 


© 


The House will have read with profound regret the communique 
issued by the Admiralty this efternoon announcing that during the past 
“week H.M. submarines "Seahorse" "Undine" and "Starfish" have failed 
to return to their bases or to report and must now be regarded a6 
having been lost. Hon. members will wish me to express the admiration 
which we all feel for the courage with which the officers and men of 
these vessels faced the hazardous duties on which they were engaged 
jand our Geeép sympathy with the relatives of those who have been lost. 
I understand that the German wireless indicates that some survivors 
from the “Undine” and "Starfish" have been picked up but I have as 
yet no further information as to possible survivals. 
.In the war at sea the lack of success attained by the 
“U-boat campaign was followed by the indiscriminate and unnotified strow 
_ ing of mines on the high seas cardsss alike of the conventions of 


e 


wa 
= -_ 
5 id ae 
he 
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fe  e4vilized warfare and of the consequences to innocent passéngers and 


ae : 
erevwe. It would not be in the public interest to say more on this 


subject at present than that this latest threat is already coming 
under control and that we have every confidence in being able presently 
te defeat it. fA 

i have already informed the House ef the introduction of the 


system of offensive patrols carried ont by our aircraft over the 





operating bases of German seaplanes. ‘These patrols have been maintained 
throughout the hours of darkness on every night during which weather 


conditions would allow seaplanes to operate. Bombs have been dropped 


es ee 
‘ 


wherever lights have been exposed to enable aircraft to take off from 


| the water and a rigid blackout has been enforced upon ‘the enemy's 


bases. During the hous of daylight enemy aircraft have rarely 


a 
| ~~ é 
« = . 
7 


ventured within reach of our fighter ferces and our patrols have repeat-= 


¥ edly gone up to seek for aircraft which turned back when encountered 


and evaded pursuit. Our reconnaissance patrols have hawever had 


7 2 , a, 
ba Ants. 
’ 


sie frequent encounters with these wandering German aircreft out over the 
* | | . 
_  WNorth Sea and though not themselves equipped as fighters have invariably 


‘taken the offensive and have pressed it home by every means at their 


} In the last few weeks we have been horrified by the calculated 

f brutality involved in enemy attacks from the air on unarmed and 

unescorted trawlers. In December 32 attacks of this nature were made 

| 4 and took the form of the bombing and machine gunning of crews. 6 
trawlers were sunk and 4 damaged. 22 escaped undemaged. During the 
Present imonth there have been no less than 13 similer atteoksa frou the 
air on unarmed trawlers. Two of these were sur. <A further outrage 
wholly incompatible with the universally accepted principles of warfare 
between civilised peoples was committed against a lightship and against 
a Trinity House tender carrying men on lightship relief. These are 
men whose lives are devoted to the service of their fellowmen of every 
nation and who might claim to be immune from attack. Yet they were 
brutally machine gunned two of them were killed and 32 were wounded by 


machine gun bullets. It is significant that all these cowardly attacks 


> 
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“Dominions to play their full part in the struggle for freedan. 


if most inmediste demand. Agreement hag been reached between the 


Ce 


were made in wee thay conditions which increased the difficulties 
of interception by eairerarvt end that they dicd down as Boon ag 
4mproved eonditiors mace it possible for our stendine petrole to 
press home their sursul La 
Since 7 last <ddressed the House there have besn meny 
axemples of “he important part which the oversea Dominions are 
taking in ‘he HEL. The circumstances of navel warfare make it 
apppecult to réveal thy duties on which the Navies of the Dominions 
s1V6 been Gonateantly engaged but thers hes hacpily been no need te 
Goncesal the hercle action cof H.WMS. “Achilles” one of the two cruisers 
of the New Zeelend Division of the Royal Navy in the brildidiant 
“e€ngagemen’ which led to the destruction of the "Grar Spee". The 
Tecent arrival in this sountsy of two Continssents of the Cenedian 


active seryice forse is furthyvs proof of the determination of the 


The speeiai forces vaised in Austvalia and New Zealand for egervice 
cyerseas haye now roceived intensive training and will enortiy be 


able to tuke theip placea in she theatre where their sevviers ers 


Governments of the United Kingdom Canada, the Comnonwealth of 
Australia and New Zealand on the details of the Empire Air Training 
Scheme and there is now no obstacle to the develovment of that 
great enterprise. 


the Mouse is of course aware of the extent to which pilots 


ang other personnel from the Dominions are serving in the Air Forces 





here enc the valiant exploits which they have alreedy perrormed. 
the training of both lang and Air Fercca in the Union of Sonta Atpica 
ie being sepidiy Geveloped and these Yorces ave 1h a position to 
aseiet in African defenus when the need arises. In New Foundland 
beveral huncred men have been veeruited for patrol duty in ths 

Hoyei Navy, Some #00 oc! these have elready arrived in this country. 
Newfoundland hee also been asked for help in the provision of loggers 
end is recruiting 2,600 men for this service, 500 of whom have 
arrived, The Seuthern Rhodesia Minister of Defence is et present 


din Longon ané discussiona ars proceeding with him as to the best 


Page 127 


rm 
(6 


méthod of using the further contribution in land and Air Forces which 
Southern Rhodesia has generously offered to make. In India prepsrations 
80 steadily forward and it is clear from the large numbers of persons wc 
have offered themselves for enlistment many more than it is possible | 
at present to accept that eagerness to assist the cause for whish we 
have taken up arms continues unabated. A eortain number of Indian 
troops mainly companies of the Royal Indian Army Service Corpe® and the 
Royal Indian Army Veterinary Corps have as honourable members have no 


doubt seen from the press taken their place in the Expeditionary Fores 





in France. 
The Colonial Empire still continues to bring valuable reinforce= 
ment of many kinds to our war effort. Honourable members will know that 
the first Colonial Contingent has now arrived in France in the form of 
& transpert unit from Cyprus. It is representative of all those Colonial 
Military Forces which are ready to defend their own lands and liberties 
against the common tnemy. Even in those territciies where enemy propae~ 
ganda has been st the greatest Pains to produces a reaction in Germany's 
faveur their campaign has met with strikingly little success. This is 
particularly the case in Pelestine where despite an intensive drive by 
the German Ministry of Propaganda the situation is new calmer then it 
has been for somes year | 
There is little I need add te complete my statement. I am 
Speaking this afternoon at the first meeting of Parliament after an 
adjournment of several weeks and on one of the early days of a New Year 
and a new decade, On such an occasion it is natural to look into the 
future and wonder what Strange drama we should see on the staga of time 
if we were able to draw aside the gurtain. Yet there could scarcely be 
@ more difficult moment dt which to indulge in speculations of this kind. 
From the viewpoint of today it would be idle to syy anc picture the 
course of history in the 1940's or even in the present year. At the 
moment there is a lull in the eperations of war but at any time that lull 
may be sharply broken and events may eccur within a few weeks or even 
@ few hours which will reshape the history of the world. We in this 
country hope as do the peoples of every nation that the just and 


dasting peace which we are seeking will not be long @Gelayed. On the 
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& more actte phasze. * that shouia 
meagy for it ana in common With ony 


i allies we Will spare no effort 
al 6nd no S&crifice that , 

YF 

. 

“ 





“Y to secure the Victory on 

ce which we ere determined, 

a +7 mew ee en — 
ra Copy hes been Ben? tr the War Cabinet, 

tpt. of Defence Comord, 
Dent, oF external Affairs, 
1721.40, 
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SECRET 


DEPARTMENT OF EXTSRNAL AFFATRS, 





DECYPHER OF “TELEGRAM PROM EXTERNAL AFVAIRS. OFFICER, LONDON, 

Dated: 15th January, 1940, Lodged 9.47. pem 

455 ; Received 11.45 a.m, 
SECRET. TURKEY . 

(a) Relations with the United Kingdom and Prance, 


Turkish Secretary-Gencral’s visit to London and Paris resulted in 
the signature of five agreements (1) (2) and (5) provide for 
detailed arrangements under September agreements, i.e. twenty-five 
million pound armaments credit, fifteen million pound gold loan 
ea two million pound clearing. Under a fourth ana very secret 
agreement Allies have secured that Turkish Chrome suppliés will 

_ not go to Germany. In return for this they simed a fifth agree— 
“ment providing for purchases of Turkish dried fruits and nuts, 
Purthermore agreement was reached that suspense clauses of the 
special agreement of September (by which treaty's entry into force 
was suspended pending delivery of Turkey's essential arms require- 
ments) will be cancelled upond@livery of fifteen million gold, 
Delivery of arms began immediately after General Orbay's visit to 


England, 





h-- Unfortunately on his return to Anksera Numan has 





-_ : ‘ vag 
Poy | ‘disclosed details of most of the above agreements which were to 


have been kept secret, 





ae (b) BULGARTA. During Numan's visit to London it was 
| ‘arranged that he should consult in Sofia with Bulgarisn Prime 

NS Minister and British Minister. Resulting comnunique is on the 
dines contemplated in the discussions here and is useful as regist— 
ering detente established by recent withdrawals of frontier troops 
(due in fact to British influence), Though it does not touch the 
question cf Bulgarian Roumanian rapprochement it is none the i1éss 


@ step forward. 


(c) Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. Although 
Bs . the Turks maintain Soviet wish to improve relations the only signs 
a the 
gre a eS / are . 
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ar are Soviet gift to earthauake relief and report from Ankara that 
> a 


bees Soviet Ambassador is “less rude than he was", 

ber (a) ITALY. Please see my telegrams 19 and 31, 
ined er re i ae _—_ “ 

Row Pes (e) Internsl Situation. NO Signs that Turkish 
i a 

p 


morale has been shaken by recent disasters. 


STIRLING. 


COPIES TO: 
, WAR CABINET 
SECRETARY, FRIME MINISTER'S DEPT, 
SECRETARY, DEPT. OF DEFENGE, 
| CO-ORDINATION 
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i, ee PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT. 
. > Vie Eastern W 227 CE 34, 
a. - CABLEGRAM.. ,,.. 
DECYPHER FROM 
SECRETARY OF STATE Sent ixth January, 1940. 
pet Secon Received 13th January, i940, 
Te, 
Circular 317. 
| MOST SECRET. 


1, tIranian Charge d'Affaires in London has been given draft 
agreement providing for £35,000,000 credit te be spent on the 
purchase of arms and other material in the United Kingdom, 

TURKEY . 
ae Following ANgLo-Frseco-Turkish agreements have been signed 
in Paris - 
(1) puowi ding for the cancellation of the suspense clause 
of the Special Agreement (see my telegran Circular B, 344) 
(2) making detailsd arrangements in connection with S25 , 000,000 
qrmements credit and £15.000,000 gold loan (see my tea 
Circular B,541 third paragranh); 

(5) aroviding for veservation for United Kingdom and Frenca 
(subject 9 certain limitations) of Turkish chrome rs ae ae 
ene 

(4) ‘pre viding for purchase by United Kineésm and France of 
‘certain Guantities of Turkish dried fruita. ; | 23 

5. | Forther Anglo-Turkish acreements provide machinery Suey 4 


for £2,000, 000 assistance loan (see my telegram of August - ha 
26th, $41), 


4. Wurther details regarding asreements referred to in 


(3) and (4) above will be telegraphed shortly. . ee s 





WAR CABINET. (Teleprinted C,67) 
COPY SENT TO ELA. 7 
DEFENCE CO-ORDINATION, 
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“The Secretary, 
Department of External Affairs, 





Referred. 


»* 


jecre tarye 


&ihey 
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PRIME MINISTER’S DEPARTMENT. 
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im - o' =. 


CABLEGRAM. . 


2.522 Gs ~ 

FROM SEC <9) tr ee (jf ve 95 hy Ys & , ~~. oe .4 ’ ~ An. 

a eh UE LAL Sate sent 63.51 LCocsember 

FOR DOMINION AFYAL X33. Sa ee ? 1959, 

xecelived ist January, 1940, 
I< oy Tas 1s) 62) % J f nH Tt rurt - ‘' . 7 
Gir. Tei, BASE o od ~i AOWIDE tor Prime Miniater. 
Tras 
’ z ._ - ; 4 ty T . ’ ry = t a 
: 3 ~ tnat freater assistance 


Asccarding to Tealian Uinictaa 2 oe 
- i Let 10 ts rore Je H, sit Pa: ves 


ced apit p : PEN TRgh ae oy 
Dvaty 8 relations with Soviet Union sre colne from bad to worge 
he : ’ -* . ‘ ‘ : ~ 


: - a ay <a 
Copy sent to ~ Wer Gebinet. 
Dea {¢ > . 
S je = ~ enn ne ae 
~jive Def vmblS UG IM GATE bi OFF 
w ‘pr A y 
é tie 
< 
4 
“a 4:0). ‘i 
a 





NAA: A981, 


| National Archives of Australia 
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PRIME MINISTER’S DEPARTMENT. 


CABLEGRAM. 


Pel 89 via Imp, CE 29 
DECYPILER FRO Date sent 18th Decemb 
SECRIETAL ae STATE FOR 9,42 p.m 
ROMINION AFFAIRS. Received i9tn December 








—_—— ne 6 ee ee ees 


he tr ry c rm “ Ts (7% ~*~ 2 <4 


Cir. Gir, Telegram D.t7. oe ta ME SB FS a VY 
Moliowing for Prime Minister 

(Begins). 

Balkans. 

i. w.ii, Minister at Bucharest considers that falling popapam 
Besistance from us Rumania might scck a gusrantee fron Gernenee 
the next Sew weeks. 

Be my Gar. Tel. DoiIfil: E.MY Charece G'Arfatréa at Be Lera 
Coneigers that Yugoslavian mistrust of Bulgarian Government's! 


repercussions in YucoslseWisgeoLy 


at 
A“ 
2 
ry 
~ 
}~ 


acalings with Moscow and the 
buigarian commnistic feeling militate ugainst closer relation 
tween Yueosiavyis and Bulgaris. 
Turkey. 

Turkish Secretary General expressen satisfaction vw 
Our Oofver to Turkey of 106 anti-tank suns we are acquiring From 


Prance, 


ee QE ee ee ee ee 


Copy to - War Cabinct 
Defence Co-ordinetion 
BoA 
— — 


National Archives of Australia NAA: 
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; Pinlana can hold out against Soviet for long, the Swedish Genoral 


 Bussia’s next step. See my news telegram en clair re Rownania. 


that they had evidence that Russia hoped to settle Pimnish question || 
_yapidly in order to obtain free hand to deal with the Balkan ques- | 





Dated: 6th December, 19359. lodged: 9.5 pem, 
Reed. 11.00 a.m. 
_ Neo. 707 


U.8.5.R- Though it is difficult to see how 


Staff has expressed the view that they can hold out six months. 

—_ that Russia will occupy the towns but that the Finns will 
to hold the fringes of the country provided that the 

| aptntt of te poyutetton is not broken by attacks from the air, 


There is mich speculation as to the cuestion of 





United States State Department told Lord Lothian 


tion, Also that there was 2 good deal of anxiety in Berlin about y 
Russia's intentions in the Balkans where Germany was anxious to 
consolidate her economic position as soon as possible, 


The Bulgarian Prime Minister has expressed the view 
that with the attack on Finland he now considered eventual Sovict 
move against Roumania inevitable particularly in view of recent 
deterioration of relations between Roumania and Hungary. 


British Minister at Sofia has reported that nervous 
nese of Bulgaria was increasing and that without wishing to be 
alarmist he though danger was considerable. He pointed out that 
if Russia controlled southern Bulgaria she would be within twenty 
miles of Aegean Sea, t 


The British Anbassador in Turkey passed on Mr. 
Rendel"s views to Turkish Minister for Foreign Affairs mt latter 
did not seem perturbed. He thought attack by the Soviet to seize 
Bessarabian quite possible and did not anticipate resistance by 
Roumonia. If Roumemia did not resist he expected the matter would 
Mot go further, He did not think Russia could move cven over a 


> 


| 
| 
| 
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| possibility of confiagretion extending to Balkemse 


-~D- 


Bessarabia without previous approach to Turkey to ascertain 
attitude. As for Bulgeria, he thought the King and bourgeoisie 
could be counted on to resist Sovietising influence though there 


was always underlying possibility of e revolution. 


Despite this calm attitude Turkey now scons rondy 
for closer relations with italy, this development being due to 
uncertainty about evolution of Russian policy (see Dominions Office 
telegram Nos Be399) 


Greek Government are inclined to fear Russia and 
Germany may make concerted invasion into balkens and that we should 
mot count too surely on dissension between them. 


The Freneh press have been widely discussing the 


Kerillis sees «a direct Russian meance not only to 
Roumania «nd Turkey but to Britain, and Pertinax hints that .nglo- . 
French-Tfurtish treaty may soon come into play (this trend in France | 
needs careful watching). | 





German press and wireless on the other hand are 
fall of dark forebodings as to Russian intentions over the whole 
ef Asiatic continent but not in Balkens, ‘They declare thet Russia 
4s reinforcing troops on Caucasus front. . 


STIRLING. 
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PRIME MINISTER’S DEPARTMENT. 





e CABLEGRAM. 


905% 
DECYPMER iROM 
THE SECRETARY OF ST). TE 
FOR DOMINION API4IRS, feoriaear hart nny 


eLO Gels 
LONDON, RECEIVED ist December,1939, 


ee Mc 


ae cc 


rt i arn, A 
Via imp. CE. 40. 


~ 
, 


Circular 1), i110. 
MOST SECRET AND PERSONAL, 
Following from the Prime Minister for the Prime Minister = 


CHINA. 





ie Owing to war exigencies we have decided to withdraw 


at an carly cate the remaining three gun boats in Japanese 







controliles waters on the Yangte. Further withdrawals from Shanghad 
Wild probebly follow but we intend to retain at least one gun boat def 
at Shanghei and one at Canton as long as possible and three gun 
boats in Chinese controlled waters will remain for the present. 
Ths United S-ates and French Governments are being informed. 
TURKEY, 

ee The Turkish Secretary General has informed us that he 
has come here with full powers to sign the protocol ending the suspena 


“ree ei ‘ 
etause and bringing the treaty into force provided that the queBiions 
a 


of the Bupplty to Turkey of anti-aircraft and anti-tank guns ig cA 
—_ io 
Butisfactorily settled. eae 


O. te said that Germany had declared her willingness to 

Tulfit Turkish armament orders and to make bull purchases of Tupkeh 
| 
Commodities provided that the latter included items like chrome 


ang olive oii. If Germeny was to be Geprived of Turkish chrome 
Turkey mast find a market in Great Leitain and France for her other — 


exports. 





Copy War Csbinet. ¢ 
Dept. Der. 
Dep te is. A. 
te 1s i? ao. 


be 
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| & ae 
ee 
CABLEGRAM. ates 
Bie Via Imm. Ce Bo77/te rin § a 
hls @ ~ <2 ; (Pel : a : 4 . 
DECYPHER FROM Secretary of State DATED 14th TAS aye Yor Seed . 
for Dominion Affaire, ent o,#6p.m, } 
LONDON, RECETVED 15th Noveniber ,1939% 
— ere 
' 


Circular D, 89, 
MOST SECRET AND PERSONAL. Following for Prime Minister; — 
GT : 
ry Belgian Military Attache has had second meeting with 
General Gemelin in Paris but only asked what forces the rrenchk 
mi * pA bas SH | he 
were prepared to sénd to help Belgium, and showed no readiness to 
enter conversations for a concerted military plan. The Freneh 
High Command a : } 
x re, however, satisfied with the plans made, independ- 
ently of the Belgians, with the British Commander-in-Chief to 
mest all contingencies. The French view is that we can only 
Wait and hope that if the blow Salis, our aseistance will not be 
invoked so late as to interfere seriously with the execution of 
our plang, 


| TURKEY, 





2. The head of the Tarkish Military Mission here has been 
informed by the First Lord of the Admiralty that in the event of 
Turkey being threatened by Russia, His Majesty's Government in 
the United Kingdom woulda be disposed, on Turkey's invitation and in 
certain circumstances, to come to the aid of Turkey with Naval 
Portes superior to tnces3 of Russia in tie Blac SER. It was 
explained that this ate hot imply any fi:mediate military sngage= 
Ment ank that Turkey should uncertexe certein rpeparatorr arrange-= 


MENntS at favel bases, 


Copy War Cabiust 





aokis 
ver. =Of 417 Se, 
\ 
National Archives of Australia NAA: A9é 
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PRIME MINISTER’S DEPARTMENT. 








CABLEGRAM,. 9) 


45°, 
= - ane VRE ee a 
DECYTEER }E Un LAD Le ty A5 31 . eit 
CHE EREKECAKY OF sTATS Emmis tacks or eee 


FOR DOMINION AFFAIRS ; pest haee el 


LCNUCN. RECEIVER 42%n on 
> ra . ai 


rae ie CYO mre >. See 
Cimeniear B. 37g, 
Pollowing for rrime Minister. 
BOE 
+ 
de tn response te Rewer? - rE = 
bya eG MET ELLen Sequests Lop (nited Kingdom 


action tC 18 ¢; r Bf [-"* > ine he = he Wires ee of e+ 
EE SHRECEHE wae price of Xeyptian cotton His lia jesty’ s 
Ambassador at Csiro has been authorised tr 


prices weakened Hi, 


ey) 
i 
cy 
C 
; 
@ 
fo) 
Oo 
2 
ey, 
tH 
ia 
wo 
ty 
ss 
i 
—— 
tv 
—_ 
per 
2 
o 
:} 


mt vig hk wit eta bat 4+ “ ¢ : A 
Mucditzon to is iags up to a Merkin equivaient to the value oF 


os 


“ 
ee | 


the lost Géiman mackst. 


ee PAP os me ~te . 
Ta. . oe, > > * 


os | }"*. fren 7 
<a £0C oNOSaGoeesr tn London ha- hee i; : ' 
mbasceé@sr in Loadon ha: bcen informed that wa heave 
ACL pect te pwns typ 
been PULLBOA AS & UGmdorary measure and in wlew a? Ene esas 
. 4 . . Aeseh 25) Vie - WS OSCE Ss . oY 


Tor Concentrating our dollar SeSsources on the 
War Somnodities to Prenkbis impo 


: LY ph is J = , 
vAVLONS GACepL under licence ef 


eetPeim further categories of Avericay goods 


has created excel) 
. vo. Ce ae ah thal Q 4 ws ™ 2s ‘7 ' s 
exceliont impression at Sofia and the President of the 
Council WALI A aa 
OXPPSssed his gratitude Yor ow share in it end states 
Ne ~ 
that he intends to reduce the Bulge r@an forces on the Pronti 
P — “= Ae alee a ae oe ~ - 
inmunéai ately Without WeiBins fcr Tarkish rnc Te. 
= 
“7 
“re Her) poey,' on ~apen or he i ret ”~ “=O yr neo h a9 «me ~ < 


SGLCNSiVE GOMMMMSYCiai proposais toe the Turkiak Minicter for Foreign 
— anew ben sus ae thre 0 * £ Ai. 


: ALT e3 PSe 
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NA IRS OFFICER, LONDON. 
Dated: 25th October, 1909. Sent. 9-04 pone 
587. 

TURKEY. MOST SECRET. 

fhe Turkish Minister for Foreign Affairs on his 
return from Moscow told ine British Ambassador that his 
general impression was not co much that the Russians wanted 
to play the German gaze as that they were anxious about 
their own game so long as the Germans were not deeply 
committed on the western front. He thought that the 
Soviet had been surprised by his firmness and that he would 
hear from them again. He asked the British Ambassador 

whether the United Kingdom Government would still be willing 
to accede to the Soviet's two requests if these were put 
forward again. (To this the United Kingdom Government 
have replied that the tri-partite treaty having now been 
Signed, the position is sitered, though they would be pre- 
pared to consider requeston their merits). The Minister 
for Foreign Affairs also derived impression that after his 
decision to leave Moscow Soviet Government regretted having 
gone so far, and said on departure they loaded him with 
attention (which means little). 

According to Secretary-General of the Turkish 
Foreign Office, reaction in Moscow to the signature of the 
triepartite treaty has been very mild. His perm@nal view is 
that there is no immediate danger from the Soviet as they 
will wait till everyone else is exhausted, and that what the 
Soviet most fear ic a volte-face by Germany and a combination 
by the latter with the Allies against themselves. 

He feels personally that now the treaty is signed 
the moment is favourable for a move to build up some real 
consolidation between all the Salkan States including 
Bulgeria. Also that Italy should be consulted regarding a 


general understanding on Balkan ami Mediterranean questicas. 


Page 142 





2e 





As regeras Bulgeria, Minister for Foreign Affairs 
is exercised at the apparent closeness of her relations 
with the U.5-5-R- Nevertheless he thinks recent Bulgarian 
. =e mission to Moscow resulted in a set-back (which he connects 
be “ | _ with recent Bulgarian Government crisis) as the Bulgarians 

bert rejected certain Russian proposals for air Communications. 
é The Minister for Foreign Affsirs considers that 
Roumania ie now prepared to delay Dobrudja question with 
Pe ss Bulgaria. He formed the view in Moscow that the U.S.S.R. 
R 


would mot go to war with Roumania for Bessarabia but 





mone the less would use it ss a bargsining counter. 


STIRLING. 
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Dated = 19th October 7.41 p.m. Recd. 20th October 6.45 a.m. 


No. 5735. 


TURKEY. MOST SECRET, Reference D,.0O, 
Telegram No, B.3559. Russians raised two points for 
Soviet-Turkish treaty which Turks found inacceptable:;-— 


(1) In part of treaty providing for mutual 


assistance covering Black Sea Russians wanted a "letting out” 


clause providing that Russia would not have to gO to war with 


Germany; 


(2) Alteration of Montreux Convention position 


regarding the Straits and Black Sea (see last paragraph of 


my telegram No. 561). 


You will note that Anglo-Franco-Turkish 


freaty will be signed in original form in which it was initialled, 


STIRLING, 


Oth, Ar Garrinter fox Wi tah h 


ee Meme, B20, ae 
City An tod 


7 Maas A © 57 
P | ; 
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FRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT, 








DECYFHER OF CABLEGRAM RECEIVED FROM 


X 2 Via Imp. 127/24, 





THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR Dated 19th Ostober, 1939. 
DOMINION AFFAIES, 9. 35 poem 
LONDON, Received 80th Yetober, 1939, 
Circular D. 49, R ft : Ms qv 
(Ting = 

Following for Prine Minister — &, Lo 8 ¥ aS | 
rs . fut am Ff 
Daud a ie 

ROUMANTA, ae I ie 
4> in conversation with the becretary of State for 

Koreign Atfairs on 17th October the Roumanian Minister mentioned 


the question of the validity of the United Kine dom * 


Koumania in the case of Sovict eaferession. He was 
siould Rownanian Government ‘aise the question, of: 
reply (4s well as that of Fr mech Government) was 1: 
hége vive. 

eo Simultaneously with the Signature of 
agrecment there will also be signed (but not publis! 


(1) 


things measures to be taken 


& Military c nVention which defines 


8 regards the Dodecéene 


War With Italy, «defence of salonica and assista 


we 


is ion 


QO 
— 


Rouman!s in the event of ¢ against her by 





(2) @ special agreensnt on financial a 
B, 341 Daragraph 3) and containing the suspense 
Paragreohn 2), 
eae Sat 
Copy War Cabinet 
‘ 2 3 _ De Ke 
Dept. EA, 
ae BU, Se, 
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DECYPHER OF CABLEGRAM 1U:C [VED FROM 
THe SECRETARY OF Stars ve OS Via Impey 128/25, 
FOR DOMINION AFFAIRS, Dated 10% | 
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TELEGRAM FROW SXTEAWAL AFFAIRS OFFICER, LONDOK. 

October, i939. Sent 6-50 DeMe 
re seeing . Recd. S045 GeBie 
Noe S6ie 


SECRET. U.S.5-R. relations with Turkey. 
There were two features in Anglo-Ffranco-Turkish treaty in 
which the Russians desired modification. 

(a) That Article three (automatic assistance by Turkey 
in the event of the execution of the Allies' guarantees to 
Rumania and Greece) should be consultative only, not 
automatic. The United Kingdom ami the French have agreed 
to this, the Turks assuring them that in practice the 
modification will not be important. 

(b) The protecol. The United Kinzdom have all along 
realised and had to accpet the fact that Turkey would under- 


take no obligation which could result in her going to war 







with the U.S.S.R. The protocol was added to the treaty to 
cover this point. The Russians have insisted on Strengthening 
the protocol so that the whole treaty may be suspended if the 
Soviet are involved in war with the United Kingdom and France. 
A compromise has been accepted by Wolotov, but not yet approved 
by Stalin, providing for the protocol reaaining unchanged, but 
there are to be additional exchaiges of notes explsining what 
meaning is to be attached to it. Thus Turkey will explein to 
the Soviet that she will regard the treaty as being in suspense 
if Russia is involved in war with the Allies. 

The view taken here ia that in view of the long 
negotiations, nothing can outweigh the importance of publiming 
the Anglo-Turkish agreement’as soon as possible. The actual 
form of the treaty is of little importance. What the United 
Kingdom is relying on is the good will of the Turks, based 
on their vital interests and their needs. 

After obtaining Britich consent to the Russian 
demand for modification, the Turkish Minister for Foreign 


Affairs resumed negotiation in Moscow. These have reached 
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“an advanced stage but no details yet, though in so far as they 
2 are known, the terms seem to be regarded as not tco bad from 
. me the British point of view. 
Adee ale _ The intention apparently is that the Turkish- 
Bok eee Soviet agreement should be in two parts:- 





v aster +” (1) Provision for consultation in the Svent of war in 
Si os alkene. 

ms i 3 (2) Provision for mutual assistance covering the Black 
| > Sea (including the Straits) and Suropean Turkey. 

The latest advice is that the Turkish Minister 
ee os _ for Foreign Affairs has now sent the final text to Ankara 
be a end the United Kingdom are asking for it. 
ipa The United Kingdom only agreed to the Russian 
modifications on condition they should see the text before 
tad, ‘the treaty was signed, and there are indications that the 
Rei mt _ Turks, in their haste for signature, may wish to evade this 





_  , -Btipulation. There has been no information from neutral 

a _ missions. The Ambassador at Moscow reported that he thought 
| the Turks were being pressed hard. The Soviet have tried to 

es get a stricter definition of the provision of the Montreux 

sgh Convention re exemption, i.e., to Russia's advantage. Stalin 

personally raised this a fortnight ago but dropped it. Molo- 


tov has raised it within the last few days and referred it back 
F to Stalin. 


STIRLING. 


Ls 
he 
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TELEGRAM FROM 





Dated - 17th October (11,15 a.m.) 
MOST IMMEDIATE. 


No. 660. 


Poilowing is repetition asxed for in Prime 
ye a _~ - a cre ..% ~ Dee CNS SS . ‘ 
Minister's telegram to the High Commissioner of October 1 
(Begins) "Desirable but fori m ntees should take”. ( 
STIRLING. 
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TELEGRAM FROM HIGH COMMISSIONER, LONDON, 
LLL 
Dated = 10th October, 1959. Sent Je P.M. 


No. 546, 


For Prime Minister. MOST SECRET 
Turkish-Soviet negotiations still dragwing on. 
Latest suggestion by the Yurks is that the confidential protocol 
in the Anglo-—Franco-Turkish treaty (exempting Turkey from 
hostilities with the U.S.S.R.) which Russia wanted modified 
(see Dominions Office telegram No. D.26, paragraph 5) should 
remein as it. is. The Turks then to give sepsrate explanations 
to the Soviet as to the’ exact implications of the protocol, and 
to the United Kingdom end France as to the exact implications 
of their engagement with the SOVIiEt. The United Kingdom dre 


prepared to accept this. 





Meanwhile, the situation of the U.S.S.R. vis-a-vis 
the United Kingdom shows no improvement. When instructed to 
provest' to the Soviet about unfriendly article in Izvestiya, the 
British Ambassador at Moscow expressed the view that a eritical 
moment dike the present, when the Soviet might at any time come 
into the war against us, was not one for action of this kind. 


Wilitery appreciation not availsble today - promised for tomorrow, 
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A PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT. 
we OF CABLEGRAM 
ROM GECRETARY OF STATE Sent Sth Cctober, 1939 : 
FOR DOMINICN AFFAIRS, ‘ 2140, 
LONDON. seGel gan bObh de toder, 1959, 





Cireceler D. 61 


Hosm SPCR. 


Following for Frime Minister 


Rovmania-Hungary. 


1, My telegram No. Circular 6.2347, paragraph 2; Hungarian and 


Roumanian troops have been withdrawn from the frontier. 
Japan. 
#. Position of the Japanese Government is insecure, 


b- & ‘fhe Turkish Government have decided to instruct the Minister 


= a 


oe 


for Foreign Affairs on October 10th to leave Mascow immediately, if 
we refuse the suggested modification (see paragraph 6 of my telegram 
Cireuler D.26) or return no reply, or shovld the Soviet Government 
raise any new point, Minister for Foreign Affairs urges that we 
should Bive oral agreement to enable Turkish-Soviet text to be drawn 
up. Turkish draft of the latter provides assistence in the case of 
S8sression in the Black Sea Straits or European Turkey; consultation 
in the event of aggression in the Balkans, and suspension of treaty 
in the event of Russia being at war with Great Britain and France. 
tn the latter event both treaties would thus lapse and the Turkish 
President emphasises that Turkey would then act in her own interests, 
©... im case of an attack by Italy. 
4. Matter isinder consideration between the United Kingdom and 
French Governments. We feel that insistence on Turks signing treaty 
with Great Britain in its present forin would not add to the prospects 
of Turkish co-operation Simce, in eases affecting Turkey’s vital 
interests, she is likely to give this in any case and wé might 
prejudice both our good relations with her sud possibility of Turkey 


acting later as a useful link with Russia. 





j 
of” Spseas 
Bs. —_— \ 
| “Copy Sent to Minr. and Devt. Defence, 
aes 4 EA. 10/10/39 4 
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gr Ht Dated 7th Gctober, 193%. Bert 6.55 p.m. 
pall 2 ‘od Received 5.15 aetic 
Raa £OST IMMUDIATE. 

r a 533 
es Por Prima +inister. 
Bad | MOST “ROAST. 
bt . Seviet-Turkish negotietionse. War Cabinet 
& | decided to sgree to “telin'ts aodificationns to the A\ngle- 
Ete Turkioh treaty subj 00% te Lull dieclusure of the terns of 
se the -oviete-Turkich agreenent. 
tiie A@ @ seoult of the Soviet agreenents, Betenia 
a 4s now Guasidered alucet certain te go cumaunist and 
bie porsibly ietria ales, sad beth wiil besome puppet states of 
te the feviet. Lithuania's teres on the surface aot «co bareh 
vat probably the tane result sore delayed. 
; Sunsidersble anxiety in Irae as to the pessid 
a Le of Soviet action ageinst theo with consequent dangere te 
= ‘ Indias 
; | BUUCK. 

: 
_ National Archives of Australia NAA: A984 
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: PRIME MENISTaR's 
> The Secretary of State tor 
\ — ' 


Dominion Affairs, 
LONDON. 


Circular telegram 5.349. 


Poliowing for Prime Miri 


France. 


DEPARTMENT. 
Seen 


WATE SENT 2nd October,1939. 12, 2Sam 


DATE 


i. French Tresvsury receipts 


excess of outgoings. 


Latyia. 


2. While Sovict Government have hitherto 


R 


sfain consistently in 


ECEIVED 2nd October, 1959, 


wade no demand 


regarding Latvia, their troops remin concentrated on Latvian frontier. 


Roumania, 


&. Préssure i: being exercised by German Government +6 


Obtain in¢resased cxports from Roumenia aiid to prevent 


the departure of 


Poles of military Age. Rownanian jinister for Foreign Affairs suggests 


that if, in the event of Russian sitack, Great Britain gave Naval and 


Air assistance, Tirkey would co-operate: and the assistance of Bulearia 


Might be secured by territorial offers, 


“Spain. 


4, The Spanish Government have enquired whether His 


Majesty‘s Government intent to negotiate a war trade agreement with them, 


Turkey, 


5. Press message from Angora reported conelution of treaty 


with Turkey. Nevertheless the Turlish Govermment are against the issue 


of commmigque ag this woul! sreate aifficulties for 


Poreign Affairs in Moscoy. 


China, 


6, Pro-~Britishn slemen‘s 


for early Brivish and Amer can med: s 


Chinese Coverrment may have to scc 
tion. 
Copy to Min, ¢ 
i 
National Archives of A alia 


Omsk 13 
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DECYPHER OF CABLEGRAM, 


Aa ated 30th September, 1939, 
"trom: Secretary of State BLO, Rl 
oY r #rom: -f ~S..4 4 =e. 6 AD oy) "fe. + “Ter * 8 t * 21> ‘ 
‘ LO? DANO. ALLALYS. received: S0th September : 
ae Paes 

mt» = D. ls 


. Li. Ss SE ae 
F 
‘fr 
Cir. Tel.™- 52". 
rap 7" « 
SEGRE 
PoLloving Lor Prime ikl: ter rinks. 


TURELY, 

as Por yo. confidentisl in?ornat on. treaty (with suisrensive 
elause), military convention snd financisl ana econonic uzgceement 
were initialled on September 28th. Marly signature essential as 


Turkish anxiety to sicn spreers tou have increased si 


- 


j~ 
=% 
i) 
at 
cr 
aw 


Minister for Foreion Affatevs’ arrival &t Moscow, Yecrecy ii to be 
preserved pending his returc. 
| HUNGARY, = ROUMANTA. 
£. Negotiations reported to be procesding in Bucharest 


8 joint a@eclaration o 


rh 


friendship, with special. reference to 
minorities, and at the instance of the Yugo Slav Government, for 
the gradual withdrawal or demobilisetion of the armies on both sides 
of Transylvanian frontier, uuUngarvian Gereral Staff state that 
Memeotligaticn has bemin en a smalls. se-ie, 
EGYPT, 

S- At the com=ng Parliamentary session the Government may be 
Seriously 2ttacked for misuse for party purposes of press censorship 
enforced uncer the ren Pos 


JAPAN, 


‘e+ 


4 ~Yre 
ae ted AAD 


4, My telegram Circular B.35¢ p Pagraph 10 United States 
reply contains no Specific assurances oF Support but atfirms the 
intention that the United Stat-- fr. meec should remain in China. 
Stave Department cfficial believes thaz Japanese havc abandoned 
fercible preéeseurs on the French and ourselves or separatica of ingiand 
and the United States and are concentrating on a new avive arainst 
Chiang Kai Shek which is uUntikely to sueceed. Official is sceptical 


=] Rep 7; aS . 
of ony genera. BaP BSStern princinl:s so long as the Japanese 
- 
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Sent 6.50 pews). dh lak 


Dated 28th Sep Reed. 29th Sent. 


Bea aiiy Wo. 505. 

a"; : “ For Prime Minister. KOST SECRET. 

; With reference to my immediately preceding 
be = | telegram, Turkish Minister for Foreign Affairs has assured 
| Nee United Kingdom Ambassador in Moscow that he does not 

, intend to be bullied by Kussians and would rather leave 





br Nescow without any arrangement than agree to anything 
| that would cut scross agreements with France and United 
oe a Kingdom. 

In view of possible peace offensive 
esi y We probably with Mussolini as intermediary in my view 
imperstive nature and form of reply should be fully 
considered before move take‘splace. Rave obtained 





agreement to meeting with sub-committee Prime Minister, 
Welifax, Chatfield, Nankey, Eden this evening to discuss 
matter. 

BRUCE. 





tify tap. fragt 


Fo awe. 27/2/37, ‘es 
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PRIMS MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT. 
Rn 


DECYPHER OF CABLEGRAM 


PROM SECRETARY OF STATE Sent 22nd September, 1939 
FOR DOMINION AFFAIRS, 6.40 p.m, 
LONDON. Received 23rd September, 1939 


Circular B. 344. 


SECRET. 

GERMANY. 

dt. According to a Greek Source, the German Government 
intenda to put forward peace proposals fixing frontiers with a 
mach reduced Poland and demanding the return of German colonies, 

TURKEY , 

Se His Majesty's Ambassador has been &uthorised to 
Sign the treaty subject to clause Suspending its entry inte 
force pending the delivery of Turkey's essential arms require- 
ments. No public announcement will be meade until the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs returns fron Moscow. 

SPsin. 

S. Spainis reported to have been requested to 
join the Oslo group. 

LITHUANT A. 

4. My telegram of 18th S.ptember, Circular B.359, 
paragraph 9: Lithuanian Minister in London has been told that 
His Majesty's Government cannot connive at the occupation of the 
territory of an ally. 

NORWAY, 

5. Minister for Foreign Affairs to be informed that the 
Norwegian neutrality will be respected by His Majesty's Government 
S80 long as it is respected by Germany. 

ITALY. 

6. General tone of the press indicates that Mussolini 
may leunch peace campaign and throw the blame for its failure e: 
on Great Britain. if) 

‘hile His Majesty's Ambassador at Rome has been instructed 
at his discretion to ask for an explanation of the arrival of 


over 50,000 reinforcements in Libya. 
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Roumania. 
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ny 4 Qo =a ™ 
a rEeYMenN GOverrmien nas wmnfarnar - 
i. Phe 6 ah OY POMC O35 informed the Roumenian Govern- 
MENG tNat any persission to mesibere of the Palsch fc 
ey: J ne crs or the A262 CoVermnment 


" _ P 8405 aia o . - 
proceed toO.4 country at war wi srmeny br oT 
' J &t We; 44 fSIMe»ny wear of Pome 


. ~! m4) 2% Oy Tews leit mian 
te rri toyr WOU ( be Yeranrn cs ~ co mb) os pes can a 4 
SS ee SHE eRY prescn of International 


Law and KOWianisn meutrality 
’ 
‘ 
: Woe Mateatatc Mir - “ 
De his MACH uy & Menkes aa peEern inmstructéd to noint 
- avi J sade a) 
_* 
. cut that members of = Covernmie ao not uncer 
vention, faith within the cl 


= und to inte: ; Sresar on Rowmen3 
1s bound to intern, and to 5re on Noumenian Governiient neither 


tO GO GO nor to refuse ther 
4 ‘ 05h LcLuse cnem pa are 'F Syoypes He 3 5 
; passage to France, He is also himself 
Cndeavouring to arrance th Speejdient! 2 
SVOULINS tO arrange the Fresident's ae arture from Roumania 
% Pa) ~ 7) be . i+ 
: by air or other means to a sar: gestination, 
o invwview of clear 1 ; 
” — we a a! t i STI on TT i? f29 RP a05 ans if 
“» A G + §iven Dy LOL NLaAN LEERLE ter 


for Poreion Affairs thet hic | : 
Oretgn A Q@iPs thas his Govsrsiment'-« -akness conpelled it 
to Follow the 1; yr 7 ; 
ié Lne OF Least re: unas snA fr oawde<r Sa fo ai Ft 
x A SOU. Svante ana to play Or time until 


a 2 , r 
vhe attitude of the Soviet Ge 
Najesty's tiinister Pear- WovVrr. thes ot | 

| 7S Minister fears, however, thet eny atte ipt to drive the 
ROWGaRIeAnN Government to dery + Cy 
WIE GOvernment to defy the Germens wit] certeinily fail, 

4. President Roosevelt 7 iia = 


* 
ptemand for intermsient of menber of the Po 


“ = 
. Jal = ee rt “4556" . 3. + 
" . “he Gree: rOVETNMAENt 18 nervous of Roumania's position 
Thi T - oo + - > . 
5B ad NOneESs that tne T o14 sh A AY 7 74 TIP RON 7 ma rhow th aN Pes; sat 
i a ope Lit Cr) a uth iets i OG F 
into Rouenia, 
35 39-5 
’ L123 L7G She 
1 r= - as < a a, . + : . . 
6. leaving learnt from th Turkish liinister for Foreis 
Aftito os > a 
MLAS LCS that the lstter nNronoser at urgent Russian request to 
~~ v \ See Qe - _ wp AR oo ~ 


Penwe on Geatesber 20th Sno 3 His if 
eave on Senteiber 2° por MOScOW, His Majesty's Avaba 





Angora iS instrnetec tO ree t finister to felay his carer a 
__National Archives of Australia NAA: AQ98: 
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‘until our treaty is signec. He may further warn Minister for 


yar 
% e. q 
sd ¥ a | 

& 





Foreign Arfaire that the urdertaking of the Soviet Government 
reported from Paris (my telesran Circular D.15 naragraph 2 (ey) 
would be in contrediction with draft Anrlo-Tuprtrish Treaty, 
Trade, 
Ts In view of Itelian suscentibllities¢xmert for Anclo- 
; Ad 
Ttalisn conversations (my telegrem Circular ),.12, paragraph 5) will 
go out a6 inconspicuousiy as possible as a member of the Anoassa— 
dcor’s staff. 
Bel ium, a 
a ts Majesty's Ambassacor has heen nrovided wit Military 
arguments in favour of eariy snd inconspicuous initiation of Angio- 
oo -'y telks, (My telerram Circular 0.22, narezraph 1). 
*» 
mS) 
? 
; i 
b 
Copy to - - 
Min. & Dept. E.A, ; 


Min. & Dept, Def, | 
| 21/9/39. 


a 
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SECRET 


PRIME MINISTER'S NEPARTIONT. 





DECYPHER OF CABI=GRAM, 





imp, 166 Y 1 CE 34 


? 
PROM Secretary of State SAID 18th Senteiber, 1939. 
? for Cominion Affairs, 11,405.%m, 
f LONDON, — RECEIVED 19th Senterber, 1939. 
: ‘CE Ses ee 
SECRET. ~ 
Girpculse 2.369, Following for Prime Minister. 
Suigeria. 5 


(1) Semi-o°Ficiel rancr stetees that Bulgsrian Minieters abroad 
have been instructed to avtrirm the continuance of Bulgarian nevirality. 
Himgery. 

(2) iy eireular telegram B.358 paragrsph 1 : Hungarian iinistry 
of War have informea the Militery Attache that the Kasse line is in 


order and traffic is normal, 


Turkey. . 
(3) ‘Turkish Goverment agree that in view of Russian developments 
tripartite treaty with Great Britain and France should be signed soon. 


Bconomic issues are still under consideration, 


Russia, q 
(4) His Majesty's Ambassador recosmends that, unless we chould 
decide to declare war on Russia as a result of the Soviet invasion of 
| Poland, full diplomatic relations should be maintained with the result 
| of having direct ACCESS to Monsieur Miolotov when the Soviet-—Gernan 
friendshin begine to wear thin, He points out that the necessity of 
Keeping a iarge army on war footing outside Russia must reduce German 
} 
military or food supplies, 
(5) Turictsh Government regards Russian action as a warning to 
Gemeny. not to threaten Rumania, They are snxious that we should not 
_ pegare Russian action as a cassus belli, Turkish Minister for Toreign 
Affairs has accepted invitation to go to Moscow to discuss a Turkish- 
soviet non-agsression Pact and the Turlcish Government consider that 
iP invitation indicates the absence of any Russian-German understanding 
for an attack on the Balkans, 
‘Latvia. . J 


(6) Soviet Government has assured Latvian Government that they 


Seyi - 
intend to "Practice a policy of neutrality" tovards Latvia. 
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t, ‘France. 
(7) 
Tormascion oF a V7 

Yugoslavia, 
(6) 


Rownania and Hungary. 


~~ 


my 


VYuroslavia is tra 


Lithuania. 


ee 


(9) 


Litnusnian 


proposal to acize Vilna. r, 
Russia may occupy the town and 


J &pean, 
(10) 


His Majesty's fe 


if Prench 


instrmicts3 


Zeaaticfaction at 


Athusnian 


ZOVernnenr 


Governmenté nave not at preceni 
GS resist persistent Japanese fz 


assurances of United 
to consider withdrarving their 


Greeee, 


- 


Cekbinet re-shuffle. 


aiyorr 5ed, 


LO bring an underetanding between 


Government have rejected unofficial German 


Goyernment anticinete that 


7 4 


offer it to then, 

~ ~ ine ee te “ 5 * ~ 

dor at “Vashingson has been 
Yr Yecelves siniier Instructions, 


t that United Kingdom and French 


sufficient resources effectively 
rescure and that unless definite 


are forthcoming they may have 


arriscons from North Chine. 


(11) My Circular telegram B.338 paragraph 5 Gree Government 


ars: anxious to return early renly to 


Withcraval ‘of troops from Albanian border if Greek Government would 
rereat substance Greek-Italian s.act suppletienting it wite non- 
aggression undertakinss subject te each party's existing obligations, 


ee eee ee ee 


py = 
Min. & Dent, E.A, 
Min. & Dent. Der, 


National Archives of Australia 


NAA: 
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ad th gber, 1939. Sent) (45, eh \ 
mae wat =i Da , Recds ks ] Dole 


No. 472. 


Por Prime Minister. Seeret. Reports of Muasian 





advance into Poland now confirmed from several posts including 
the British Embassy in Poland, which has been moved to 
Krmonetz, near the Soviet frontier and is likely to leave 
for Rumania. The press reports resistance by the Poles. 

It seems cleer thet action was undertaken in agreement 
with Germany and is the quid pro quo for the recent pact, 
the details having probably been worked out by the Russian 
Military Wicssion to Berlin (telegram No. 280). One view 
is that partition will be on the basis of the Curzon Line 
of the Versailles Conference, which would have limited the 
Polish State to nationals of Polish race, excluding White 
Russiens and Ukrainians, the latter taken by Poland from 
the Soviet. merely wishful thinking 


to imegine that there will be a clash between the Russians 


It would therefore be 


and Germans, though later on difficulties between them may 
weli arise, e.g. the Germans have already occupied the part 
of the Polish Ukraine around Lemberg, which contains oil we 
The United Kingdom has no treaty obligation to Poland 
ePising from attack by Russia (by reason of the secret 
protocol to the recent Anglo-Polish agreement); and the 
United Kingdom ean no more help Poland »gainst Russia than 
against Germany. Skeleton War Cabinet sat yesterday and 
full meeting today. On the whole, it is unlikely that the 
Gecision will be to declare war on Russia, though it is 
possible that diplomatic relations might be broken @f. The 
Soviet has a iarge number of submerines at Murmansk and 
Viadivostok. The Soviet Government have given assurances 
te ail countries with whom Russia has diplomatic reletions 
that she will pursue a policy of neutrality. Kussia desires 


to see Germany and the Western Powers fight it out. The 
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Soviet Smbesay at London “knows nothing”, ticugh accord ag 
¥o information received by the Foreign Office Weigky has 
been saking preporetions for depertere,. 

ine most importent aspect of thie new develooment is 
the effect on Turkey which ‘t ts imousible to estizete at 
the soment. tne Turkish Miniater for foreign Affairs hes 
eecepted the Soviet’s invitetiaon to O8COW, Oxtended sume 
tise ago and now urgentiy repeated. 

Financial negotiations between the United Kin cou and 
Turkey are proving ver: difficult and the Turks heve put up 
Gemancs which, et first sight suggest a desire to confront 


the United Sin dom with an insuperable obstsele, The 


Ambaseecor et Akers, howev ry Coes not Selleve euch ts 





Gieir intention, ettributing it te muddle oy Turkish depart 


ments and inshiiity to relive thot British supply is ifmited. 
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PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT. alii 
_ (reser 
tf SECRE 
DECYPHER OF CABLEGRAH ERATE AIG 
FROM SECRETARY OF STATE Sent 15th September, 1939 
FOR DOMINION AFFAIRS, Boras 


tsa - LONDON. Received 16th Sentember,i939. 


Circular telegram B. 556. 
he 18.2 0 R.B T. 
Following for Prime Minister -—- 
(1) Roumanian Prime Minister states in strictest confidence 
Fu that the Army is now mobilized and that troops are being sent to 


_ the northern frontier. 
| (2) Circular telegrem B.535, paragraph 11. French Ministry 
Luror Foreign Affairs considers that the United States Government 
Pes may be Willing to back us up and that we should not withdraw our 
troops until we have first tested their real intentions. 
, (3) Large reinforcements being sent from Japan to Manchuria 
can probably be explained by the fact that garrison's strength 
which was considered adequate wder anti-Comintern Pact conditions 


is not adequate now. 


‘TURKEY e 





(4) Turkish Government are still dissatisfied with our 
economic proposals and the delay in meeting their war material 
requirements. Section of Turkish Cabinet appears to feel that 
Turkey can not in the circumstances afford to cut herself off 


| from the German market. 


Copy sent to Minr. and Dept. Defence. 
- External Affairs. 


16/9/39 


, im 


~. of 
National Arcnives of A lite NAA: 
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(a) Respond quickly to any reinsuranc 
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peace proposals. 
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' Dated llth September, 1939. 


—_—— 
= 


GRAM FROM EXTERNAL AFFAI Z DON. 





Sent 6.21 p.m. 


Reuter report lith September states German 
military aeroplane flying from Poland, made forced landing in 
Lithuanie near German frontier. Lithuanian Authorities have 


confiscated plane and interned two occupants. 


Reuter report lith September states that Berlin 
correspondent of Copenhagen National Tidende says first German 
Bulletin on fighting on Western Front, which was announced on 
radio Sundsy, created great impression. Many people did not 
know war had started in West and were still hoping that 


hostilities there could be avoided. 


Exchange report syas that General Weyrand had 
interviews with Hi h Turkish Army Officers and was received by 


Turkish President before leaving by plane for Seyrouth. 


Suitans of Oman, Lahej and Kathiri and Shekhs 
of Hahrein, Koweit and Dabai have affirmed their friendship with 
Britain and offered their support in present war. Sultan of 
Shihr and Mukalla also has donated 20,000 rupees to U.K, 


Government for war operations. 


EXTERNAL. 
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Lap. Wa BOL 
PRIME MINISTER'S _DEPARTAOUI. 
Wer OF CABLEGREI 
: ' PROM SECRETARY OF ‘STATE sent Sth September, i959 
- FOR DOMINION AFPPAT&S, 12.37 a.m 
LONDON, Received Sth September, 1939, 
ii 

; Circular C,66. 
; SECRET. 

7 Following; for Prime Minister ~- 
: se Secret report dated Sth September states that attacks 


Bouthward from Fast Prussia in conjunction with 4 tack towards Kielce 


" may endanger withdrawal of the Polish Army behind the Vistula. 


| el 
* . 
} 


S. Uruguay, Siam, Guatemala, Peru, have declared cneir neutrality. 

S. Belgien ifinister for “oreéinn Affairs states that the Belgian 
public is now 100 per cent against Germany, 
RUSSIA. 

4. WM. Molotov has told the Polish Ambassador that in view of her 
strict meutrality in the war between Great Britein ana Germany , 
Russia is not prepared to supply Poland with anything of a military 
nature but would carry on obligations under recent commercial agreement, 
HOLLAND. 





®, Germen military Gcwivity on tne Duteh frontier is reported, 


TURKEY, . 


S&. in view of the development of the military situation in Poland 
His Mejesty‘s Ambassador ai Shpora has been suthorised to raise the 
orfer of free cssh loan to Turkey it, necessary £15,000,000 in return 
for the immediate Sigmature of the snelo~Turtkish Agreement. 
YUGOSLAVIA, 

7. Generel mobilisation hes been ordered, to be effected by stages. 
UNETsD STATES OF ANERTCA, 

S. weubrality Act has so far been tmnose3 tm resrect or the 

following beiligerents -- Gernem Nrance, Poland, United Kingdom, 


~ 7 


India, Australia and New Zgesxland 


| ‘SLEPRINTED. 


Copy sent to Manr. end Devt. of ELA. 


| Archives of Australia gg NARS A98" 
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Sent. 12.16 p.m. 


No.416. Recd. 10.50 p.m. 
fate Turkey. Most Secret. As indicated in Dominions 
oo 7 | Office telegram No. C.56, the Turkish Government are 


Pes unwilling to sign a tripartite treaty until they receive 
F - satisfaction in the matter of financial and economic demands. 
| The United Kingdom Government still await comprehensive 


) ee, (proposals promised by the Turkich Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, but meanwhile feel strongly that the French 





Government should make the same contribution as themselves. 


oa, STIRLING. 
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ANGLO-FRANCO-TURKISH TREATY - i9th October, 1939. 


Article 2. 


, (1) In the event of an act of ag 
+ Power leading to war in the Mediterra 

United Kin-dom and France are involved, Turke 
effectively with France and the United Kingdo 
in its power. 


them all aid and assistance 


Protocal No.2. 


EE 


The obligations undertake 


of the above-mentioned T 












gression by a Europ: an 
nean area in which the 
¥Y will collaborate 
m and will lend 
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__ BBWORANDUK to: 
a 


The Secretary, 
Department of Defence Co-ordination. 


el 


ipa! ASS 


mat 
iO TU) Tay 





With reference to my memorandum of 3rd May, 
ret I forward herewith a copy of freaty Series No. & 
1940) (Com:and 6165) mentioned in my earlier memora naum. 


Copies have also been sent to the Departments 
of the Treasury, Trade and Customs, and Commerce. 


Ly .2. bhe <2 = 
Secretary. 


Similar memo. to Customs, Commerce and Treasury. 
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THIS DOCUMENT IS THE PROPERTY OF HIS BRITANNIC MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT 
—— —  ——————— 





EASTERN (Turkey): December 16, 1939. 
CONFIDENTIAL. Seerron 1. 
(R 11644/7378 /44) Copy No. 


Viscount Halifax to Sir R. H. Campbell (Paris). 


(No. 3003.) 
ir, Foreign. Office, December 16, 1939. 

I TOOK occasion to remark to the French Ambassador to-day that I under- 
stood that M. Menemencioglu was leaving London for Paris to-morrow and that 
he was going in good heart. If the French Government could see their way to 
treat him as kindly as we had done in the matter of anti-tank guns, he would be 
a reasonably happy man. M. Corbin asked whether we had been as kind to him 
in the matter of anti-aircraft guns, and I was bound to admit that we had found 
this more difficult. We had told him that we would give him 100 anti-tank 
guns which the French were holding for us, and I hoped that the French Govern- 
ment would see their way to do what was necessary on their side. We had also 
agreed to buy from Turkey a large quantity of sultanas, figs and nuts which we 
did not require, and we trusted that the French would follow our good example. 

Tam, &e. 
HALIFAX. 


[780 q—1] 
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; . ae Viscount Halifax to Sir H. Knatchbull-Hugessen (Angora), 
(No. 716.) 





ir, Foreign Office, December 15, 1939. 

"THE Turkish Secretary-General came to see me to-day to say good-bye. His 
ee Excellency told me that he was leaving for Paris on the 17th December. He did 
not know how long he would be staying there, but he hoped that he would be able 


to finish his work there within a week. 


‘satisfied with the general result. Certain points remained to he cleared up in 
Paris, and it was there that the agreements would be signed. 

: 3. As regards the question of the supply of anti-tank guns, 
M. MenemencioZlu said that he had received good news from Paris. General 


| Weygand had impressed on the French Government the absolute necessity for the 
} Turkish army to have these guns and was confident that his representations would 


have a favourable result. If this turned out to be the case, there need be little 
delay over the negotiations in Paris, and it would be possible to sign all the 
9 





recent conversation with Lor | ) 
M. Menemencioélu the offer of His Majesty's Government to divert to Turkey 100 
of the 280 anti-tank guns which His Majesty’s Government had on order from 


_5. I then referred to the letter which I had sent to M. Menemencioglu this 
_-—s morning, in which I had summarised certain information recently received from 
‘ae Mr. Rendel regarding the danger of the growth of Soviet influence in Bulgaria. 
P I had added certain impressions which Mr. Rendel had reported to me on the 
subject. M. Menemencio%lu said that this information coincided, to a large 
= extent, with that in the possession of the Turkish Government. In his view three 
principles should be followed in the treatment of Bulgaria. First, Bulgaria 
shonld: be encouraged, without being given the impression that she was sing 
sought after. Secondly, it was a mistake to attach undue importance to the 
feelings of the Bulgarian people, which were not, in the last resort. the deciding 
factor. Lastly, every opportunity should be taken of consolidating the position 
of the King. The Turkish Government attached particular importance to the 
last point. He did not consider Bulgaria to be irretrievably lost. 





| of the sug estion that Roumania should give pees a promise that the question 
| ; Do e war. M. Menemencioglu said 
that the Turkish Minister for Foreign Affairs had received a promise from 


_if it were only a Prowse, was that it would immediately produce demands for 
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In any case, an essential condition for any such arrangement would be the 
renunciation by Bulgaria of any claim to a territorial outlet on the Augean. - 

7.. I told M. Menemenciogélu that, in my opinion, this winter was the time 
to reach some agreement between Bulgaria and her neighbours. The thought was 
continually returning to my mind that time was passing and that every effort 
should be made now to reach some result. M. Menemencioglu expressed complete 
agreement and undertook to give the problem his earnest consideration on his 
return to Angora. | 

8. Copies of this despatch are being sent to His Majesty’s Ambassador at 
Paris and to His Majesty's Ministers at Belgrade, Bucharest, Athens and Sofia. 

I am, &c. 
HALIFAX. 
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Belgrade, Athens and Sofia. 





THIS DOCUMENT IS THE PROPERTY OF HIS BRITANNIC MAJESTY’S GOVERNMENT 


EASTERN (Turkey). December 13, 1939. 
CONFIDENTIAL. SECTION 1. 





AMENDED Copy—Sere Heavy Type on Pace 8. 


(R 11361 /7201 /44) Copy No. 
Viscount Halifax to Sir H. Knatchbull-Huagessen (A ngora). 


ae 702.) | 
ir, Foreign Office, December 13, 1989. 
WITH reference to my telegrams Nos. 667, 668 and 669 of the 9th December. 
I transmit to you the accompanying record of my conversation with the Turkish 
Secretary-General on the Sth December. 
2. Copies of this despatch are being sent to His Majesty's Ambassadors 
at Paris, Rome and Moscow and His Majesty’s Ministers at Bucharest, Budapest, 


I am, &e. 
HALIFAX. 


Enclosure. 


Record of a Conversation between the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
and the Turkish Secretary-General on December 8, 1939. 


Lord Halifax said that he wished to take advantage of M. Menemencioglu’s 
visit in order to have a frank exchange of views on certain questions of common 
political interest. The first subject he would like to discuss was the series of 
problems arising from the present position of Roumania. Roumania was 
1 ene eel of an attack by Soviet Russia and anxious that the Allied guarantee 
should be extended to apply to that eventuality. The attitude of His Majesty’s 
Government was that the guarantee, though given in general terms, had been 
intended to refer to the possibility of an attack by Germany. Any action, there- 
fore, which His Majesty's Government might eventually take in the event of an 
attack by Russia would naturally depend first of all on the attitude of Turkey— 
ee apart from another important factor, namely, the attitude of Italy. 
Lord Halifax therefore asked M. Menemencioélu what would be the attitude 
of Turkey in the event of a Soviet attack on Bessarabia. 


M. Menemencioglu said that the Soviet Government had recently also asked 
what would be the attitude of Turkey in the event of hostilities between the Soviet 
Union and Roumania. In spite of the insistence of the Soviet Government, the 
Turkish Government had replied that they could not say what their attitude 
would be in such an event. As regards Lord Halifax’s enquiry, M. Menemencioglu 
said that he was not fully acquainted with all the most recent developments. But 
it was obvious that one of two things might happen. The question could be 
settled either pacifically or by force. If it were settled pacifically, this would be 
the best solution hoth for Turkey and for the Allies. If it were settled by force, 
the question arose whether the Roumanians would resist or not. The Roumanian 
Minister in London had given him to understand last night that Roumania would 
resist an attack in any circumstances and at whatever cost. He himself thought 
that if the Roumanians could be sure that an attack would stop on the borders 
of Bessarabia, their resistance would be perfunctory. If, however, they thought 
that the attack was likely to go further, they would resist and would start such 
resistance in Bessarabia. 

As regards the attitude of Turkey, M. Menemencioglu pointed out that a 
Power situated astride the Dardanelles must always. as far as possible, refrain 
from taking definite sides between the biggest Power of the Black Sea and the 
Powers of the Mediterranean. For this reason Turkey had always tried to 
remain a bridge between Great Britain and France on the one hand, and the 
Soviet Union on the other. Even now, he did not exclude the possibility that 
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| Turkey would be the means of building such a bridge. He was not convinced that 
wi agreement between Germany and the Soviet Union was necessarily complete. For 
| is reason he did not think that a Soviet attack on Bessarabia would necessarily 
* result in Turkey opening the Straits, for the Straits could be opened only if 
F Turkey went to war, and for Turkey to go to war over Bessarabia would be 
contrary to the fundamental principles of her policy. 


| Lord Halifax expressed his appreciation of the frankness with which 

; M. Menemencioglu had answered his question. He fully understood that the 
deciding factor would be the effect which any action by Soviet Russia would have 
on the vital interests of Turkey. There were two further questions in this 
connexion which he would like to put to M. Menemencio#lu. Firstly, supposing 
that the Bessarabian question arose as a result of an attack by Soviet Russia, 
would Turkey consider that to be an occasion for consultation with Great Britain 
and France, under article 5 of the treaty; and, secondly, would Turkey expect that 
the Soviet Union would consult her before taking action? 








Answering the second of the two questions first, M. Menemencioglu said that 
he thought it most unlikely that the Sawie! Union would consult Turkey before 
deciding to commit an act of aggression, As regards the first question, he said 
that, although protocol 2 of the treaty applied to the whole treaty, the point 
whether it would be invoked in regard to the consultation article had purposely 
been left by the Turkish Government undefined. The question whether the three 
Governments should consult together would have to be decided when the occasion 
arose and in the light of the circumstances obtaining at the moment. 


Lord Halifax then asked M. Menemencioglu whether he thought it likely 
that a Soviet attack on Bessarabia would take place, and, if so, whether such an 
attack would be likely to be confined to Bessarabia or go further. 


M. Menemencioglu said that this was an extremely difficult question to 
answer. He himself did not exclude the possibility of a Soviet attack on 
Bessarabia. He thought it probable, however, that the Soviet Union would try 
to ensure that their action did not entail awkward complications, and, if this was 
true, it seemed probable that the attack would be limited to Bessarabia. It was 
obvious that an attack beyond the borders of Bessarabia would have serious 
repercussions throughout the Balkans and throughout Europe. It was, therefore, 
unlikely that they would resort to such an attack unless they had decided on 
hostilities with the Allies. In short, it was unlikely that the Soviet Union would 
advance further than Bessarabia unless they had already made up their minds to 
establish themselves on the Dardanelles. 


Lord Halifax asked M, Menemencioglu what importance he attached to the 
recent attacks on Roumania in the Soviet press and the similarity of these attacks 
with those that had been directed against the Baltic States. 


M, Menemencioglu said that he was without all the elements to form a proper 
appreciation of the situation. The previous evening the Roumanian Minister had 
told him that his Government were anxious that Great Britain and France should 
now make an explanatory declaration to the effect that their guarantee referred 
to the possibility of an attack by the Soviet Union. M. Menemencioglu had 
told M. Tilea that, in his opinion, the moment for such a declaration was badly 
chosen, that it would be highly provocative to the Soviet Union, and would add 
nothing to Roumania’s security. 

Lord Halifax remarked that, in conversation with him yesterday, M. Tilea 
had said that such a redefinition of the Allied guarantee would have the effect 
of dissuading Roumania from evoking the help of Germany against Soviet Russia. 

| Lord Halifax had replied that this view left aside other important factors. 
M. Menemencio&lu here asked whether the Roumanian Government had been told 
of the view of His Mz jesty s Government and the French Government regarding 
their guarantee. Lord Halifax replied that they had been told, some time ago, 
that, although given in general terms, the guarantee had been meant to apply to 
the possibility of an attack by Germany, in which case it would have been possible 
for Great Britain and France to render effective assistance to Roumania. It had 
been pointed ont that the guarantee had never been intended to apply to the 
possibility of an attack by Soviet Russia, where the question of assistance raised 
much more difficult problems. The Roumanian Government had therefore been 
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told tha “it was hoped that they would not raise the question whether the 
3 arantee applied to Soviet Russia, since, if they did so, the answer would 
‘probably be in the negative. M. Menemencioglu said that, in view of this 
Janation, it was quite clear that the Roumanian Government’s present request 
s tantamount to a request for a new guarantee, M. Tilea had told him that 






eae had offered to assist Roumania against the Soviet Union. 
2 


Menemencioglu's reply to this was that the Roumanian Government should 
ask for some guarantee to this effect in writing. The existence of such a written 
guarantee would be very useful tous all. To sum up, his personal view was that 
4 Soviet invasion of Bessarabia was less dangerous for us all and for Roumania 
herself than a war between Great Britain and the Soviet Union. 


Lord Halifax then asked what would be the attitude of the Turkish Goyern- 
ment if a Soviet attack on Bessarabia was followed up by penetration into the 
delta of the Danube and across the Danube into the Dobruja and Bulgaria. 


M. Menemenciodlu said that such an attack would become a Balkan question 
and the attitude of the Turkish Government would depend on the attitude of 
Bulgaria, the attitude of Italy and the attitude of Yugoslavia. Most important 
would be the attitude of Bulgaria. As he had already said, he did not think 
that the Soviet Union would invade Roumania proper unless already determined 
to fight Great Britain and France. At the same time, it was quite clear that 
Germany was doing her best to urge the Soviet Union to involve herself in a 
Balkan war in order that she should become embroiled with the Allies. When 
the danger arrived, Turkey's attitude would depend largely on whether or not 
Bulgaria was ready to resist or decided to remain neutral. He thought it unlikely 
that the Bulgarians would allow Soviet troops through Bulgaria without 
resistance, since it was quite obvious that. once the Russians were established 
on the Dardanelles, it would be essential for them to occupy the European 
hinterland, and Bulgaria would be reduced to the position of a vassal State. 
The peasant population of Bulgaria were well balanced, and he did not attach 
undue importance to the danger of Communist propaganda among them. In reply 
to a question from Lord Halifax, M. Menemencioglu said that, whatever the 
attitude of Bulgaria, Turkey would regard any Russian advance across the 
Danube as a menace to her vital interests. 

Passing to the subject of Bulgaria, M. Menemencioglu, in reply to an enquiry 
from onl Halifax, said that he found it difficult to give a definite answer to 
the question put to him a few days ago by Sir Alexander Cadogan, whether 
it would not be ible to incorporate the recent mutual withdrawal of troops 
from the Turco-Bulgarian frontier in an exchange of notes. He hoped,on his 
return, to have a conversation with Mr. Rendel at Sofia on the general subject 
of Turco-Bulgarian relations, and he would study the question further at Angora. 
Lord Halifax then suggested that it might be possible to follow up the recent 
agreement regarding the reduction of troops by the Turkish Government 
proposing to the Bulgarian Government that, if the latter received demands of 
a threatening nature from the Soviet Union, they would undertake to consult 
the Turkish Goyernment before returning a reply. M. Menemencioglu entirely 
agreed that it would be very useful if something could be done on these lines. 


Lord Halifax then mentioned a reference which had been made to him 
by M. Tilea to certain articles which had recently appeared in the Turkish 
press, urging the conclusion of a mutual assistance pact between Turkey and 
Roumania directed against Soviet Russia. M. Menemencioélu said that the 
point had been mentioned to him also by M. Tilea. He said that the Turkish 
press were entirely free to publish what they liked, and that they very often 
published nonsense. 

Lord Halifax then asked M. Menemencio#lu whether an early resumption 
of conversations was likely between Moscow and Angora. 


M. Menemencioglu said that his impression was that the Soviet Union could 
not easily maintain an officially hostile attitude towards Turkey. It was more 
in her interest to keep in good relations with Turkey than in the interests of 
Turkey to keep in good relations with her. His instinctive feeling was that. after 
a little more noisy complaining, the Soviet Government would resume 
conversations. The main concern of the Soviet Government was that Turkey 
should not, either as a result of her treaty with Great Britain and France or 
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of the Montreux Convention, make the Black Sea into a war area. Turkey had 
made it perfectly clear that she had no wish to bring the war into the Black Sea 
if Soviet Russia did not bring the war into the Mediterranean, 


Passing to the subject of Italy, Lord Halifax recalled that, in conversation 
with Sir Alexander Cadogan, M. Menemencioglu had said that Turkey would 
not object to the association of Italy in the formation of a Balkan bloc. He 
understood, moreover, that the Turkish Minister for Foreign Affairs had recently 
told the Roumanian Minister for Foreign Affairs that Turkey would be ready 
to collaborate with Italy in that direction. Did M. Menemencioglu think it 

ssible, he asked, to associate Italy with that work, did he think that any 
action by the Allies at Rome would be useful in this respect, and what importance 
did he attach to the mistrust felt by Yugoslavia and Greece as regards the 
possibility of Italian leadership in the Balkans? 

In reply M. Menemencioglu proceeded to explain the change in Turkey's 
attitude towards Italy. When Italy entered Albania, he said, it was clear that 
she regarded it as a bridgehead for further action. Turkey had therefore taken 
up a very clearly defined attitude. Since then, the position had changed as a 
result of the war and Italy’s neutrality. Now other Powers besides Italy were 
casting covetous eyes on the Balkans, and, moreover, as a result of the Anglo- 
Turkish Treaty, the strategic position in the Eastern Mediterranean had entirely 
changed. M. Menemencioglu’s impression was that Italy would like to 
collaborate in the formation of a Balkan bloc. Turkey would have no objection 
to such collaboration, but in the opinion of the Turkish Government it was 
necessary to let the tendency manifest itself and to try to encourage it. It 
would be a mistake to force the pace. 


In conclusion Lord Halifax said that he looked forward to having another 
opportunity of discussing any outstanding points with M. Menemencioglu, The 
latter then expressed himself as somewhat disheartened by the slow progress 
of his negotiations on financial and economic matters. He was afraid that he 
would return to Turkey without having accomplished the objects of his visit. 
Lord Halifax said that he fully realised that, on some important points, His 
Majesty’s Government had not been able to meet the Turkish Government's 
requirements. He hoped, however, that as the result of further conversations 
with the Ministers concerned, it would be found possible to reach satisfactory 
acreements. He hoped that M, Menemencioglu would be able to leave his experts 
in London in order 'to clear up any points which might be outstanding on his 


Foreian Office, December 8, 1939. 


Page 183 





Sa. SS 








a ~ 


THIS DOCUMENT IS THE PROPERTY OF HIS BRITANNIC MAJESTY’S GOVERNMENT 


+ 


=ASTERN (Turkey). -\’ . November 29, 1939, 





CONFIDENTIAL. Section 1. 
|R 10843/7213/44 | Copy No. 063 


Viscount Halifax to Sir H. Knatchbull-Hugessen (Angora), 


No. 674.) 
er Foretqn Office, November 29, 1939. 
DURING his visit to me this afternoon the Turkish Secretary-General first 
broached the question of the supply of armaments to Turkey. His peer 
pointed out that two points were still outstanding, namely, the supply of anti-tank 
guns and of anti-aircraft guns. As regards the anti-aircraft guns, the Turkish 
Bis jeenmnant recognised that His Majesty’s Government, by agreeing to supply a 
certain number themselves and arranging for the transfer to Turkey of a certain 
number of Bofors guns, which had been under order in Sweden, had made a 
maximum effort in this direction. General Orbay was working on the question in 
Paris and hoped to obtain some solution. M. Menemencioglu, however, was not 
entirely optimistic in this regard, and asked that His Majesty’s Government 
would bear the difficulty in mind. 
2. As regards the anti-tank guns, M. Menemencioglu said that it was quite 
| from the conversation on the subject which he had had in Paris with 
i. Daladier and M. Léger that the French Government, despite promises to do 
their best, would be able to supply only 200 guns by the end of February, although 
this oy possibly could be increased at the expense of orders already given by 
His Majesty's Government. The Turkish Government, said M. Menemencioglu, 


needed 1,000 anti-tank guns by the end of February. This figure represented 
their absolutely essential requirements in order to put the Thracian frontier into 


a proper state of defence, and in order to prevent any possibility of attack in the 


Caucasus. Eight hundred guns were required for Thrace and 200 for the 


Caucasus front. M. Menemencioglu drew attention to the fact that the country on 


the Thracian frontier was particularly favourable for attack by tanks, and the 


front, moreover, was very shallow. These two factors made it absolutely essential 
that the defending army should be fully supplied with anti-tank guns. These 
guns were necessary for the collective security of the Allies. Turkey must be 


strong in order to keep the Balkans firm. In the opinion of the Turkish Govern- 


ment, the Thracian front was as important as—if not even more important than— 
the Maginot Line. M. Menemencioglu asked that the question of the supply of 
these guns should be studied by His Majesty’s Government as one of the greatest 
urgency, and that every effort should be made to find some solution of the difficulty 
of supplying them, even if it meant furnishing Turkey with the necessary funds 
with which to buy them in the United States of America. The Turkish Goyern- 
ment had already instructed their embassy at Washington to ascertain the date 
by which guns could be delivered, and they were expecting the reply at any 
moment. 

5. I said that the question of supplying these guns had been exhaustively 
examined with General Orbay. His Majesty's Government were far from under- 
estimating the importance of the matter, either from the strategical or the 
petra point of view, but so far it had not been found possible to meet the 
Turkish requirements. I thought it would be best if M. Menemencioglu were to 


_ explore the position in detail with Lord Chatfield. who was fully cognisant of the 


matter. I undertook to inform Lord Chatfield beforehand of the importance 
which the Turkish Government attached to the question. 

4. I said that His Majesty's Government regarded it as most important 
that the Suspense Clause should be removed as soon as possible and the treaty 
enter into force. This would have a yery valuable political effect and at the same 
time Turkey would thereby obtain her £15 million gold loan. M. Menemencioglu 
said that he entirely shared this view. He had come with full powers in his 
pocket ready to sign a protocol bringing the Suspense Clause to an end. He felt 
it necessary, however, to make it quite clear from the outset that the cancellation 
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of the Suspense Clause was conditional on some solution of the question of the 
supply of the anti-aircraft and anti-tank guns. He had received catecoricag 
instructions that some solution of these two points must at all costs be found. 6 

5. M. Menemenciogiu then referred to the commercial aspect of Anvla- 
Turkish relations. He said that in ae the Turco-German Commercija] Avcree- 
‘ment had come to an end. Germany had been ready to renew the agreement on 
condition that Turkish orders for war material were regarded as cancelled. 
Turkey had refused this condition and the agreement had not been renewed. As 
a result, commercial exchanges between Turkey and Germany had been reduced 
to negligible quantities in spite of the fact that In the previous year Turkey 
had exported goods to Germany to a value of £T. 62 million and imported goods 
from Germany to the value of £T.71 million. Almost daily the German Govern- 
ment were asking the Turkish Government's intentions regarding the renewal 
of the agreement. Turkey had all along insisted on the fulfilment of her 
armament orders. Now Germany had declared her readiness to carry out some 
of, if not all, these orders. But she had refused to make bulk purchases of 
Turkish commodities unless those commodities included such items as chrome 
and olive oil. The export season was about to start, and Turkey was in a very 
awkward predicament. His Majesty's Government had made certain purchases 
of sultanas and figs, but these represented only a small proportion of the 
quantities which Turkey normally sold to Germany. Moreover, as regards 
tobacco, owing to the abstention of the Germans, the Americans were now the 
only buyers in the market, and this was having a most disastrous effect on prices. 
Here, then, was the essence of the matter. If Germany was to be deprived of 
Turkish chrome, Turkey must find a market in Great Britain and France for 
her other exports. If Great Britain and France could not provide the necessary 
markets it would be necessary to consider some arrangement whereby a certain 
quantity of chrome should be allowed to go to Germany. A further difficulty 
in the way of Turkey freeing herself entirely from German markets was that her 
industries were eapred with German machinery, and it was only in Germany 
that spare parts could be readily obtained. i 

6. M. Menemencioglu then emphasised the importance which Turkey 
attached to obtaining a market for her tobacco. He referred very cursorily to 
an arrangement which the Turkish Government proposed to put forward for 
the purchase of tobacco by Great Britain and France, It appeared from what 
M. Menemencioglu said that the Turkish proposal followed much the same lines 
as the arrangement agreed on at the recent meeting of the Ministerial Sub- 
Committee on Economic Warfare, whereby the tobacco would be purchased with 
Turkish pounds advanced by the Turkish Government in anticipation of the 
service of the gold loan and the loan for liquidating frozen balances in the clearing. 
I suggested that M. Menemencioglu should broach this question with the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. 

7. As regards the detailed arrangements to be reached in connexion with 
the service of the armaments credit, the gold loan and the ‘ deblocking ** loan, 
M. Menemencioglu did not foresee that there would be any difficulties, since 
the main questions in this connexion had already been settled. 

8. On leaving, M. Menemencioglu said that he had been instructed to finish 
his negotiations here and in Paris, and be back in Turkey within a fortnicht. 
He thought that he might not be able to abide quite by the letter of these 
instructions, but he hoped, nevertheless, to finish his work in London in a week. 

I am, &e. 
HALIFAX. 


NoreE—M. Menemencioglu later saw Sir Orme Sargent, who took the 
opportunity of pointing out that the Suspense Clause referred only to the 
necessity of supplying Turkey with the material required for the defence of 
her Thracian frontier. No mention was made of her Caucasian frontier, nor 
had the question of the defence of this frontier ever entered into any discussions 
in connexion with the treaty. M. Menemencioglu admitted that this was the case, 
but urged the importance of strengthening the Caucasian front in the case of 
Russia adopting a threatening attitude. 
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SOUTHERN (Generat). October 18, 1939. 
CONFIDENTIAL. Section l. 
[R 9046/6641 /67] Copy No. 037 


Viscount Halifax to Sir H. Knatchbull-Hugessen (Angora). 
(No. 589.) \ 
Sir, Foretgn Office, October 18, 1939. 

fT ASKED the Turkish Ambassador to come to see me to-day in order to 
discuss the general situation created by the breakdown of negotiations between 
the Turkish Government and the Soviet Government. I took the opportunity also 
of expressing my gratification that the Turkish Government were now ready to 
sign the treaty with Great Britain and France. 

2. Dr. Aras explained that the Moscow negotiations had broken down 
because the Soviet Government made demands which ran counter to the two 
fundamental rules which the Turkish Government had laid down, namely, that 
Turkey should not in any way interfere with the normal working of the 
Montreux Convention, and that she should agree to nothing which would weaken 
the operation of the treaty which she contemplated with Great Britain and 
France. The Turkish Government, he added, would continue to keep up the 
appearance of negotiations with Russia, and although he evidently did not hope 
for any results he declared that he was not in the least disturbed by the break- 
down which had occurred. Moreover, he was satisfied that this breakdown would 
not affect relations between the two countries, since it was not the result of any 
fundamental disagreement between Russia and Turkey, but was due to the 

ressure exercised on the Soviet Government by the German Government. the 
bovies Government having felt themselves obliged, in the interests of Germany, 
to put forward the demands which the Turkish Government had not been able 
to accept. 

3. As regards the Anglo-Franco-Turkish Treaty, M. Aras expressed the 
view that even if, owing to the suspense clause, it did not come at once into opera- 
tion, this would not affect the policy of Turkey, which was laid down in the 
Anglo-Turkish and Franco-Turkish declarations of last June. These declara- 
a had been approved by the Turkish Chamber and had therefore the force 
-. saw. 

4. I asked Dr. Aras whether the insistence of the Soviet Government on 
excluding from the proposed treaty all possibility of a conflict between Russia 
and Germany meant that there was now agreement between Germany and Russia 
as regards their future policy in the Balkans, and, more particularly, whether 
We must now anticipate joint action of these two Powers against Roumania. 
Dr. Aras doubted whether there was any definite agreement between Germany 
and Russia as recards the Balkans. but he recognised that it was possible that 
in favourable circumstances they might decide on joint action against Roumania. 
But he doubted whether this would happen so long as Germany was occupied 
in the west and Russia was occupied in the Baltic and Central Asia. 

©. I then took the opportunity of sounding Dr. Aras as to the possibility 
of the Turkish Government taking up again the question of organising a Balkan 
bloc. To this Dr. Aras replied that any success on these lines was now dependent 
upon the attitude of Italy in this matter. The Balkan States would require to 
know how far they could count on Italy before they embarked upon a policy 
which might bring them into trouble with Germany and Russia. Dr. Aras 
considered, however, that it ought to be the task of our three Governments 
during the coming winter to consolidate the position, both in the Balkans and 
in the Mediterranean on parallel lines. The attitude of the Ambassador in 
relation to the possibility of Italian co-operation was interesting, and, if it 
correctly reflects the way that his own Government are thinking, goes to show 
that the views of the Turkish Government and of His Majesty’s Government 
may be moving on very similar lines. 





IT am, &e. 
HALIFAX. 
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les : = OUTHERN (Generat). October 9, 1939. 
“| £ ‘4, F < 
a r.) CONFIDENTIAL, Section 1. 

e + ‘ ‘ 

S 

: [R 8598 /661 /67) Copy No. 
Viscount Halifax to Sir E. Phipps (Paris). 
| oe 2433.) 
| r, Foreign Office, October 9, 1939. 
ae _ THE French Ambassador called this evening to discuss the position as 
ee regards the ‘a with Turkey. 
' _ ___ 2. _I began by saying that I had seen the telegram which had been shown to 
hr Sir O. Sargent by M. Cambon earlier in the day, and I was sorry to say that we 
| __ did not agree with the attitude adopted by the French Government. M. Corbin 
y replied that there was now a later telegram in which certain more precise 
= suggestions were put forward as regards the changes which might be made in the 
- protocol] so as to satisfy the requirements of the Soviet Government. The French 


Government were very averse to any changes in the agreement itself at this late 
stage. They thought that the changes which had been proposed would make it 
7 ged to be more directed against Italy, and at the same time they considered 

| that any weakening of the treaty would have a very bad effect on the morale of 
the Balkan countries. 

3. M. Corbin then showed me the proposed addition to the protocol. I said 
an that if agreement could be reached at once on this, His Majesty’s Government 
f _ would certainly be entirely satisfied, but what they wished to avoid was causing 

: ‘a breakdown in the negotiations between Turkey and the U.S.S.R. Our attitude 
was that we were prepared to accept any amendments which the Turks wished to 





'---—s make in the treaty, provided always that the Soviet-Turkish Pact contained 
f nothing which would prevent Turkey from taking any action which her own 

interests demanded. I told M. Corbin that His Majesty's Ambassador at Angora 
a had reported that the Turkish President had told him that, of course, this would 


be so. We therefore thought that we could rely on Turkey going to war if Italy 
F joined in, or if Greece were attacked. 
le , 4. His Majesty’s Government were anxious to do nothing which would 
| weaken the Turkish position. If, however. M. Sarajoglu was able to reach an 
i" agreement in Moscow on the basis of the new French Prope as we would certainly 
: “not wish to raise any objection. I hoped, however, that. if the alternative to 
7 such agreement was the complete breakdown of the negotiations, the French 
Government would conform to our attitude. 
: 5, M. Corbin replied that M. Daladier was very much opposed to the 
proposed alterations in our treaty. He considered that the clause about 
1 consultation was bad enongh, but the escape clause would result in Turkish policy 
‘el always heing dependent on the line followed by Moscow. 
6. J said that I thought we must accept that Turkish policy would always 
be strongly influenced by the attitude of the US.S.R. As regards the proposed 
; amendments to our treaty, I thought it was very important to distinguish between 
| ‘an undertaking to preserve neutrality and a clause saying that in certain circum- 
stances the treaty would not come into force, which meant that Turkey would stall 
' be free to take such action as her own interests required, though she would not 
| be legally bound to any specific course by her treaty commitments. Finally, I 
f=. ‘suggested that, if we showed ourselves too obstructive, we risked throwing Moscow 
further into the arms of Germany. M. Corbin, however, remarked that, on the 
| other hand, he feared that any weakness on our part at this point would have a 
| had effect in Moscow. : 
am 


, &e. 
HALIFAX. 
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"SOUTHERN (Generat). October 6, 1939. 
CR 
I CONFIDENTIAL. SECTION 1. 
4 [R 8524 664/67] Copy No. 


Viscount Halifax to Sir H. Knatchbull-Hugessen (Angora). 
ang 572.) 
ir, Foreign Office, October 6, 1939. 

THE Turkish Ambassador came to see me to-day in order, as he said, to 
make two communications. 

2. The first was to convey the thanks of the President of the Turkish 
Republic for the reference in my speech to Turkey, and to the importance of 
Turkey maintaining her friendly relations with Soviet Russia. 

3. The other subject which occasioned the Ambassador's visit was the 
changes which the Turkish Goyernment wish to make in the draft Anglo-Franco- 
Turkish Treaty in order to meet the requirements of the Soviet Government. 
Dr, Aras was charged by his Government to assure me that if these changes 
were made in the treaty, they would in practice involve no change in the scope 
and sense of the undertakings between our two Governments. He expressed the 
personal view that what really was at the back of the Russian demands was 
that the German Government had asked the Soviet Government to do all they 
could to divert Turkey from her present policy of collaboration with Great Britain 
and France. If, indeed, we were faced with a clever manceuvre of this nature, 
the proper answer to it was that we and the French and the Turks should 
conclude our treaty in its modified form as quickly as possible, so as to give 
the Turkish Government an opportunity of proving by their subsequent attitude 
that their policy had not changed. For this purpose he urged that we should 
put complete faith in the assurances of the Turkish Government and trust them 
to be as good as their word. 

4. | told the Ambassador that I was very glad to have these assurances 
from his Government, and I quite agreed that it was highly desirable that we 
should conelude our treaty without delay. As I had said in my speech, I con- 
sidered that it ought not to be impossible to reconcile the mutual obligations 
that Great Britain and Turkey proposed to undertake towards one another with 
those which might be undertaken between Turkey and Russia. I tried to press 
Dr. Aras to state whether, in the event of the treaty remaining sans action, as 
the result of Russia's belligerency, Turkey would still reserve full liberty to 
defend her interests, not on the ground of her obligations under the treaty, but 
on the #round that her interests were being threatened. For instance, would 
she have the right to exercise this liberty in the case of Italy going to war 
in the Mediterranean? Dr. Aras replied to this with an emphatic affirmative, 
and proceeded to produce what to me was a completely new argument, to the 
following effect. 

®. Under the protocol of December 1929, supplementing the treaty between 
Russia and Turkey of December 1925, Russia had pledged herself not to enter 
into any arrangements with Turkey’s neighbours without previously obtaining 
the consent of the Turkish Government. For this purpose Bulgaria and Italy 
were both considered to be neighbours of Turkey, and it thus followed that if 
Russia did agree with Italy to come into the war, she would either have to 
obtain Turkey's previous consent, which would be refused, or else violate the 
geen of 1929, in which case Turkey would be free to act as she thought fit. 

t Was suggested that Russia might go into the war without having made any 
direct agreement with Italy, but Dr. Aras maintained that even an indirect 
agreement yia Germany would be contrary to the protocol. As I was not sure 
how far on further examination it would be found that Dr, Aras’s explanation 
met my point, I confined myself merely to taking note of it. 
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Ca ale Ambassador that in any event we should want to see the 
ear aor Turco-Soviet Treaty before deciding how we should deal with 
the new situation created by the Turkish Government S request for the modifica- 
Meelaoes our treaty. Dr. Aras did not dissent, but again urged the importance 
ae : ‘aes rela at this critical period. He ended the interview by assuring 
ee SueL Turks. ’s object was to strive to prevent war between Russia and Great 
Britain and that or this purpose it was vital that she should be able to 
| : : 
collaborate with both countries. {aha 
HALIFAX. 
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EASTERN (TurKey).. October 5, 1939. 

: ASS or he ae a ec Bd Meck Ss 
CONFIDENTIAL. SECTION 4, 

(R 8494/7705 /44) Copy No. ().37 


Viscount Halifax to Sir EB. Ph} ipps (Paris), 


(No. 2458.) sa ; 

ir, Foreign Office, October 5, 1939. 
DURING the course of a conversation with the French Ambassador this 
afternoon, his Excellency referred to Turkey, and said that the French took a 
very grave view of the attempts that were being made by the Soviet Governm one 
to ance the Turkish Government to abandon their treaty with us. It did not 
seem to M. Daladier tolerable that we should give our guarantees to Turkey 
and furnish her with generous financial help and receive nothing in return. He 
thought that we ought to have our eyes very wide open to the possibility of some 
arrangement between Germany and Russia, by which German encouragement 
might be given to Russian intrigues in Iran, Afghanistan and other places, and, 
if this were in the programme, it was clearly very much to Germany’s interest, 
if possible, to keep Turkey neutral. I told M. Corbin that our apprehensions 
were not less than those of the French Government, and that. although we had not 
discussed the matter as yet in detail pending fuller information, our first 
reactions to the telegrams of which he had spoken was to feel that we should be 

well advised to hold the Turks as closely as possible to their bargain with us. 

I am, &c. 
HALIFAX. 
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pe _ CONFIDENTIAL. SecTion 4. 
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ry . 
(R 8144/661/67] Copy No. 037 
Viscount Halifax to Sir E. Phipps (Paris). 
(No. 2413.) | 
| Sir, Foreian Offwe, September 28, 1939. 


. M. CORBIN called this morning to inform me that M. Daladier had 
telephoned to him and expressed his anxiety at the delay in initialling the treaty 


bee, with Turkey. He had emphasised the danger of M. Saracoglu being subjected 
[ to pressure while in Moscow both from the Russians and from Herr von 
h _ Ribbentrop. The French Ambassador at Angora had reported that there were 


i still one or two difficulties which were holding up the initialling of the treaty, of 

which the most important concerned the handing oyer of the gold. The object 

of his visit was therefore to suggest that Sir Hughe Knatchbull-Hugessen 

should be given latitude to initial the treaty at once and to leave points of detail 

7 to be cleared up later. He thought this was most important from the psychological 

i point of view since there was a danger that the Turks might think that we were 
now inclined to hold back. 

2. I read to M. Corbin extracts from our latest telegrams from Angora 
which did not give the impression that there was any particular difficulty about 
gold. I thought, however, that it was clear that the actual handing over of the 

old must be made dependent on the coming into force of the treaty. I would, 
aang look into the matter, and, if necessary, consult the Chancellor of the 
xchequer as to the exact wording which might be used in order to avoid any 












possibility of causing offence to the Turks. 
| a: ta conclusion M. Corbin insisted that M. Daladier had no intention of 





Suggesting that the gold should be handed over before the coming into force 
| Me treaty. All he asked was that Sir Hughe Knatchbull-Hugessen should 
_ __ be given some latitude immediately as regards the actual wording to be used. 

P a I am, &e. 

Ee of HALIFAX, 
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F EASTERN (Turkey): ‘if September 19, 1939. 
EAST 
@ CONFIDENTIAL. SEcTION 4. 
[R 7781/7213/44] Copy No. ()3 7 


Viscount Halifax te Sir E. Phipps (Parts). 


ge. 2352.) Faris 

ir, Foreign Office, September 19, 1939. 
THE French Ambassador called this afternoon in order to enquire as to the 
Jatest developments in the negotiations with Turkey. I explained to him that | 
thought we Pad reached a point where it was reasonable to expect early agree- 
ment on fnancial matters; I mentioned that we had made it plain to the Turkish 
Government that all our concessions in this matter were conditional on the 
conclusion of the political agreement. 

9 The Ambassador said that his impression was that the position was that 
the remaining financial differences only involved a few million pounds. He added 
that the French Government were ready to take their share. What they urgently 
hoped was that the discussions would not be prolonged too long. I said that this 
was exactly our view. 

8  M. Corbin went on to refer to the question of the supply of war material 
for Turkey, pointing out that this was not so clear an issue as we did not even 
now know exactly what the Turkish Government wanted. He suggested that some 
of the armaments which had been sent to Roumania with the intention that they 
should be forwarded to Poland might be stopped. I assured him that so far as 
British supplies for Poland were concerned we had already taken this step. Only 
this morning a ship with such supplies had arrived at Istanbul, and we had 
telegraphed to His Majesty’s Ambassador at Angora authorising him, if he 
thought it would help him to reach a settlement, to hold out to the Turkish 
Government the possibility that His Majesty’s Government might be prepared 
to transfer to them the material in question. M. Corbin said that the French 
Government had taken the same step in connexion with French aircraft destined 
for Poland. He went on to say that it appeared that the material most desired 
x the Turkish Government was anti-tank and anti-aircraft guns. He felt that 
the French Government might perhaps be able to do something as regards the 
former, and indeed they had already made certain promises to the Turkish 
Government. 

4. The Ambassador said that the Turkish Government naturally did not 
wish to find themselves in the same situation as Poland, and it was essential that 
the French and ourselves should do everything possible. If there was any doubt 
at all on the question of what either the French or ourselves could supply to 
Turkey, this must form the subject of discussion. Quite apart from the question 
of Turkey, the French Prime Minister was of the opinion that the United 
Kingdom and France must introduce proper co-ordination in this matter, both 
as regards the question of supplies of armaments for neutral countries and as 

regards our own production. His Excellency said that he would speak to 
Lord Chatfield on the subject. 





I am, &e. 
HALIFAX. 
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EASTERN (Turxey): September 12, 1939, 


(R 7478/7213 /44) 4 U1 Sowa 


Viscount Halifax to Sir H. Knatchbull-Hugessen (Angora). 





CONFIDENTIAL. { SEcTIon 4. 
Se 


Copy No. O3¢ 


&e 526.) Foreign Office, September 12, 1939. 
| THE Turkish Ambassador came to see me to-day, on his return from leave. 
| T asked his Excellency how we stood as regards the Anglo-Turkish negotiations, 
| He said that, as far as the political agreement was concerned, we had, to all 
intents and purposes, eliminated all points of difference. The economic and 
| financial questions remained, however, to be settled. . 
2. I said that I was frankly disappointed at the manner in which the 
negotiations were dragging on owing to inability to reach agreement over 
financial and economic questions. A few. days ago your Excellency had submitted 
to the Turkish Government comprehensive proposals of His Majesty's Govern- 
'___ ment in this connexion, which showed that His Majesty’s Government had done 
P their best to meet the Turkish desiderata both as regards the furnishing of credits 
| ‘and of free exchange. I had, however, to-day received a telegram from your 





r 
- 
h _ Excellency reporting a conversation with the Secretary-General at the Ministry 
or for Foreign airs, in which the latter described the Turkish Government as 
being seriously dissatisfied with His Majesty’s Government’s proposals in this 
_-_—_—srespeet and particularly in regard to the supply of war material. I said that as 
regards the PP of war material, a certain quantity was already on its way 
to Turkey, an iis Majesty’s Government had promised to do what they could 
as regards further supplies. It was most regrettable that the conclusion of the 
political agreement should still be held up owing to these other questions. 
Speaking quite frankly I considered it most important that the political agree- 
ment sho 1d be signed at the earliest possible moment in order that the world 
~~ might see where our countries stood. I should be very pete for any help 
lk which his Excellency might be able to give towards this end. 
_ _ 3. Dr, Aras said that it was not the habit of Turkey to go back on her 
undertakings. But she stood in real need of financial assistance, and these 
= questions were very serious for her. He did not, however, know exactly what had 
F _ happened since he left Turkey, and he would take steps to find ont the present 
__—s—position from the competent official in this department. He would naturally be 
glad to do eee possible to help. 
| _ _4 Dr. Aras then asked me what I thought of the present political situation 
in Europe generally. I said that Marshal Goring’s recent speech led us to expect 
that, if Germany had further rapid successes in Poland, Herr Hitler might come 
forward with certain peace proposals. Our reply would naturally be that it was 
** ~—s ampossible to discuss peace with a Government in whose word we could place no 
confidence, and while Polish soil was occupied by German troops. His Excellency 
would have seen from a recent decision of the War Cabinet that His Majesty’s 



















‘Government were preparing for the eventuality of the war lasting for three years. 
fhe war machine was being put in movement. Public opinion was united. 

5. In reply to an enquiry from his Excellency about the position of Italy, 
I said that I felt sure that Signor Mussolini knew Italian public opinion wel 
enough not to want to be engaged in a war with us in the Mediterranean. We 
were, however, obliged now to broach with Italy the difficult question of economic 
ee against Germany. It remained to be seen whether Italy would show 

Lin to conform with our requirements in this respect. The present 
Sg tion of Italy was clearly one of transition and needed to be carefully watched. 
Dr. Aras agreed that it was in the interests of both our countries that, for the 
present at any rate, Italy should remain neutral. 

6. Dr. Aras said that if it had not been for the Russo-German Pact Europe 
would not have been faced with the present situation. He agreed with me, 
however, in thinking that in the long run the pact would bring Germany more 
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loss than gain. In reply to my enquiry, his Excellency said that the Turco- 

Russian Agreement remained intact. Steps were being taken to strengthen the 
reement, but strictly within the framework of the contemplated Anglo-Franco- 
Turkish Alliance. Dr. Aras said he felt sure that a strengthening of the Turco- 

Russian Agreement would weaken the effects of the Russo-German Pact and 
reassure the Balkan countries. 

_, 7, 1 asked Dr. Aras whether he thought that there was any likelihood of 
Yugoslavia, Roumania, Hungary and Bulgaria making a common declaration of 
neutrality. Dr. Aras said that he thought there was little chance of this. The 
policy of Hungary was an important indication of the trend of events in Europe. 
On the one hand Hungarian ‘policy reflected the policy of Italy, on whom Hungary 
still relied for advice and, support; on the other it reflected the measure of 
confidence felt by Germany in her power to push measures to extremes. He felt 
confident that Yugoslavia and Roumania would either remain neutral or work 
in active collaboration with Turkey. 

8. In conclusion Dr. Aras said that much depended on whether the Poles 
were able to stem the German advance and form a line of resistance. If they 
were able to do this, there was a possibility of surprising developments in the 
European situation. If, however, the Polish resistance collapsed, there might be 
equally surprising consequences, though of a different sort. 

§. I am sending copies of this despatch to His Majesty’s Ambassador at 
Rome and His Majesty's representatives at Belgrade, Bucharest, Sofia and 
Budapest. 

I am, &e. 

HALIFAX. 
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